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Blessed feasts of blessed martyrs,
holy women, holy men,
with affection’s recollections
greet we your return again.
Worthy deeds they wrought, and wonders,
worthy of the Name they bore;
we, with meetest praise and sweetest,

honor them for evermore.

Twelfth century Latin text,
translated John Mason Neale
#238, The Hymnal 1982



This resource has been many years in development,
and it represents a major addition to the calendar of saints
for the Episcopal Church. We can be grateful for the
breadth of holy experience and wisdom which shine
through these pages. May that light enlighten your life
and the lives of those with whom you worship!

—The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori,
Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church
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Foreword

In one of the prayers in the Book of Common Prayer we pray:
“Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your
saints in heaven and on earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we
may always be supported by this fellowship of love and prayer.” This
fellowship of love and prayer is the communion of saints affirmed in
the Apostles’ Creed.

Over the years, Lesser Feasts and Fasts has helped the Church grow
in appreciation of this communion. With each successive General
Convention more names have been added to the calendar. At the same
time, questions have been raised regarding some of the biographies,
choices of scripture, and composition of the Collects. During my term
as Presiding Bishop, I therefore asked the Standing Commission on
Liturgy and Music to undertake a review and revision of Lesser Feasts
and Fasts, and to consider anew each entry in the existing Calendar
of Saints, alongside any proposed new commemorations. To that end,
a committee of the Commission was established. Holy Womien, Holy
Men: Celebrating the Saints is the fruit of the committee’s careful and
painstaking work.

Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints seeks to expand the
worshiping community’s awareness of the communion of saints, and
to give increased expression to the many and diverse ways in which
Christ, through the agency of the Holy Spirit, has been present in
the lives of men and women across the ages, just as Christ continues
to be present in our own day. Faced with circumstances most often
very different from our own, these courageous souls bore witness
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to Christ’s death-defying love, in service, in holiness of life, and in
challenge to existing practices and perspectives within both the Church
and society.

The men and women commemorated in the Calendar are not simply
examples of faithfulness to inspire us: they are active in their love
and prayer. They are companions in the Spirit able to support and
encourage us as we seek to be faithful in our own day.

Again, the Prayer Book invites us to pray, “O God, the King of saints,
we praise and glorify your holy Name for all your servants who have
finished their course in your faith and fear: for the blessed Virgin
Mary; for the holy patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs; and
for all your other righteous servants, known to us and unknown; and
we pray that, encouraged by their example, aided by their prayers,
and strengthened by their fellowship, we also may be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in light.”

It is my hope that Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints,
with its expanded Calendar of commemorations, will deepen and
enrich our congregations’ awareness and appreciation of the Spirit’s
freedom to indwell human life and render it revelatory of Christ’s
reconciling love

Frank T. Griswold
Twenty-Fifth Presiding Bishop
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Preface

“There the Lord will permit us, so far as possible, to gather
together in joy and gladness to celebrate the day of his
martyrdom as a birthday, in memory of those athletes who
have gone before, and to train and make ready those who are
to come hereafter.”

(Martyrdom of Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, A.D.156)

From its earliest days the Church has rejoiced to recognize and
commemorate those faithful departed who were extraordinary or
even heroic servants of God and of God’s people for the sake, and
after the example, of their Savior Jesus Christ. By this recognition and
commemoration, their devoted service endures in the Spirit, even as
their example and fellowship continue to nurture the pilgrim Church
on its way to God.

Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints marks a further
stage in the recovery within the Episcopal Church of the liturgical
commemoration of the saints.

The first English Book of Common Prayer (1549) retained a small
number of the many feasts contained in the Calendar of the Sarum
Missal. All but one of these were major Holy Days directly linked to the
New Testament; no post-Biblical saints were included. The 1662 Prayer
Book, which Anglicans living in the American colonies used in the
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decades preceding independence, listed the names of sixty-seven saints in
its Calendar, but made no provision for their liturgical commemoration.

The first American Book of Common Prayer (1789) listed no minor
Holy Days (lesser feasts) in its Calendar, and this continued to be the
case in the 1892 and 1928 Prayer Books. Only in 1964 did things
change. In that year General Convention approved the inclusion in the
Calendar of more than a hundred saints’ days with liturgical propers
to facilitate their commemoration in the Church’s worship. Since then
the number of saints listed in the Calendar has gradually increased,
and as a consequence Lesser Feasts and Fasts has been revised every
three years to take account of these additions.

In 2003 General Convention called for a wide-ranging revision of Lesser
Feasts and Fasts, a revision ample enough “to reflect our increasing
awareness of the ministry of all the people of God and of the cultural
diversity of the Episcopal Church, of the wider Anglican Communion,
of our ecumenical partners, and of our lively experience of sainthood in
local communities.” Several years of extensive study and consultation
led to the submission of Holy Womien, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints
which was approved for trial use by General Convention in July 2009.
None of the commemorations listed in Lesser Feasts and Fasts has been
omitted, and just over a hundred new commemorations have been
added (almost identical to the number added in 1964).

The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews said: “Therefore, since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight
and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the
race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter

of our faith” (Heb.12:1-22). The greatly enriched Calendar contained
within these covers gives flesh-and-blood reality to that host of witnesses
which is not restricted by ordained status, denomination, gender,
culture, or professional calling. The more faithfully this Calendar is
observed, the more intimately will we be introduced to an extraordinary
array of men and women who, like us, were all created by the Father, all
baptized into the Son, and all empowered by the Spirit for ministry in
the most diverse of settings and circumstances.

In these saints we encounter not models of absolute perfection but
men and women whose lives, with all their diversity of gifts and



graces, were reshaped by God’s redemptive activity. May we take heart
as we realize that, in spite of their failings and ours, we are all alike
redeemed sinners called to be saints, those in whom the risen Christ’s
words to St. Paul come to fulfillment: “My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9).

—ORRC—

The lesser feasts listed in Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the
Saints are commended for optional observance and are not intended in
any way to detract from the primacy of Sunday and the celebration of
the major Holy Days.

To assist the liturgical commemoration of these saints’ days, Collects
in both traditional and modern language have been provided in
every case, along with three Scripture readings, should such be
needed for a full Eucharistic celebration. An appropriate Preface

has been suggested, and a biography of the person or persons being
commemorated is also provided.

On some occasions two or more persons are to be commemorated
jointly and consequently they share the same Proper; on other
occasions two separate commemorations occur on the same day and
they each have their own Proper. The decision will need to be made in
each worshiping community as to which of the two commemorations
will be observed on this day in a particular year.

Additional Commons have also been approved by General Convention
and are included here.

As with past editions of Lesser Feasts and Fasts, this volume contains
Lessons and Psalms for the weekdays of the Advent, Christmas

(until the Baptism of Christ), Lent and Easter Seasons. A six-week
Eucharistic Lectionary and a two-year Weekday Eucharistic Lectionary
are also to be found here.

A debt of gratitude is owed to the many people who shaped the
Calendar, composed the Collects, selected the Lessons and wrote the
biographies contained in Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the
Saints. Their devoted work over several years is deeply appreciated.
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The Calendar
of the Church Year

The Church Year consists of two cycles of feasts and holy days: one is
dependent upon the movable date of the Sunday of the Resurrection or
Easter Day; the other, upon the fixed date of December 25, the Feast
of our Lord’s Nativity or Christmas Day.

Easter Day is always the first Sunday after the full moon that falls on
or after March 21. It cannot occur before March 22 or after April 25.

The sequence of all Sundays of the Church Year depends upon the
date of Easter Day. But the Sundays of Advent are always the four
Sundays before Christmas Day, whether it occurs on a Sunday or a
weekday. The date of Easter also determines the beginning of Lent on
Ash Wednesday, and the feast of the Ascension on a Thursday forty
days after Easter Day.

1. Principal Feasts

The Principal Feasts observed in this Church are the following:

Easter Day All Saints’ Day, November 1
Ascension Day Christmas Day, December 25
The Day of Pentecost The Epiphany, January 6

Trinity Sunday

These feasts take precedence of any other day or observance. All
Saints’ Day may always be observed on the Sunday following
November 1, in addition to its observance on the fixed date.
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2. Sundays

All Sundays of the year are feasts of our Lord Jesus Christ. In addition
to the dated days listed above, only the following feasts, appointed on
fixed days, take precedence of a Sunday:

The Holy Name
The Presentation
The Transfiguration

The feast of the Dedication of a Church, and the feast of its patron or
title, may be observed on, or be transferred to, a Sunday, except in the
seasons of Advent, Lent, and Easter.

All other Feasts of our Lord, and all other Major Feasts appointed on
fixed days in the Calendar, when they occur on a Sunday, are normally
transferred to the first convenient open day within the week. When
desired, however, the Collect, Preface, and one or more of the Lessons
appointed for the Feast may be substituted for those of the Sunday,
but not from the Last Sunday after Pentecost through the First Sunday
after the Epiphany, or from the Last Sunday after the Epiphany
through Trinity Sunday.

With the express permission of the bishop, and for urgent and
sufficient reason, some other special occasion may be observed on a
Sunday.

3. Holy Days

The following Holy Days are regularly observed throughout the year.
Unless otherwise ordered in the preceding rules concerning Sundays,
they have precedence over all other days of commemoration or of
special observance:

Other Feasts of our Lord

The Holy Name Saint John the Baptist
The Presentation The Transfiguration
The Annunciation Holy Cross Day

The Visitation
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Other Major Feasts

All feasts of Apostles Saint Mary the Virgin

All feasts of Evangelists Saint Michael and All Angels
Saint Stephen Saint James of Jerusalem
The Holy Innocents Independence Day

Saint Joseph Thanksgiving Day

Saint Mary Magdalene

Fasts

Ash Wednesday Good Friday

Feasts appointed on fixed days in the Calendar are not observed on
the days of Holy Week or of Easter Week. Major Feasts falling in these
weeks are transferred to the week following the Second Sunday of
Easter, in the order of their occurrence.

Feasts appointed on fixed days in the Calendar do not take precedence
of Ash Wednesday.

Feasts of our Lord and other Major Feasts appointed on fixed days,
which fall upon or are transferred to a weekday, may be observed
on any open day within the week. This provision does not apply to
Christmas Day, the Epiphany, and All Saints’ Day.

4. Days of Special Devotion

The following days are observed by special acts of discipline and self-
denial:

Ash Wednesday and the other weekdays of Lent and of Holy Week,
except the feast of the Annunciation.

Good Friday and all other Fridays of the year, in commemoration of
the Lord’s crucifixion, except for Fridays in the Christmas and Easter
seasons, and any Feasts of our Lord which occur on a Friday.

5. Days of Optional Observance

Subject to the rules of precedence governing Principal Feasts, Sundays,
and Holy Days, the following may be observed with the Collects,
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Psalms, and Lessons duly authorized by this Church:

Commemorations listed in the Calendar

Other Commemorations, using the Common of Saints

The Ember Days, traditionally observed on the Wednesdays, Fridays,
and Saturdays after the First Sunday in Lent, the Day of Pentecost,
Holy Cross Day, and December 13

The Rogation Days, traditionally observed on Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday before Ascension Day

Various Occasions

Provided, that there is no celebration of the Eucharist for any such
occasion on Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday,

and Holy Saturday; and provided further, that none of the Propers
appointed for Various Occasions is used as a substitute for, or as an
addition to, the Proper appointed for the Principal Feasts.

Please note:

MA]JOR FEASTS APPEAR IN CAPITALS

Additions are underlined

Changes to existing feasts are italicized

All other commemorations were already in Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2006
(this includes the additions approved for trial use at General
Convention 2006)
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January

THE HOLY NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

Vedanayagam Samuel Azariah, First Indian Anglican Bishop,
Dornakal, 1945

William Passavant, Prophetic Witness, 1894

Elizabeth Seton, Founder of the American Sisters of Charity,

1821
THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

Harriet Bedell, Deaconess and Missionary, 1969
Julia Chester Emery, Missionary, 1922
William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645

Aelred, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167
Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, 367

(alternative date for Martin Luther King, Jr. - see April 4)

Richard Meux Benson, Religious, 19135, and Charles Gore,
Bishop of Worcester, of Birmingham, and of Oxford, 1932
Antony, Abbot in Egypt, 356

THE CONFESSION OF SAINT PETER THE APOSTLE

Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095

Fabian, Bishop and Martyr of Rome, 250

Agnes, Martyr at Rome, 304

Vincent, Deacon of Saragossa, and Martyr, 304

Phillips Brooks, Bishop of Massachusetts, 1893

Ordination of Florence Li Tim-Oi, First Woman Priest in the
Anglican Communion, 1944

THE CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL THE APOSTLE

Timothy, Titus, and Silas, Companions of Saint Paul

Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, Witnesses to the Faith

Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Theologian, 1274

Andrei Rublev, Monk and Iconographer, 1430
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Juan Bosco (John Bosco), Priest, 1888
Samuel Shoemaker, Priest and Evangelist, 1963

February

Brigid (Bride), 523
THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IN
THE TEMPLE

The Dorchester Chaplains: Lieutenant George Fox,
Lieutenant Alexander D. Goode, Lieutenant Clark V.

Poling and Lieutenant John P. Washington, 1943
Anskar, Archbishop of Hamburg, Missionary to Denmark

and Sweden, 865*

Roger Williams, 1683, and Anne Hutchinson, 1643,
Prophetic Witnesses
The Martyrs of Japan, 1597

Cornelius the Centurion

Frances Jane (Fanny) Van Alstyne Crosby, Hymnwriter, 1915

Charles Freer Andrews, Priest and “Friend of the Poor” in
India, 1940

Absalom Jones, Priest, 1818

Cyril, Monk, and Methodius, Bishop, Missionaries to the
Slavs, 869, 885

Thomas Bray, Priest and Missionary, 1730

Charles Todd Quintard, Bishop of Tennessee, 1898

Janani Luwum, Archbishop of Uganda, and Martyr, 1977

Martin Luther, Theologian, 1546

Frederick Douglass, Prophetic Witness, 1893
John Henry Newman, Priest and Theologian, 1890
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Eric Liddell, Missionary to China, 1945
Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr of Smyrna, 156

SAINT MATTHIAS THE APOSTLE
John Roberts, Priest, 1949

Emily Malbone Morgan, Prophetic Witness, 1937
George Herbert, Priest, 1633

Anna Julia Haywood Cooper, 1964, and Elizabeth Evelyn

Wright, 1904, Educators

John Cassian, Abbot at Marseilles, 433

March

David, Bishop of Menevia, Wales, c. 544
Chad, Bishop of Lichfield, 672
John and Charles Wesley, Priests, 1791, 1788

Paul Cuffee, Witness to the Faith among the Shinnecock, 1812

William W. Mayo, 1911, and Charles F. Menninger, 1953,
and Their Sons, Pioneers in Medicine

Perpetua and her Companions, Martyrs at Carthage, 202
Geoffrey Anketell Studdert Kennedy, Priest, 1929
Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, c. 394

Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, 604

James Theodore Holly, Bishop of Haiti, and of the
Dominican Republic, 1911 (see also November 8)

Patrick, Bishop and Missionary of Ireland, 461
Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, 386

SAINT JOSEPH

Thomas Ken, Bishop of Bath and Wells, 1711
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Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury and Martyr, 1556

James De Koven, Priest, 1879

Gregory the Illuminator, Bishop and Missionary of Armenia, c. 332

Oscar Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador, 1980, and the
Martyrs of El Salvador

THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

Richard Allen, First Bishop of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, 1831

Charles Henry Brent, Bishop of the Philippines, and of
Western New York, 1929

John Keble, Priest, 1866
Innocent of Alaska, Bishop, 1879
John Donne, Priest, 1631

April

Frederick Denison Maurice, Priest, 1872

James Lloyd Breck, Priest, 1876

Richard, Bishop of Chichester, 1253

Martin Luther King, Jr., Civil Rights Leader and Martyr,
1968 (see also Jan. 15)

Pandita Mary Ramabai, Prophetic Witness and Evangelist in
India, 1922

Daniel G. C. Wu, Priest and Missionary among Chinese
Americans, 1956

Tikhon, Patriarch of Russia, Confessor and Ecumenist, 1925

William Augustus Muhlenberg, Priest, 1877 and Anne Ayers,
Religious, 1896

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Theologian and Martyr, 1945

William Law, Priest, 1761

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, Scientist and Military Chaplain,
195§
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George Augustus Selwyn, Bishop of New Zealand, and of
Lichfield, 1878
Adoniram Judson, Missionary to Burma, 1850

Edward Thomas Demby, 1957, and Henry Beard Delany,
1928, Bishops

Damien, Priest and Leper, 1889, and Marianne, Religious,
1918, of Molokai

Mary (Molly) Brant (Konwatsijayenni), Witness to the Faith
among the Mohawks, 1796

Alphege, Archbishop of Canterbury, and Martyr, 1012

Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1109

John Muir, Naturalist and Writer, 1914, and Hudson Stuck,
Priest and Environmentalist, 1920
George, Soldier and Martyr, c. 304

Toyohiko Kagawa, Prophetic Witness in Japan, 1960
Genocide Remembrance
SAINT MARK THE EVANGELIST

Robert Hunt, Priest and First Chaplain at Jamestown, 1607
Christina Rossetti, Poet, 1894

Catherine of Siena, 1380
Sarah Josepha Buell Hale, Editor and Prophetic Witness, 1879

May

SAINT PHILIP AND SAINT JAMES, APOSTLES
Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, 373

Monnica, Mother of Augustine of Hippo, 387
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Harriet Starr Cannon, Religious, 1896
Dame Julian of Norwich, ¢. 1417

Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishop of Constantinople, 389
Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, Prophetic Witness, 1760

Frances Perkins, Public Servant and Prophetic Witness, 1965

The Martyrs of the Sudan

William Hobart Hare, Bishop of Niobrara, and of
South Dakota, 1909

Thurgood Marshall, Lawyer and Jurist, 1993

Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury, 988
Alcuin, Deacon, and Abbot of Tours, 804

John Eliot, Missionary among the Algonquin, 1690
Nicolaus Copernicus, 1543, and Johannes Kepler, 1543,

Astronomers
Jackson Kemper, First Missionary Bishop in the United States,
1870
Bede, the Venerable, Priest, and Monk of Jarrow, 735
Augustine, First Archbishop of Canterbury, 605

Bertha and Ethelbert, Queen and King of Kent, 616
John Calvin, Theologian, 1564

Jeanne d’Arc (Joan of Arc), Mystic and Soldier, 1431
THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

The First Book of Common Prayer, 1549 is appropriately observed
on a weekday following the Day of Pentecost.
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June

Justin, Martyr at Rome, c. 167

Blandina and Her Companions, the Martyrs of Lyons, 177
The Martyrs of Uganda, 1886

John XXIII (Angelo Guiseppe Roncalli), Bishop of Rome, 1963

Boniface, Archbishop of Mainz, Missionary to Germany,
and Martyr, 754
Ini Kopuria, Founder of the Melanesian Brotherhood, 1945

The Pioneers of the Episcopal Anglican Church of Brazil, 1890
Roland Allen, Mission Strategist, 1947

Columba, Abbot of Iona, 597

Ephrem of Edessa, Syria, Deacon, 373

SAINT BARNABAS THE APOSTLE

Enmegahbowh, Priest and Missionary, 1902

Gilbert Keith Chesterton, Apologist and Writer, 1936
Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea, 379

Evelyn Underhill, 1941

George Berkeley, 1753, and Joseph Butler, 1752,
Bishops and Theologians

Bernard Mizeki, Catechist and Martyr in Mashonaland, 1896

Alban, First Martyr of Britain, c. 304

THE NATIVITY OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST

James Weldon Johnson, Poet, 1938
Isabel Florence Hapgood, Ecumenist and Journalist, 1929

Cornelius Hill, Priest and Chief among the Oneida, 1907

Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, c. 202
SAINT PETER AND SAINT PAUL, APOSTLES
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July

Harriet Beecher Stowe, Writer and Prophetic Witness, 1896

Walter Rauschenbusch, 1918, Washington Gladden, 1918,
and Jacob Riis, 1914, Prophetic Witnesses

INDEPENDENCE DAY

John Hus, Prophetic Witness and Martyr, 1415

Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, c. 540

Nathan Soderblom, Archbishop of Uppsala and Ecumenist,
1931

Samson Occum, Witness to the Faith in New England, 1792

“The Righteous Gentiles”
William White, Bishop of Pennsylvania, 1836
Bartolomé de las Casas, Friar and Missionary to the Indies,

1566
Macrina, Monastic and Teacher, 379

Adelaide Teague Case, Teacher, 1948

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 1902; Amelia Bloomer, 1894;
Sojourner Truth, 1883; and Harriet Ross Tubman, 19713,
Liberators and Prophets

Albert John Luthuli, Prophetic Witness in South Africa, 1967

SAINT MARY MAGDALENE

Thomas a Kempis, Priest, 1471

SAINT JAMES THE APOSTLE

Joachim and Anne, Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary
William Reed Huntington, Priest, 1909
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Johann Sebastian Bach, 1750, George Frederick Handel,

1759, and Henry Purcell, 1695, Composers

Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany

William Wilberforce, 1833, and Anthony Ashley-Cooper,
Lord Shaftesbury, 1885, Prophetic Witnesses

Ignatius of Loyola, Priest and Monastic, 1556

August

Joseph of Arimathaea
Samuel Ferguson, Missionary Bishop for West Africa, 1916

George Freeman Bra r., Priest, 1940
William Edward Burghardt DuBois, Sociologist, 1963

Albrecht Durer, 1528, Matthias Griinewald, 1529, and Lucas
Cranach the Elder, 1553, Artists

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
John Mason Neale, Priest, 1866

Catherine Winkworth, Poet, 1878

Dominic, Priest and Friar, 1221

Herman of Alaska, Missionary to the Aleut, 1837
Laurence, Deacon, and Martyr at Rome, 258

Clare, Abbess at Assisi, 1253

Florence Nightingale, Nurse, Social Reformer, 1910

Jeremy Taylor, Bishop of Down, Connor, and Dromore, 1667

Jonathan Myrick Daniels, Seminarian and Martyr, 1965

SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, MOTHER OF OUR LORD
JESUS CHRIST

Samuel Johnson, 1772, Timothy Cutler, 1765,

and Thomas Bradbury Chandler, 1790, Priests
William Porcher DuBose, Priest, 1918

Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, 1153
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Martin de Porres, 1639, Rosa de Lima, 1617, and Toribio de
Mogrovejo, 1606, Witnesses to the Faith in South America
SAINT BARTHOLOMEW THE APOSTLE

Louis, King of France, 1270

Thomas Gallaudet, 1902, with Henry Winter Syle, 1890
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, and Theologian, 430
Moses the Black, Desert Father and Martyr, c. 400

John Bunyan, Writer, 1688

Charles Chapman Grafton, Bishop of Fond du Lac,

and Ecumenist, 1912
Aidan, 651, and Cuthbert, 687, Bishops of Lindisfarne

September

David Pendleton Oakerhater, Deacon and Missionary, 1931

The Martyrs of New Guinea, 1942

Prudence Crandall, Teacher and Prophetic Witness, 1890

Paul Jones, 1941

Gregorio Aglipay, Priest and Founder of the Philippine
Independent Church, 1940

Elie Naud, Huguenot Witness to the Faith, 1722
Nikolai Grundtvig, Bishop and Hymnwriter, 1872

Soren Kierkegaard, Teacher and Philosopher, 1855
Constance, Nun, and Her Companions, 1878

Alexander Crummell, 1898

Harry Thacker Burleigh, Composer, 1949

John Henry Hobart, Bishop of New York, 1830
John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, 407
HOLY CROSS DAY

Cyprian, Bishop and Martyr of Carthage, 258
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James Chisholm, Priest, 1855

Ninian, Bishop in Galloway, c. 430

Hildegard, 1179

Edward Bouverie Pusey, Priest, 1882

Theodore of Tarsus, Archbishop of Canterbury, 690

John Coleridge Patteson, Bishop of Melanesia, and his
Companions, Martyrs, 1871

SAINT MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST

Philander Chase, Bishop of Ohio, and of Illinois, 1852

Sergius, Abbot of Holy Trinity, Moscow, 1392

Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester, 1626

Wilson Carlile, Priest, 1942

Vincent de Paul, Religious, and Prophetic Witness, 1660
Thomas Traherne, Priest, 1674

Richard Rolle, 1349, Walter Hilton, 1396, and Margery

Kempe, c. 1440, Mystics
SAINT MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS

Jerome, Priest, and Monk of Bethlehem, 420

October

Remigius, Bishop of Rheims, c. 530

George Kennedy Allen Bell, Bishop of Chichester,
and Ecumenist, 1958
John Raleigh Mott, Evangelist and Ecumenical Pioneer, 1955

Francis of Assisi, Friar, 1126

William Tyndale, 1536, and Miles Coverdale, 1568,
Translators of the Bible

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, Lutheran Pastor in North
America, 1787
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William Dwight Porter Bliss, Priest, 1926, and Richard
Theodore Ely, Economist, 1943

Wilfred Thomason Grenfell, Medical Missionary, 1940
Vida Dutton Scudder, Educator and Witness for Peace, 1954
Philip, Deacon and Evangelist

Samuel Isaac Joseph Scherechewsky, Bishop of Shanghai, 1906
Teresa of Avila, Nun, 1582

Hugh Latimer and Nicholas Ridley, Bishops and Martyrs, 1555
Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, and Martyr, ¢c. 115

SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Henry Martyn, Priest, and Missionary to India and Persia, 1812
William Carey, Missionary to India, 1834

SAINT JAMES OF JERUSALEM, BROTHER OF OUR
LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND MARTYR, c. 62

Alfred the Great, King of the West Saxons, 899

SAINT SIMON AND SAINT JUDE, APOSTLES
James Hannington, Bishop of Eastern Equatorial Africa,
and his Companions, Martyrs, 1885

John Wyclif, Priest and Prophetic Witness, 1384
Paul Shinji Sasaki, Bishop of Mid-Japan, and of Tokyo, 1946,

and Philip Lindel Tsen, Bishop of Honan, China, 1954
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November

ALL SAINTS
Commemoration of All Faithful Departed
Richard Hooker, Priest, 1600

William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1944
Willibrord, Archbishop of Utrecht, Missionary to Frisia, 739
(alternative date for James Theodore Holly — see March 13)

Leo the Great, Bishop of Rome, 461
Martin, Bishop of Tours, 397
Charles Simeon, Priest, 1836

Samuel Seabury, First American Bishop, 1796

Francis Asbury, 1816, and George Whitefield, 1770, Evangelists
Margaret, Queen of Scotland, 1093

Hugh, 1200, and Robert Grosseteste, 1253, Bishops of Lincoln
Hilda, Abbess of Whitby, 680

Elizabeth, Princess of Hungary, 1231

Edmund, King of East Anglia, 870

William Byrd, 1623, John Merbecke, 1585,

and Thomas Tallis, 1585, Musicians
Cecilia, Martyr at Rome, ¢. 280
Clive Staples Lewis, Apologist and Spiritual Writer, 1963
Clement, Bishop of Rome, c. 100

James Otis Sargent Huntington, Priest and Monk, 1935
Isaac Watts, Hymnwriter, 1748

Kamehameha and Emma, King and Queen of Hawaii, 1864,
1885

SAINT ANDREW THE APOSTLE

Calendar 19
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December

Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon, 1637

Charles de Foucauld, Hermit and Martyr in the Sahara, 1916

Channing Moore Williams, Missionary Bishop in China and
Japan, 1910

Francis Xavier, Missionary to the Far East, 1552

John of Damascus, Priest, c. 760
Clement of Alexandria, Priest, c. 210
Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c. 342
Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 397
Richard Baxter, Pastor and Writer, 1691

Karl Barth, Pastor and Theologian, 1968
Thomas Merton, Contemplative and Writer, 1968

Lucy (Lucia), Martyr at Syracuse, 304
Juan de la Cruz (John of the Cross), Mystic, 1591

John Horden, Bishop and Missionary in Canada, 1893
Robert McDonald, Priest, 1913

Ralph Adams Cram, 1942, and Richard Upjohn, 1878,
Architects, and John LaFarge, Artist, 1910

William Lloyd Garrison, 1879, and Maria Stewart, 1879,
Prophetic Witnesses

Lillian Trasher, Missionary in Egypt, 1961

SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE

Henry Budd, Priest, 1875
Charlotte Diggs (Lottie) Moon, Missionary in China, 1912

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
SAINT STEPHEN, DEACON AND MARTYR

Calendar
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SAINT JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST
THE HOLY INNOCENTS
Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1170

Frances Joseph Gaudet, Educator and Prison Reformer, 1934

Samuel Ajayi Crowther, Bishop in the Niger Territories, 1891

Calendar
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The Weekdays
of Advent
and Christmas

until the Baptism
of Christ



Concerning the Proper

Proper Lessons and Psalms are provided for the Eucharist for the
weekdays of Advent and Christmas to the First Sunday after Epiphany.
These Propers are also suitable for use at Liturgies of the Word held
on those days.

During the weeks of Advent 1 through 3, the first Readings from
Isaiah point to the coming of God’s reign. In the fourth week of
Advent, the first Readings are in thematic harmony with the Gospel
lections and reflect on the sacred history of God’s people in light of
God’s coming reign. The Gospel Readings for the first three weeks of
Advent point to Jesus’ words and acts as fulfilling the expectations
of God’s coming reign. Lections for the fourth week are taken from
the first two chapters of Matthew and Luke and prepare the Church
for the Christmas celebration. The first Readings for the weekdays
following Christmas Day provide a sequential reading of the First
Letter of John, which reflects on the significance of Jesus’ life for the
Church. The Gospel lections recall the early events of Jesus’ life and
the beginning of his ministry that revealed his authority and power.

Any of the Readings may be lengthened at discretion, and the
selections from the Psalter may be lengthened or shortened.

Where there is not a daily celebration of the Eucharist, the Proper
appointed for any weekday may be used on any other weekday in the
same week.

On days of optional observance on the Calendar, the Collect, Lessons,
Psalm and Preface are ordinarily those of the saint. Where there is a
daily celebration, however, the weekday Lessons and Psalm may be
substituted.

The Collect of the previous Sunday may be used on ordinary
weekdays, except that the third collect for the Nativity of Our Lord:
Christmas Day is used for any weekdays between Holy Innocents’ Day
and the First Sunday after Christmas Day. Any of the sets of Proper
Lessons for Christmas Day may serve for any weekdays between Holy
Innocents’ Day and the First Sunday after Christmas Day.

24 Weekdays of Advent & Christmas



The First Week of Advent

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Psalms

I22

72:1-8

23

118:19—24

27:1-6,17-18

I47:1-I2

Lessons

Isaiah 2:1-5

(or in Year A,
Isaiah 4:2-6)
Matthew 8:5-13

Isaiah 11:1-10
Luke 10:21-24

Isaiah 25:6—9
Matthew 15:29-39

Isaiah 26:1-6
Matthew 7:21-27

Isaiah 29:17-24
Matthew 9:27-31

Isaiah 30:19-21,23-26
Matthew 9:35-10:1,5-8

Weekdays of Advent & Christmas 25



The Second Week of Advent

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

26 Weekdays of Advent & Christmas

Psalms

85:8-13

96
(or in Year B,
50:7-15)

103:I-I0

145:1-4,8-13

80:1-3,14-18

Lessons

Isaiah 35:1-10
Luke 5:17—26

Isaiah 40:1-11

(or in Year B,
Amos 5:18-24)
Matthew 18:12-14

Isaiah 40:25-31
Matthew 11:28-30

Isaiah 41:13—20
Matthew 11:7-15

Isaiah 48:17-19
Matthew 11:16-19

Sirach 48:1-11
Matthew 17:9-13



The Third Week of Advent

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Psalms Lessons
25:3-8 Numbers 24:2-7,15-17a
Matthew 21:23-27
34:1-8 Zephaniah 3:1-2,9-13
Matthew 21:28-32
85:8-13 Isaiah 45:5-8(9-17)18-25
Luke 7:19-23
30 Isaiah §4:1-10
Luke 7:24-30
67 Isaiah 56:1-8
John 5:33-36

Weekdays of Advent & Christmas
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December 17 — December 24

Psalms Lessons

17 72:1-8 Genesis 49:2,8—-10
Matthew 1:1-7,17

18 72:11-18 Jeremiah 23:5-8
Matthew 1:18-25

19 71:1-8 Judges 13:2—7,24-25
Luke 1:5-25

20 24 Isaiah 7:10-14
Luke 1:26-38

21 33:1—-5,20-22 Zephaniah 3:14-18a

(or in Year C, Song of
Solomon 2:8-14)

Luke 1:39—45
22 Canticle 9 or 1 Samuel 1:19-28
113 or 122 Luke 1:46-56
23 25:1-14 Malachi 3:1-5
Luke 1:57-66
24 89:1—4,19—-29 2 Samuel 7:1-16
Luke 1:67—79

28 Weekdays of Advent & Christmas



December 26 — December 31

26

27

28

29

30

31

Psalms Lessons

Collect and Proper Lessons for St. Stephen
Collect and Proper Lessons for St. John

Collect and Proper Lessons for the Holy Innocents

96:1-91 John 2:7-11
Luke 2:22-35

96:7-10 1 John 2:12-17
Luke 2:36—40

96:1-2,11-13 1 John 2:18-21
John 1:1-18

Weekdays of Advent & Christmas
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January 2 - January 12

Psalms Lessons

2 98:1—5 1 John 2:22-29
John 1:19-28

3 98:1-2,4—7 1 John 3:1-6
John 1:29-34

4 98:1-2,8—10 1 John 3:7-10
John 1:35—42

5 100 1 John 3:11-18
John 1:43-51

vé 2 1 John 3:18-4:6

Matthew 4:12-17,23-25

8 72:1-8 1 John 4:7-12
Mark 6:30-44
9 72:1-2,10-13 1 John 4:11-19
Mark 6:45-52
10 72:1-2,14-19 1 John 4:19-5:4
Luke 4:14—22
11 147:13—21 1 John 5:5-12
Luke 5:12-16
12 149:T—4 1 John 5:13-21
John 3:22-30

The Monday after the Baptism of Christ begins Ordinary Time, the
Weeks after Epiphany.

30 Weekdays of Advent & Christmas



The Weekdays
of Lent



Concerning the Proper

Proper Collects, Lessons, and Psalms are provided for the Eucharist
on the weekdays of Lent. These Propers are also suitable for use at
Liturgies of the Word (preaching services) held on those days. The
First Lesson is invariably from the Old Testament, and is chosen to
match the appointed Gospel.

Any of the Readings may be lengthened at discretion. Suggested
lengthenings are shown in parentheses. The selections from the Psalter
may be lengthened or shortened.

Where there is not a daily celebration of the Eucharist, the Proper
appointed for any weekday may be used on any other weekday in the
same week.

In keeping with ancient tradition, the observance of Lenten weekdays
ordinarily takes precedence over Lesser Feasts occurring during this
season. It is appropriate, however, to name the saint whose day it is in
the Prayers of the People, and, if desired, to use the Collect of the saint
to conclude the Prayers.

32 Weekdays of Lent



I1

Thursday after Ash Wednesday

Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with thy most gracious
favor, and further us with thy continual help; that in all
our works begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may
glorify thy holy Name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most
gracious favor, and further us with your continual help;
that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in
you, we may glorify your holy Name, and finally, by your
mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
1 Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Luke 9:18-25

Preface of Lent
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II

Friday after Ash Wednesday

Support us, O Lord, with thy gracious favor through the
fast we have begun; that as we observe it by bodily self-
denial, so we may fulfill it with inner sincerity of heart;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.
Amen.

Support us, O Lord, with your gracious favor through

the fast we have begun; that as we observe it by bodily
self-denial, so we may fulfill it with inner sincerity of
heart; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Psalm Lessons

SI:1-10 Isaiah §8:1—9a
Matthew 9:10-17

Preface of Lent
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II

Saturday after Ash Wednesday

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our
infirmities, and in all our dangers and necessities stretch
forth thy right hand to help and defend us; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our
infirmities, and in all our dangers and necessities stretch
forth your right hand to help and defend us; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
86:1-11 Isaiah 58:9b-14
Luke 5:27-32

Preface of Lent
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II

Monday in the First Week of Lent

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully increase in us
thy gifts of holy discipline, in almsgiving, prayer, and
fasting; that our lives may be directed to the fulfilling of
thy most gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully increase in us
your gifts of holy discipline, in almsgiving, prayer, and
fasting; that our lives may be directed to the fulfilling of
your most gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

19:7—14 Leviticus 19:1—2,11-18
Matthew 25:31-46

Preface of Lent
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II

Tuesday in the First Week of Lent

Grant to thy people, Lord, grace to withstand the
temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil, and with
pure hearts and minds to follow thee, the only true God,
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Grant to your people, Lord, grace to withstand the
temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil, and with
pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only true God;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

34:15—22 Isaiah 55:6-11
Matthew 6:7-15

Preface of Lent
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II

Wednesday in the First Week of Lent

Bless us, O God, in this holy season, in which our

hearts seek thy help and healing; and so purify us by thy
discipline that we may grow in grace and in the knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ; who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Bless us, O God, in this holy season, in which our hearts
seek your help and healing; and so purify us by your
discipline that we may grow in grace and in the knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Psalm Lessons

SI:11-18 Jonah 3:1-10
Luke 11:29-32

Preface of Lent
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II

Thursday in the First Week of Lent

Strengthen us, O Lord, by thy grace, that in thy might we
may overcome all spiritual enemies, and with pure hearts
serve thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Strengthen us, O Lord, by your grace, that in your might
we may overcome all spiritual enemies, and with pure
hearts serve you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

138 Esther (Apocrypha) 14:1-6,12-14
Matthew 7:7-12

Preface of Lent
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II

Friday in the First Week of Lent

Lord Christ, our eternal Redeemer, grant us such
fellowship in thy sufferings, that, filled with thy Holy
Spirit, we may subdue the flesh to the spirit, and the
spirit to thee, and at the last attain to the glory of thy
resurrection; who livest and reignest with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Lord Christ, our eternal Redeemer, grant us such
fellowship in your sufferings, that, filled with your Holy
Spirit, we may subdue the flesh to the spirit, and the
spirit to you, and at the last attain to the glory of your
resurrection; who lives and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

130 Ezekiel 18:21-28
Matthew §:20-26

Preface of Lent
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II

Saturday in the First Week of Lent

O God, who by thy Word dost marvelously carry out the
work of reconciliation: Grant that in our Lenten fast we
may be devoted to thee with all our hearts, and united
with one another in prayer and holy love; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, by your Word you marvelously carry out the work
of reconciliation: Grant that in our Lenten fast we may be
devoted to you with all our hearts, and united with one
another in prayer and holy love; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

119:1-8 Deuteronomy 26:16-19
Matthew 5:43—48

Preface of Lent
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II

Monday in the Second Week of Lent

Let thy Spirit, O Lord, come into the midst of us to wash
us with the pure water of repentance, and prepare us to
be always a living sacrifice unto thee; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Let your Spirit, O Lord, come into the midst of us to wash
us with the pure water of repentance, and prepare us to be
always a living sacrifice to you; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
79:1—9 Daniel 9:3-10
Luke 6:27-38

Preface of Lent
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II

Tuesday in the Second Week of Lent

O God, who didst will to redeem us from all iniquity by
thy Son: Deliver us when we are tempted to regard sin
without abhorrence, and let the virtue of his passion come
between us and our mortal enemy; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, you willed to redeem us from all iniquity by your
Son: Deliver us when we are tempted to regard sin without
abhorrence, and let the virtue of his passion come between
us and our mortal enemy; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

§0:7-15,22—24 Isaiah 1:2—4,16—20
Matthew 23:1-12

Preface of Lent
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II

Wednesday in the Second Week of Lent

O God, who didst so love the world that thou gavest thine
only-begotten Son to reconcile earth with heaven: Grant
that we, loving thee above all things, may love our friends
in thee, and our enemies for thy sake; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, you so loved the world that you gave your only-
begotten Son to reconcile earth with heaven: Grant that
we, loving you above all things, may love our friends in
you, and our enemies for your sake; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

31:9-16 Jeremiah 18:1-11,18—20
Matthew 20:17-28

Preface of Lent

44 Weekdays of Lent



I1

Thursday in the Second Week of Lent

O Lord, strong and mighty, Lord of hosts and King of
glory: Cleanse our hearts from sin, keep our hands pure,
and turn our minds from what is passing away; so that
at the last we may stand in thy holy place and receive thy
blessing; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

O Lord, strong and mighty, Lord of hosts and King of
glory: Cleanse our hearts from sin, keep our hands pure,
and turn our minds from what is passing away; so that at
the last we may stand in your holy place and receive your
blessing; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

1 Jeremiah 17:5-10
Luke 16:19-31

Preface of Lent
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II

Friday in the Second Week of Lent

Grant, O Lord, that as thy Son Jesus Christ prayed for
his enemies on the cross, so we may have grace to forgive
those who wrongfully or scornfully use us, that we
ourselves may be able to receive thy forgiveness; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that as your Son Jesus Christ prayed

for his enemies on the cross, so we may have grace to
forgive those who wrongfully or scornfully use us, that we
ourselves may be able to receive your forgiveness; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

105:16—22 Genesis 37:3—4,12—28
Matthew 21:33—43

Preface of Lent
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II

Saturday in the Second Week of Lent

Grant, most merciful Lord, to thy faithful people pardon
and peace, that they may be cleansed from all their sins,
and serve thee with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Grant, most merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon
and peace, that they may be cleansed from all their sins,
and serve you with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

103:1—4(5-8)9-12 Micah 7:14-15,18-20
Luke 15:11-32

Preface of Lent
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II

Monday in the Third Week of Lent

Look upon the hearty desires of thy humble servants, we
beseech thee, Almighty God, and stretch forth the right
hand of thy majesty to be our defense against all our
enemies; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Look upon the heart-felt desires of your humble servants,
Almighty God, and stretch forth the right hand of your
majesty to be our defense against all our enemies; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

42:1—7 2 Kings §:1-15b
Luke 4:23-30d

Another Proper

The following Psalm and Lessons may be used on any weekday in this
week, especially in Years B and C.

95:6-11 Exodus 17:1—7
John 4:5-26(27-38)39-42

Preface of Lent
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II

Tuesday in the Third Week of Lent

O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to hear us; and grant
that we, to whom thou hast given a hearty desire to pray,
may, by thy mighty aid, be defended and comforted in all
dangers and adversities; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear us; and grant
that we, to whom you have given a fervent desire to pray,
may, by your mighty aid, be defended and comforted in
all dangers and adversities; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

25:3-10 Song of the Three Young Men
2—4,11—20a*
Matthew 18:21-35

Preface of Lent

* In some Bibles, Daniel 3:25-27,34-43
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II

Wednesday in the Third Week of Lent

Give ear to our prayers, O Lord, and dispose the way of
thy servants in safety under thy protection, that, amidst
all the changes of our earthly pilgrimage, we may ever be
guarded by thy mighty aid; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one
God; for ever and ever. Amen.

Give ear to our prayers, O Lord, and direct the way of
your servants in safety under your protection, that, amid
all the changes of our earthly pilgrimage, we may be
guarded by your mighty aid; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

78:1-6 Deuteronomy 4:1-2,5-9
Matthew 5:17-19
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Thursday in the Third Week of Lent

Keep watch over thy Church, O Lord, with thine unfailing
love; and, seeing that it is grounded in human weakness
and cannot maintain itself without thine aid, protect

it from all danger, and keep it in the way of salvation;
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Keep watch over your Church, O Lord, with your
unfailing love; and, since it is grounded in human
weakness and cannot maintain itself without your aid,
protect it from all danger, and keep it in the way of
salvation; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

95:6—TT Jeremiah 7:23-238
Luke 11:14-23
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Friday in the Third Week of Lent

Grant us, O Lord our Strength, to have a true love of thy
holy Name; that, trusting in thy grace, we may fear no
earthly evil, nor fix our hearts on earthly goods, but may
rejoice in thy full salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Grant us, O Lord our Strength, a true love of your holy
Name; so that, trusting in your grace, we may fear no
earthly evil, nor fix our hearts on earthly goods, but may
rejoice in your full salvation; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

81:8-14 Hosea 14:1-9
Mark 12:28-34
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Saturday in the Third Week of Lent

O God, who knowest us to be set in the midst of so many
and great dangers, that by reason of the frailty of our
nature we cannot always stand upright: Grant to us such
strength and protection as may support us in all dangers,
and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, you know us to be set in the midst of so many and
great dangers, that by reason of the frailty of our nature
we cannot always stand upright: Grant us such strength
and protection as may support us in all dangers, and carry
us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
§I:15—20 Hosea 6:1-6
Luke 18:9-14
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Monday in the Fourth Week of Lent

O Lord our God, who in thy holy Sacraments hast given
us a foretaste of the good things of thy kingdom: Direct
us, we beseech thee, in the way that leadeth unto eternal
life, that we may come to appear before thee in that place
of light where thou dost dwell for ever with thy saints;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

O Lord our God, in your holy Sacraments you have given
us a foretaste of the good things of your kingdom: Direct
us, we pray, in the way that leads to eternal life, that we
may come to appear before you in that place of light where
you dwell for ever with your saints; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
30:1-6,11-13 Isaiah 65:17-25
John 4:43-54

Another Proper

The following Psalm and Lessons may be used on any weekday in this
week, especially in Years B and C.

27:1,10-18 Micah 7:7—9
John 9:1-13(14-27)28-38
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Tuesday in the Fourth Week of Lent

O God, with whom is the well of life, and in whose light
we see light: Quench our thirst, we pray thee, with living
water, and flood our darkened minds with heavenly light;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

O God, with you is the well of life, and in your light we
see light: Quench our thirst with living water, and flood
our darkened minds with heavenly light; through Jesus

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
46:1-8 Ezekiel 47:1-9,12
John §:1-18
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Wednesday in the Fourth Week of Lent

O Lord our God, who didst sustain thine ancient people

in the wilderness with bread from heaven: Feed now thy
pilgrim flock with the food that endureth unto everlasting
life; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

O Lord our God, you sustained your ancient people in the
wilderness with bread from heaven: Feed now your pilgrim
flock with the food that endures to everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Psalm Lessons
145:8-19 Isaiah 49:8-15
John 5:19-29
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Thursday in the Fourth Week of Lent

Almighty and most merciful God, drive from us all
weakness of body, mind, and spirit; that, being restored
to wholeness, we may with free hearts become what thou
dost intend us to be and accomplish what thou willest

us to do; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Almighty and most merciful God, drive from us all
weakness of body, mind, and spirit; that, being restored
to wholeness, we may with free hearts become what you
intend us to be and accomplish what you want us to

doj; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Psalm Lessons
106:6—7,19-23 Exodus 32:7-14
John 5:30-47
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Friday in the Fourth Week of Lent

O God, who hast given us the Good News of thine
abounding love in thy Son Jesus Christ: So fill our hearts
with thankfulness that we may rejoice to tell abroad the
good tidings we have received; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, you have given us the Good News of your
abounding love in your Son Jesus Christ: So fill our hearts
with thankfulness that we may rejoice to proclaim the
good tidings we have received; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

34:15-22 Wisdom 2:1a,12-24
John 7:1-2,10,25-30
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Saturday in the Fourth Week of Lent

Mercifully hear our prayers, O Lord, and spare all

those who confess their sins unto thee; that they, whose
consciences by sin are accused, by thy merciful pardon
may be absolved; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Mercifully hear our prayers, O Lord, and spare all

those who confess their sins to you; that those whose
consciences are accused by sin may by your merciful
pardon be absolved; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
7:6-11 Jeremiah r1:18—20
John 7:37-52
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Monday in the Fifth Week of Lent

Be gracious to thy people, we beseech thee, O Lord, that
they, repenting day by day of the things that displease thee,
may be more and more filled with love of thee and of thy
commandments; and, being supported by thy grace in this
life, may come to the full enjoyment of eternal life in thine
everlasting kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Be gracious to your people, we entreat you, O Lord, that
they, repenting day by day of the things that displease you,
may be more and more filled with love of you and of your
commandments; and, being supported by your grace in
this life, may come to the full enjoyment of eternal life in
your everlasting kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

23 Susanna® 1-9,15-29,34—62
Or Verses 41—62
John 8:1-11

or John 8:12—20
* In some Bibles, Daniel 13

Another Proper

The following Psalm and Lessons may be used on any weekday of this
week, especially in Years B and C.

17:1-8 2 Kings 4:18-21,32—37
John 11:(1—7)18-44
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Tuesday in the Fifth Week of Lent

Almighty God, who through the incarnate Word dost
make us to be born anew of an imperishable and eternal
seed: Look with compassion, we beseech thee, upon those
who are being prepared for Holy Baptism, and grant that
they may be built as living stones into a spiritual temple
acceptable unto thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Almighty God, through the incarnate Word you have
caused us to be born anew of an imperishable and eternal
seed: Look with compassion upon those who are being
prepared for Holy Baptism, and grant that they may be
built as living stones into a spiritual temple acceptable to
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Psalm Lessons
102:15-22 Numbers 21:4-9
John 8:21-30
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Wednesday in the Fifth Week of Lent

Almighty God our heavenly Father, renew in us the gifts
of thy mercy; increase our faith, strengthen our hope,
enlighten our understanding, enlarge our charity, and
make us ready to serve thee; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Almighty God our heavenly Father, renew in us the gifts
of your mercy; increase our faith, strengthen our hope,
enlighten our understanding, widen our charity, and make
us ready to serve you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
Canticle 2 or 13 Daniel 3:14-20,24-28
John 8:31—42
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Thursday in the Fifth Week of Lent

O God, who hast called us to be thy children, and hast
promised that those who suffer with Christ will be heirs
with him of thy glory: Arm us with such trust in him that
we may ask no rest from his demands and have no fear in
his service; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, you have called us to be your children, and have
promised that those who suffer with Christ will be heirs
with him of your glory: Arm us with such trust in him that
we may ask no rest from his demands and have no fear in
his service; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
I10§:4-I1 Genesis 17:1-8
John 8:51-59
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Friday in the Fifth Week of Lent

O Lord, who dost, out of the abundance of thy great
riches, relieve our necessity: Grant, we beseech thee, that
we may accept with joy the salvation thou dost bestow,
and by the quality of our lives show forth the same to all
the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

O Lord, you relieve our necessity out of the abundance
of your great riches: Grant that we may accept with joy
the salvation you bestow, and manifest it to all the world
by the quality of our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

18:1-7 Jeremiah 20:7-13
John 10:31—42
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Saturday in the Fifth Week of Lent

O Lord, who in thy goodness dost bestow abundant graces
on thine elect: Look with favor, we entreat thee, upon
those who in these Lenten days are being prepared for
Holy Baptism, and grant them the help of thy protection;
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

O Lord, in your goodness you bestow abundant graces on
your elect: Look with favor, we entreat you, upon those
who in these Lenten days are being prepared for Holy
Baptism, and grant them the help of your protection;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

85:1—7 Ezekiel 37:21-28
John 11:45-53
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The Weekdays
of Easter Season



Concerning the Proper

Proper Lessons and Psalms are provided for the weekdays of Easter
Season. The First Lessons consist of a semi-continuous reading of the
Acts of the Apostles (which is an ancient tradition in this season), the
earlier portions of which are appointed in the Prayer Book Lectionary
for the weekdays of Easter Week. The Readings from the Gospel
according to John are chosen for their appropriateness to the season,
and complement the Readings from this Gospel assigned to the season
of Lent.

Any of the Readings may be lengthened at discretion. The selections
from the Psalter may be lengthened or shortened.

Where there is not a daily celebration of the Eucharist, the Proper
appointed for any weekday may be used on any other weekday in the
same week.

Since the triumphs of the saints are a continuation and manifestation
of the Paschal victory of Christ, the celebration of saints’ days is
particularly appropriate during this season. On such days, therefore,
the Collect, Lessons, Psalm, and Preface are ordinarily those of the
saint. Where there is a daily celebration, however, the weekday
Lessons and Psalm may be substituted.

A corpus of Collects is provided for use as the Collect of the Day
on weekdays which are not saints’ days. These Collects are also
appropriate for use at the conclusion of the Prayers of the People
during this season, including the Sundays.
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Weekdays of Easter Season

The Collects which follow are particularly appropriate for use at the
times indicated.

The Lessons and Psalms for this season are on pages 80-85 of this
book.

From Monday after 2 Easter until 4 Easter

I

O God, who hast united divers peoples in the confession
of thy Name: Grant, we pray thee, that all who have been
born again in the font of Baptism may also be united in
faith and love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

O God, you have united diverse peoples in the confession
of your Name: Grant that all who have been born again
in the font of Baptism may also be united in faith and
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

2

O God, who by the waters of Baptism hast renewed those
who believe in thee: Come to the help of those who have
been reborn in Christ, that they may overcome the wiles of
the devil, and continue faithful to the gifts of grace that
they have received from thee; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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O God, by the waters of Baptism you have renewed those
who believe in you: Come to the help of those who have
been reborn in Christ, that they may overcome the wiles
of the devil, and continue faithful to the gifts of grace they
have received from you; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

3

Grant, O Lord, we beseech thee, that we may so live in
the Paschal mystery that the joy of these fifty days may
continually strengthen us, and assure us of our salvation;
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that we may so live in the Paschal mystery
that the joy of these fifty days may continually strengthen
us, and assure us of our salvation; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

4

O Lord, who hast saved us through the Paschal mystery
of Christ: Continue to support thy people with heavenly
gifts, that we may attain unto true liberty, and enjoy the
happiness of heaven which we have begun to taste on
earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.
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11 O Lord, you have saved us through the Paschal mystery
of Christ: Continue to support your people with heavenly
gifts, that we may attain true liberty, and enjoy the
happiness of heaven which we have begun to taste on
earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

5

1 O Lord, who art the life of the faithful, the glory of the
saints, and the delight of those who trust in thee: Hear our
supplications, and quench, we pray thee, the thirst of those
who long for thy promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

11 O Lord, the life of the faithful, the glory of the saints,
and the delight of those who trust in you: Hear our
supplications, and quench, we pray, the thirst of those who
long for your promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

6

1 O God, who by the abundance of thy grace dost
unfailingly increase the number of thy children: Look with
favor upon those whom thou hast chosen to be members
of thy Church, that, having been born again in Baptism,
they may be granted a glorious resurrection; through Jesus
Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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11 O God, by the abundance of your grace you unfailingly
increase the number of your children: Look with favor
upon those whom you have chosen to be members of your
Church, that, having been born again in Baptism, they
may be granted a glorious resurrection; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

7

1 Let thy people, O Lord, rejoice for ever that they have
been renewed in spirit; and let the joy of our adoption as
thy sons and daughters strengthen the hope of our glorious
resurrection in Jesus Christ our Lord; who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

11 Let your people, O Lord, rejoice for ever that they have
been renewed in spirit; and let the joy of our adoption
as your sons and daughters strengthen the hope of our
glorious resurrection in Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

From Monday after 4 Easter until Ascension Day

8

1 Almighty and everlasting God, who hast given unto thy
Church the great joy of the resurrection of Jesus Christ:
Give us also the greater joy of the kingdom of thine elect,
when the flock of thy Son will share in the final victory
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of its Shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord; who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given your
Church the great joy of the resurrection of Jesus Christ:
Give us also the greater joy of the kingdom of your elect,
when the flock of your Son will share in the final victory of
its Shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

9

Almighty God, who showest to them that are in error
the light of thy truth, to the intent that they may return
into the way of righteousness: Grant unto all those who
are admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s religion that
they may avoid those things that are contrary to their
profession, and follow all such things as are agreeable to
the same; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Almighty God, you show the light of your truth to those
who are in error, to the intent that they may return to the
way of righteousness: Grant to those who are admitted
into the fellowship of Christ’s religion that they may avoid
those things that are contrary to their profession, and
follow all such things as are agreeable to it; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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God of infinite mercy, who dost renew the faith of thy
people by the yearly celebration of these fifty days: Stir

up in us, we beseech thee, the gifts of thy grace, that we
may more deeply know that Baptism hath cleansed us,

the Spirit hath quickened us, and the Blood of Christ hath
redeemed us; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

God of infinite mercy, you renew the faith of your people
by the yearly celebration of these fifty days: Stir up in us
the gifts of your grace, that we may know more deeply
that Baptism has cleansed us, the Spirit has quickened us,
and the Blood of Christ has redeemed us; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

II

Lord God Almighty, who for no merit on our part hast
brought us out of death into life, out of sorrow into joy:
Put no end to thy gifts, fulfill thy marvelous acts in us, and
grant unto us who have been justified by faith the strength
to persevere in that faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Lord God Almighty, for no merit on our part you have
brought us out of death into life, out of sorrow into joy:
Put no end to your gifts, fulfill your marvelous acts in

us, and grant to us who have been justified by faith the
strength to persevere in that faith; through Jesus Christ our
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Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

I2

O God, who dost continually increase thy Church by the
birth of new sons and daughters in Baptism: Grant that
they may be obedient all the days of their life to the rule
of faith which they did receive in that Sacrament; through
Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

O God, you continually increase your Church by the birth
of new sons and daughters in Baptism: Grant that they
may be obedient all the days of their life to the rule of
faith which they received in that Sacrament; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

I3

Grant, Almighty God, we beseech thee, that the
commemoration of our Lord’s death and resurrection
may continually transform our lives and be manifest in
our deeds; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Grant, Almighty God, that the commemoration of our
Lord’s death and resurrection may continually transform
our lives and be manifested in our deeds; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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14

Hear our prayers, O Lord, and, as we confess that Christ,
the Savior of the world, doth live with thee in glory, grant
that, as he himself hath promised, we may perceive him
present among us also, to the end of the ages; who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Hear our prayers, O Lord, and, as we confess that Christ,
the Savior of the world, lives with you in glory, grant that,
as he himself has promised, we may perceive him present
among us also, to the end of the ages; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

IS5

O Lord, who hast given unto us the grace to know the
resurrection of thy Son: Grant that the Holy Spirit, by his
love, may raise us to newness of life; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

O Lord, you have given us the grace to know the
resurrection of your Son: Grant that the Holy Spirit, by his
love, may raise us to newness of life; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

16

O Lord, who openest the portals of thy kingdom to those
who have been reborn by water and the Spirit: Increase
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the grace which thou hast given to thy children, that those
whom thou hast cleansed from sin may attain to all thy
promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

O Lord, you open the portals of your kingdom to those
who have been reborn by water and the Spirit: Increase
the grace you have given to your children, that those
whom you have cleansed from sin may attain to all your
promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

From Friday after Ascension Day until Pentecost
17

O God, who by the resurrection of thy Son hast given unto
us a new birth into eternal life: Lift our hearts, we beseech
thee, to our Savior, who sitteth at thy right hand, that,
when he shall come again, we who have been reborn in
Baptism may be clothed in a glorious immortality; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, by the resurrection of your Son you have given

us a new birth into eternal life: Lift our hearts to our
Savior, who is seated at your right hand, so that, when he
comes again, we who have been reborn in Baptism may be
clothed in a glorious immortality; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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18

O God, who by the glorification of Jesus Christ and the
coming of the Holy Spirit hast opened for us the gates of
thy kingdom: Grant that we, who have received such great
gifts, may dedicate ourselves more diligently to thy service,
and live more fully the riches of our faith; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, by the glorification of Jesus Christ and the coming
of the Holy Spirit you have opened for us the gates of
your kingdom: Grant that we, who have received such
great gifts, may dedicate ourselves more diligently to your
service, and live more fully the riches of our faith; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

19

O Lord, whose Son, after he had ascended into heaven, did
send down upon the Apostles the Holy Spirit, as he had
promised, that they might comprehend the mysteries of the
kingdom: Distribute among us also, we pray thee, the gifts
of that selfsame Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

O Lord, when your Son ascended into heaven he sent
down upon the Apostles the Holy Spirit, as he had
promised, that they might comprehend the mysteries of
the kingdom: Distribute among us also, we pray, the gifts
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of the selfsame Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

20

O loving Father, grant, we pray thee, that thy Church,
being gathered by thy Holy Spirit, may be dedicated more
fully to thy service, and live united in love, according to
thy will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the same Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

O loving Father, grant that your Church, being gathered
by your Holy Spirit, may be dedicated more fully to your
service, and live united in love, according to your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
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The Second Week of Easter

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Psalm

2:1-9%

o1 146:4—9

93

34:1-8

34:15-22

27:1—9

33:1—5,18—22

Preface of Easter

* Appointed also at Morning Prayer on this Day.

8o Weekdays of Easter

Lessons

Acts 4:23-31
John 3:1-8

Acts 4:32-37
John 3:7-15

Acts §5:12—26
John 3:16-21

Acts §5:27-33
John 3:31-36

Acts §5:34—42
John 6:1-15

Acts 6:1—7
John 6:16-21



The Third Week of Easter

Psalm
Monday 27:10-18
Tuesday 31:1—5

Wednesday 66:1-8

Thursday 66:14-18
(Years A & B)
65:1—5 (Year C)
Friday 117
Saturday 116:10-17

Preface of Easter

Lessons

Acts 6:8-15
John 6:22-29

Acts 7:51-8:12
John 6:30-35

Acts 8:1b-8
John 6:35-40

Acts 8:26—40
(Years A & B)

Acts 8:9-25
(Year C)

John 6:44-51

Acts 9:1—20
(Years A & B)
Acts 9:10-20,26—-3 1
(Year C)
John 6:52-59

Acts 9:31—42
(Years A & B)

Acts 10:1-5,25-3 1,
34-35,44-48
(Year C)

John 6:60-69

Weekdays of Easter
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The Fourth Week of Easter

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Psalm

96:1—9

87

67

89:20-29

2:6-13

98:1-6

(Years A & B)

16:5-11(Year C)

Preface of Easter

82 Weekdays of Easter

Lessons

Acts 11:1-18
John 1o:11-18
(Year A)

John 10:1-10
(Years B & C)

Acts 11:19-26
John 10:22-30

Acts 12:24-13:5a
John 12:44-50

Acts 13:13—25
John 13:16-20

Acts 13:26-33
John 14:1-6

Acts 13:44—-52
(Years A & B)
Acts 13:32—43
(Year C)

John 14:7-14



The Fifth Week of Easter

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Psalm
I15:1-13
145:9-14
122
96:1-10
§7:6—1I1
100

Preface of Easter

Lessons

Acts 14:5-18
John 14:21-26

Acts 14:19-28
John 14:27-31a

Acts 15:1-6
John 15:1-8

Acts 15:7-21
John 15:9-11

Acts 15:22-31
John 15:12~17

Acts 16:1-10
John 15:18-21

Weekdays of Easter
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The Sixth Week of Easter

Psalm
Monday 149
Tuesday 138

Wednesday 148:1-2,11-14

Preface of Easter

Friday 98:1—4
Saturday 47%
or 93

Preface of the Ascension

* Appointed as an alternative for the following day.

84 Weekdays of Easter

Lessons

Acts 16:11-15
John 15:26-16:4a

Acts 16:16-34
John 16:5-11

Acts 17:15,22-18:1
John 16:12-15

Acts 18:1-8
John 16:20-23a

Acts 18:23—28
John 16:23b—238



The Seventh Week of Easter

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Psalm

68:1-8

68:9-10,17—-20

68:28—-36

16:5—11

103:1—2,19—22

11:4-8

Preface of the Ascension

Lessons

Acts 19:1-8
John 16:28-33

Acts 20:17-27
John 17:1-112

Acts 20:28-38
John 17:11b-19

Acts 22:30; 23:6-11
John 17:20-26

Acts 25:13-21
John 21:15-19

Acts 28:16-20,30-31
John 21:20-25

Weekdays of Easter

85
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Concerning the Proper

Proper Collects, Lessons, and Psalms are provided for each of the
Lesser Feasts.

One or two readings may be used before the Gospel. At the
celebration of the Eucharist, a reading from the Gospel is always
included.

Any of the Readings may be lengthened at discretion. The selections
from the Psalter may be lengthened or shortened.

The Preface of the Season (when there is one) may be substituted for
the Preface indicated in the Proper for Lesser Feasts.

The Prayer Book provides three Prefaces “of a Saint” which may be
used at discretion on certain of the Lesser Feasts. This book indicates
the most appropriate of those Prefaces by the use of numerals in
parentheses: (1), (2), or (3).

An appropriate Collect, Psalm, and Lessons from the Common of
Saints (HWHM pp. 711-726) may be substituted for those assigned to
a Lesser Feast.
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Most biographical notes on this Apostle begin “Andrew was Simon
Peter’s brother,” and he is so described in the Gospels. Identifying
Andrew as Peter’s brother makes it easy to know who he is, but it
also makes it easy to overlook the fact of Andrew’s special gift to the
company of Christ. The Gospel according to John tells how Andrew,
a disciple of John the Baptist, was one of two disciples who followed
Jesus after John had pointed him out, saying, “Behold the Lamb of
God” (John 1:29). Andrew and the other disciple went with Jesus
and stayed with him, and Andrew’s first act afterward was to find
his brother and bring him to Jesus. We might call Andrew the first
missionary in the company of disciples.

Though Andrew was not a part of the inner circle of disciples (Peter,
James, and John), he is always named in the list of disciples, and
appears prominently in several incidents. Andrew and Peter were
fishermen, and Matthew’s Gospel records Jesus’ calling them from
their occupation, and their immediate response to his call. Andrew
was the disciple who brought the boy with the loaves and fishes to
Jesus for the feeding of the multitude.

We hear little of Andrew as a prominent leader, and he seems always
to be in the shadow of Peter. Eusebius, the Church historian, records
his going to Scythia, but there is no reliable information about the end
of his life. Tradition has it that he was fastened to an X-shaped cross
and suffered death at the hands of angry pagans.

Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland.

90 November 30



II

Saint Andrew the Apostle

Almighty God, who didst give such grace to thine apostle
Andrew that he readily obeyed the call of thy Son Jesus
Christ, and brought his brother with him: Give unto us,
who are called by thy Word, grace to follow him without
delay, and to bring those near to us into his gracious
presence; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, who gave such grace to your apostle
Andrew that he readily obeyed the call of your Son
Jesus Christ, and brought his brother with him: Give

us, who are called by your Holy Word, grace to follow
him without delay, and to bring those near to us into his
gracious presence; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
19 Deuteronomy 30:11-14
or 19:1—6 Romans 10:88-18

Matthew 4:18-22

Preface of Apostles

November 30 91



Nicholas Ferrar (1592-1637) was the founder of a religious
community at Little Gidding, Huntingdonshire, England, which
existed from 1626 to 1646. His family had been prominent in
the affairs of the Virginia Company, but when that company was
dissolved, he took deacon’s orders, and retired to the country.

At Little Gidding, his immediate family and a few friends and servants
gave themselves wholly to religious observance. They restored the
derelict church near the manor house, became responsible for services
there, taught many of the local children, and looked after the health
and well-being of the people of the neighborhood. A regular round of
prayer according to the Book of Common Prayer was observed, along
with the daily recital of the whole of the Psalter. The members of the
community became widely known for fasting, private prayer and
meditation, and for writing stories and books illustrating themes of
Christian faith and morality.

One of the most interesting of the activities of the Little Gidding
community was the preparation of “harmonies” of the Gospels, one of
which was presented to King Charles I by the Ferrar family.

The community did not long survive the death of Nicholas Ferrar.
However, the memory of the religious life at Little Gidding was kept
alive, principally through Izaak Walton’s description in his Life of
George Herbert: “He (Ferrar) and his family ... did most of them keep
Lent and all Ember-weeks strictly, both in fasting and using all those
mortifications and prayers that the Church hath appointed ... and he
and they did the like constantly on Fridays, and on the vigils or eves
appointed to be fasted before the Saints’ days; and this frugality and
abstinence turned to the relief of the poor ...”

The community became an important symbol for many Anglicans
when religious orders began to revive. Its life inspired T.S. Eliot, and
he gave the title, “Little Gidding,” to the last of his Four Quartets, one
of the great religious poems of the twentieth century.

92 December 1



II

Nicholas Ferrar
Deacon, 1637

Lord God, make us worthy of thy perfect love; that, with
thy deacon Nicholas Ferrar and his household, we may
rule ourselves according to thy Word, and serve thee with
our whole heart; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Lord God, make us worthy of your perfect love; that, with
your deacon Nicholas Ferrar and his household, we may
rule ourselves according to your Word, and serve you with
our whole heart; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

I Exodus 35:1-5a,24—29
Galatians 6:7-10
Luke 10:38-42

Preface of a Saint (1)

December 1 93



Charles de Foucauld, sometimes referred to as Brother Charles of
Jesus, was the inspiration behind the founding of new religious
communities for both men and women and is often credited with the
revival of desert spirituality in the early twentieth century.

Born in France in 1858, Charles was orphaned at age six and raised
by his grandparents. As a young man he lost his faith, and in spite of
the discipline of his grandfather, whom he deeply respected, Charles
lived a life that was a curious mix of laxity and stubbornness. Against
advice, he took a risk-laden journey to Morocco in the early 1880%.
There he encountered devout Muslims whose practice of their faith
inspired Charles to begin a search for the faith that was his own.
Upon returning to France, he continued his quest, and in 1886, at
age 28, re-discovered God and made a new commitment that would
guide the rest of his life. A pilgrimage to the Holy Land deepened his
commitment still further.

Charles entered the Cisterian Order of Strict Observance, the
Trappists, first in France and then in Syria, a commitment of seven
years. He then returned to the Holy Land and lived as a servant to the
convent of the Poor Clares in Nazareth. It was there that he began to
develop a life of solitude, prayer, and adoration. The Poor Clares saw
in him a vocation to the priesthood, encouraged him in spite of his
reluctance, and Charles was ordained a priest in 19071.

Charles then moved to the Sahara where his desire was to live a
“ministry of presence” among “the furthest removed, the most
abandoned.” He believed his call was to live among those whose faith
and culture differed from his own. To witness to Christ among them
was not to be eloquent preaching or missionary demands, but “to
shout the Gospel with his life.” Charles sought to live so that those
who saw his life would ask, “If such is the servant, what must the
Master be like?”

94 December 1
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[Charles de Foucauld]

Hermit and Martyr in the Sabara, 1916

Loving God, who didst restore the Christian faith of
Charles de Foucauld through an encounter with Islam in
North Africa and didst sustain him in the desert where he
converted many with his witness of presence: Help us to
know thee wherever we find thee, that with him, we may
be faithful unto death; through Jesus Christ, who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

Loving God, who restored the Christian faith of Charles
de Foucauld through an encounter with Islam in North
Africa and sustained him in the desert where he converted
many with his witness of presence: Help us to know you
wherever we find you, that with him, we may be faithful
unto death; through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Psalm Lessons

73:24-28 Wisdom 13:1—5
James 1:2—4,12
John 16:25-33

Preface of a Saint (3)

December 1 95



Bishop Williams, a farmer’s son, was born in Richmond, Virginia,
on July 18, 1829, and brought up in straitened circumstances by his
widowed mother. He attended the College of William and Mary and
the Virginia Theological Seminary.

Ordained deacon in 1855, he offered himself for work in China, where
he was ordained priest in 1857. Two years later, he was sent to Japan
and opened work in Nagasaki. His first convert was baptized in 1866,
the year he was chosen bishop for both China and Japan.

After 1868, he decided to concentrate all his work in Japan, following
the revolution that opened the country to renewed contact with the
western world. Relieved of his responsibility for China in 1874,
Williams made his base at Yedo (now Tokyo), where he founded a
divinity school, later to become St. Paul’s University. At a synod in
1887 he helped bring together the English and American missions

to form the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Holy Catholic Church of

Japan, when the Church there numbered fewer than a thousand
communicants.

Williams translated parts of the Prayer Book into Japanese; and he
was a close friend and warm supporter of Bishop Schereschewsky, his
successor in China, in the latter’s arduous work of translating the Bible
into Chinese.

After resigning his jurisdiction in 1889, Bishop Williams stayed in
Japan to help his successor there, Bishop John McKim, who was
consecrated in 1893. Williams lived in Kyoto and continued to work
in the opening of new mission stations until his return to America in
1908. He died in Richmond, Virginia, on December 2, 1910.
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Channing Moore Williams

Missionary Bishop in China and Japan, 1910

Almighty and everlasting God, we thank thee for thy
servant Channing Moore Williams, whom thou didst
call to preach the Gospel to the people of China and
Japan. Raise up, we beseech thee, in this and every land
evangelists and heralds of thy kingdom, that thy Church
may proclaim the unsearchable riches of our Savior Jesus
Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, we thank you for your
servant Channing Moore Williams, whom you called

to preach the Gospel to the people of China and Japan.
Raise up in this and every land evangelists and heralds

of your kingdom, that your Church may proclaim the
unsearchable riches of our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

96:1—7 Isaiah 49:22—23
Acts 1:1-9
Luke 10:1-9

Preface of Pentecost

December 2 97



Francis Xavier was one of the great missionaries of the church. Born
is Spain in 1506, he studied locally before taking up university studies
in Paris in 1526, receiving a master’s degree in 1530. While in Paris he
met Ignatius Loyola and together with a small group of companions,
they bound themselves together for the service of God on August 15,
1534, the beginning of what would later become the Society of Jesus,
or the Jesuits. After further theological study, Francis and Ignatius
were ordained together in 1537.

As the nuncio to the east for the King of Portugal, John III, Francis
went to India, arriving at Goa on the western coast in 1542. He

later moved south and traveled as well to Sri Lanka (Ceylon) and the
Molucca Islands, now Indonesia. For seven years he labored among
the people there, winning many converts to the faith, baptizing,
teaching, and trying to ease the suffering of the people. His efforts
were not always well received. New Christians were often abused and
enslaved and sometimes killed.

In 1549 Francis moved on to the southern region of Japan and
immediately set about learning the language and preparing a catechism
to support his missionary efforts. In time he moved north to the
imperial capital, Kyoto, and made an effort to see the Mikado, the
Japanese emperor. Civil strife and localized resistance made Francis’
Japanese efforts difficult, but he came away from the experience with
a deep sense of respect for the people and their culture.

After returning to India 1551, Francis was appointed the Jesuit
Provincial for India, but he was not satisfied only to maintain the
work already begun. He immediately set out for China, at the time
closed to foreigners, in hopes of launching new missionary efforts
there. He set up camp near the mouth of the Canton River in August
1552, hoping to secure passage into the country. Later that year he
took ill and died, at age forty-six, on December 3, 1552. His remains
were later transferred back to Goa, India.
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[Francis Xavier]
Missionary to the Far East, 1552

Loving God, who didst call Francis Xavier to lead many in
India and Japan to know Jesus Christ as their Redeemer:
Bring us to the new life of glory promised to all who
follow in the Way; through the same Jesus Christ, who
with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Loving God, you called Francis Xavier to lead many in
India and Japan to know Jesus Christ as their Redeemer:
Bring us to the new life of glory promised to all who
follow in the Way; through the same Jesus Christ, who
with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
62:1-2,6—9 Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) 2:1—-11

1 Corinthians 9:16-19,22-23
Mark 16:15-20

Preface of a Saint (2)

December 3 99



John of Damascus was the son of a Christian tax collector for the
Mohammedan Caliph of Damascus. At an early age, he succeeded
his father in this office. In about 715, he entered the monastery of St.
Sabas near Jerusalem. There he devoted himself to an ascetic life and
to the study of the Fathers.

In the same year that John was ordained priest, 726, the Byzantine
Emperor Leo the Isaurian published his first edict against the Holy
Images, which signaled the formal outbreak of the iconoclastic
controversy. The edict forbade the veneration of sacred images, or
icons, and ordered their destruction. In 729-730, John wrote three
“Apologies (or Treatises) against the Iconoclasts and in Defense of the
Holy Images.” He argued that such pictures were not idols, for they
represented neither false gods nor even the true God in his divine nature;
but only saints, or our Lord as man. He further distinguished between
the respect, or veneration (proskynesis), that is properly paid to created
beings, and the worship (latreia), that is properly given only to God.

The iconoclast case rested, in part, upon the Monophysite heresy,
which held that Christ had only one nature, and since that nature was
divine, it would be improper to represent him by material substances
such as wood and paint. The Monophysite heresy was condemned by
the Council of Chalcedon in 4571.

At issue also was the heresy of Manichaeism, which held that matter
itself was essentially evil. In both of these heresies, John maintained,
the Lord’s incarnation was rejected. The Seventh Ecumenical Council,
in 787, decreed that crosses, icons, the book of the Gospels, and other
sacred objects were to receive reverence or veneration, expressed by
salutations, incense, and lights, because the honor paid to them passed
on to that which they represented. True worship (latreia), however,
was due to God alone.

John also wrote a great synthesis of theology, The Fount of
Knowledge, of which the last part, “On the Orthodox Faith,” is best
known.

To Anglicans, John is best known as the author of the Easter hymns,
“Thou hallowed chosen morn of praise,” “Come, ye faithful, raise the
strain,” and “The day of resurrection.”
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John of Damascus
Priest, c. 760

Confirm our minds, O Lord, in the mysteries of the

true faith, set forth with power by thy servant John of
Damascus; that we, with him, confessing Jesus to be true
God and true Man, and singing the praises of the risen
Lord, may, by the power of the resurrection, attain to
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

Confirm our minds, O Lord, in the mysteries of the

true faith, set forth with power by your servant John of
Damascus; that we, with him, confessing Jesus to be true
God and true Man, and singing the praises of the risen
Lord, may, by the power of the resurrection, attain to
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

29 Ecclesiastes 3:9-14
1 Corinthians 15:12—20
John 5:24-27

Preface of Easter

December 4 101



Clement was born in the middle of the second century. He was a
cultured Greek philosopher who sought truth in many schools until
he met Pantheons, founder of the Christian Catechetical School at
Alexandria in Egypt. Clement succeeded Pantheons as head of that
school in about 190, and was for many years an apologist for the
Christian faith to both pagans and Christians. His learning and
allegorical exegesis of the Bible helped to commend Christianity to the
intellectual circles of Alexandria. His work prepared the way for his
pupil Origen, the most eminent theologian of early Greek Christianity,
and his liberal approach to secular knowledge laid the foundations

of Christian humanism. During the persecution under the Emperor
Severus in 202, he fled Alexandria. The exact time and place of his
death are unknown.

Clement lived in the age of “Gnosticism,” a comprehensive term for
many theories or ways of salvation current in the second and third
centuries, all emphasizing “Gnosis” or “knowledge.” Salvation,

for Gnostics, was to be had through a secret and rather esoteric
knowledge accessible only to a few. It was salvation from the world,
rather than salvation of the world. Clement asserted that there was a
true Christian Gnosis, to be found in the Scriptures, available to all.
Although his understanding of this Christian knowledge—ultimately
knowledge of Christ—incorporated several notions of Greek
philosophy which the Gnostics also held, Clement dissented from the
negative Gnostic view of the world and its denial of the role of free
will.

What Rich Man Will Be Saved? was the title of a treatise by Clement
on Mark 10:17-31, and the Lord’s words, “Go, sell what you have,
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.” His
interpretation sanctioned the “right use” of material goods and
wealth. It has been contrasted to the interpretation of Athanasius

in his Life of Antony, which emphasized strict renunciation. Both
interpretations can be found in early Christian spirituality: Clement’s,
called “liberal,” and that of Athanasius, “literal.”

Among Clement’s writings are the hymns, “Sunset to sunrise changes
now” and “Master of eager youth.”
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Clement of Alexandria

Priest, c. 210

O God of unsearchable wisdom, who didst give thy
servant Clement grace to understand and teach the truth
as it is in Jesus Christ, the source of all truth: Grant to thy
Church the same grace to discern thy Word wherever truth
is found; through Jesus Christ our unfailing light, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

O God of unsearchable wisdom, you gave your servant
Clement grace to understand and teach the truth as it is in
Jesus Christ, the source of all truth: Grant to your Church
the same grace to discern your Word wherever truth is
found; through Jesus Christ our unfailing light, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

34:9-14 1 Samuel 12:20-24
Colossians 1:11—20
John 6:57-63

Preface of Baptism

December 5 103



Very little is known about the life of Nicholas, except that he suffered
torture and imprisonment during the persecution under the Emperor
Diocletian. It is possible that he was one of the bishops attending the
First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea in 325. He was honored as a saint
in Constantinople in the sixth century by the Emperor Justinian. His
veneration became immensely popular in the West after the supposed
removal of his body to Bari, Italy, in the late eleventh century. In
England almost 400 churches were dedicated to him.

Nicholas is famed as the traditional patron of seafarers and sailors,

and, more especially, of children. As a bearer of gifts to children, his
name was brought to America by the Dutch colonists in New York,
from whom he is popularly known as Santa Claus.

104 December 6



II

Nicholas

Bishop of Myra, c. 342

Almighty God, who in thy love didst give to thy servant
Nicholas of Myra a perpetual name for deeds of kindness
both on land and sea: Grant, we pray thee, that thy
Church may never cease to work for the happiness of
children, the safety of sailors, the relief of the poor, and the
help of those tossed by tempests of doubt or grief; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Almighty God, in your love you gave your servant
Nicholas of Myra a perpetual name for deeds of kindness
both on land and sea: Grant, we pray, that your Church
may never cease to work for the happiness of children,
the safety of sailors, the relief of the poor, and the help of
those tossed by tempests of doubt or grief; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
145:8-13 Proverbs 19:17,20-23
1 John 4:7-14

Mark 10:13-16

Preface of a Saint (I)

December 6 105



Ambrose was the son of a Roman governor in Gaul, and in 373

he himself was governor in Upper Italy. Though brought up in a
Christian family, Ambrose had not been baptized. He became involved
in the election of a Bishop of Milan only as mediator between the
battling factions of Arians and orthodox Christians. The election was
important, because the victorious party would control the powerful
see of Milan.

Ambrose exhorted the nearly riotous mob to keep the peace and to
obey the law. Suddenly both sides raised the cry, “Ambrose shall be
our bishop!” He protested, but the people persisted. Hastily baptized,
he was ordained bishop on December 7, 373.

Ambrose rapidly won renown as a defender of orthodoxy against
Arianism and as a statesman of the Church. He was also a skillful
hymnodist. He introduced antiphonal chanting to enrich the liturgy,
and wrote straightforward, practical discourses to educate his people
in such matters of doctrine as Baptism, the Trinity, the Eucharist, and
the Person of Christ. His persuasive preaching was an important factor
in the conversion of Augustine of Hippo.

Ambrose did not fear to rebuke emperors, including the hot-headed
Theodosius, whom he forced to do public penance for the slaughter of
several thousand citizens of Salonika.

About Baptism, Ambrose wrote: “After the font (of baptism), the Holy
Spirit is poured on you, ‘the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and godliness,
and the spirit of holy fear’” (De Sacramentis 3.8).

A meditation attributed to him includes these words: “Lord Jesus
Christ, you are for me medicine when I am sick; you are my strength
when I need help; you are life itself when I fear death; you are the way
when I long for heaven; you are light when all is dark; you are my
food when I need nourishment.”

Among hymns attributed to Ambrose are “The eternal gifts of Christ
the King,” “O Splendor of God’s glory bright,” and a series of hymns
for the Little Hours.
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II

Bishop of Milan, 397

O God, who didst give to thy servant Ambrose grace
eloquently to proclaim thy righteousness in the great
congregation, and fearlessly to bear reproach for the honor
of thy Name: Mercifully grant to all bishops and pastors
such excellency in preaching, and fidelity in ministering thy
Word, that thy people may be partakers with them of the
glory that shall be revealed; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

O God, you gave your servant Ambrose grace eloquently
to proclaim your righteousness in the great congregation,
and fearlessly to bear reproach for the honor of your
Name: Mercifully grant to all bishops and pastors such
excellence in preaching and faithfulness in ministering
your Word, that your people may be partakers with them
of the glory that shall be revealed; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
27:5-11 Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) 2:7—11,16-18
Acts 4:23-31

Luke 12:35-37,42—44
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Richard Baxter was born in Shropshire in 1615 and educated in the
local schools. He was ordained in 1638 and spent the early years of
his ministry as a schoolmaster and curate, becoming a chaplain to the
parliamentary army at the outbreak of the English Civil War in 1642.
Although aligned with the Puritan cause, Baxter was a moderate and
stood against the excessive destructiveness of Cromwell’s legions.

In 1647, Baxter became the Vicar of Kidderminster. It was there

that his pastoral ministry thrived. He set up new patterns for parish
catechesis, increased the size of parish buildings to welcome the larger
numbers coming to hear him preach, and pioneered a style of pastoral
ministry that has enriched the Anglican tradition to this day. Baxter
provides his own narrative of his pastoral work in his book The
Reformed Pastor, of 1656.

When episcopacy was re-established in England after the Civil War,
Charles IT offered Baxter an appointment to the see of Hereford.
Although more moderate than many, Baxter’s Puritan convictions kept
him from accepting the post, a decision that made it impossible for
him to continue as a priest of the Church of England.

Baxter is remembered in the history of the Book of Common Prayer
for the role he played at the Savoy Conference of 1661. There he
argued for the changes that needed to be made in the next prayer book
from the vantage point of the Puritans, the so-called “Exceptions.”
The resulting 1662 Prayer Book shows few of the marks of Baxter’s
agenda, but his strong advocacy of the Puritan position certainly
influenced the shape of the revision.

From 1662 until his death in 1691, Baxter resided in the environs
of London. The re-establishment of the monarchy in the state and
episcopacy in the church unfortunately made Baxter, remembered
for his moderate Puritan posture, a target of unkindness and petty
revenge.

A profound example of Baxter’s deep joy and piety can be found in the
words of the hymn Ye holy angels bright (The Hymnal 1982, #625).
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[Richard Baxter]

II

Pastor and Writer, 1691

We offer thanks, most gracious God, for the devoted
witness of Richard Baxter, who out of love for thee
followed his conscience at cost to himself, and at all times
rejoiced to sing thy praises in word and deed; and we

pray that our lives, like his, may be well-tuned to sing the
songs of love, and all our days be filled with praise of Jesus
Christ our Lord; who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth
and reigneth, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

We give you thanks, most gracious God, for the devoted
witness of Richard Baxter, who out of love for you
followed his conscience at cost to himself, and at all times
rejoiced to sing your praises in word and deed; and we
pray that our lives, like his, may be well-tuned to sing the
songs of love, and all our days be filled with praise of Jesus
Christ our Lord; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives
and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
102:T1-13,19—22 Exodus 20:1-17

1 Corinthians 9:24—27
Matthew 6:6-15
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Born in Switzerland in 1886, Barth studied at several prestigious
universities including Tiibingen. After completing his studies, he
served as pastor in Geneva and Safenwil. The events of the First World
War led Barth to critically question the dominant theology of the

day, which, in Barth’s view, held a too easy peace between theology
and culture. In his Commentary on Romans, published in 1918,

Barth reasserted doctrines such as God’s sovereignty and human sin,
central ideas which he believed were excluded and overshadowed in
theological discourse at that time.

With Hitler’s rise to power, Barth joined the Confessional Church

and was chiefly responsible for the writing of the Barmen Declaration
(1934), one of its foundational documents. In it, Barth claimed that
the Church’s allegiance to God in Christ gave it the moral imperative
to challenge the rule and violence of Hitler. Barth was himself
ultimately forced to resign his professorship at Bonn due to his refusal
to swear an oath to Hitler.

In 1932, Barth published the first volume of his thirteen-volume opus,
the Church Dogmatics. Barth would work on the Dogmatics until his
death in 1968. An exhaustive account of his theological themes and

a daring reassessment of the entire Christian theological tradition,

the Dogmatics gave new thought to some of the central themes first
articulated in the Commentary on Romans. In the first volume, “The
Doctrine of the Word of God,” Barth laid out many of the theological
notions which would comprise the heart of the entire work, including
his understanding of God’s Word as the definitive source of revelation,
the Incarnation as the bridge between God’s revelation and human sin,
and the election of the creation as God’s great end.

Karl Barth was one of the great thinkers of the twentieth century. Pope
Pius XII regarded him as the most important theologian since Thomas
Aquinas. This assessment speaks to the respect Barth received from
both Protestant and Catholic theologians and to his influence within
both theological communities.
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[Karl Barth]

Pastor and Theologian, 1968

Almighty God, source of justice beyond human
knowledge: We offer thanks that thou didst inspire Karl
Barth to resist tyranny and exalt thy saving grace, without
which we cannot apprehend thy will. Teach us, like him,
to live by faith, and even in chaotic and perilous times

to perceive the light of thy eternal glory, Jesus Christ our
Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, ever one God, throughout all ages. Amen.

Almighty God, source of justice beyond human
knowledge: We thank you for inspiring Karl Barth to resist
tyranny and exalt your saving grace, without which we
cannot apprehend your will. Teach us, like him, to live by
faith, and even in chaotic and perilous times to perceive
the light of your eternal glory, Jesus Christ our Redeemer;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, ever
one God, throughout all ages. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

76:7-12 Jeremiah 30:23-31:6
Romans 7:14-25
John 8:34—36

Preface of a Saint (1)

December 10 111



Thomas Merton was among the most influential Catholic writers of
the twentieth century. His writings cover a broad range of subject
matter: spirituality and the contemplative life, prayer, and religious
biography. He was also deeply interested in issues of social justice and
Christian responsibility. He did not shy away from controversy and
addressed race relations, economic injustice, war, violence, and the
nuclear arms race.

Merton was born in France in 1915. His father was from New
Zealand and his mother from the United States. After a brief sojourn
in England, where Merton was baptized in the Church of England,
the family settled in New York. The birth of his brother, the death

of his mother, and the long-distance romances of his father created

an unsettling life for Merton for some years.After a brief enrollment
at Clare College, Cambridge, Merton settled into life as a student at
Columbia University in New York. Merton developed relationships at
Columbia that would nurture him for the rest of his life.

Though nominally an Anglican, Merton underwent a dramatic
conversion experience in 1938 and became a Roman Catholic. Merton
recounts the story of his conversion in The Seven Storey Mountain, an
autobiography published in 1948, immediately a classic.

Merton entered the Order of Cistercians of the Strict Observance, the
Trappists, at the Abbey of Gethsemani, near Bardstown, Kentucky, in
1941. Known in the community as Brother Louis, Merton’s gifts as a
writer were encouraged by the abbot. In addition to his translations
of Cistercian sources and his original works, Merton carried on a
prolific correspondence with people around the world on a wide range
of subjects. Some of his correspondence takes the form of spiritual
direction, some shows his deep affections for friends outside the
community, and much of it demonstrates Merton’s ability to be fully
engaged in the world even though he lived a cloistered life.

Merton died in Bangkok, Thailand, on December 10, 1968, by
accidental electrocution, while attending a meeting of religious leaders
during a pilgrimage to the Far East.

112 December 10



II

[Thomas Merton]

Contemplative and Writer, 1968

Gracious God, who didst call thy monk Thomas Merton
to proclaim thy justice out of silence, and moved him in
his contemplative writings to perceive and value Christ at
work in the faiths of others: Keep us, like him, steadfast in
the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ; who with thee and
the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Gracious God, you called your monk Thomas Merton to
proclaim your justice out of silence, and moved him in

his contemplative writings to perceive and value Christ at
work in the faiths of others: Keep us, like him, steadfast
in the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ; who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
62 Isaiah 57:14-19
Colossians 2:2—10

John 12:27-36
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Lucy, or Lucia, was martyred at Syracuse, in Sicily, during Diocletian’s
reign of terror of 303-304, among the most dramatic of the
persecutions of early Christians. Her tomb can still be found in the
catacombs at Syracuse. She was venerated soon after her death and
her cult spread quickly throughout the church. She is among the saints
and martyrs named in the Roman Canon of the Mass.

Most of the details of Lucy’s life are obscure. In the tradition she is
remembered for the purity of her life and the gentleness of her spirit.
Because her name means “light,” she is sometimes thought of as the
patron saint of those who suffer from diseases of the eyes.

In popular piety, Lucy is perhaps most revered because her feast day,
December 13, was for many centuries the shortest day of the year.
(The reform of the calendar by Pope Gregory VIII (1582) would shift
the shortest day to December 21/22, depending upon the year.) It
was on Lucy’s day that the light began gradually to return and the
days to lengthen. This was particularly powerful in northern Europe
where the days of winter were quite short. In Scandinavian countries,
particularly Sweden, Lucy’s day has long been a festival of light that
is kept as both an ecclesiastical commemoration and a domestic
observance.

In the domestic celebration of Lucia-fest, a young girl in the

family dresses in pure white (a symbol of Lucy’s faith, purity, and
martyrdom) and wears a crown of lighted candles upon her head (a
sign that on Lucy’s day the light is returning) and serves her family
special foods prepared especially for the day. In praise of her service,
the young girl is called Lucy for the day.
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[Lucy (Lucia)]

Martyr at Syracuse, 304

1 Loving God, who for the salvation of all didst give Jesus
Christ as light to a world in darkness: Illumine us, with thy
daughter Lucy, with the light of Christ, that by the merits
of his passion we may be led to eternal life; through the
same Jesus Christ, who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth
and reigneth, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

11 Loving God, for the salvation of all you gave Jesus Christ
as light to a world in darkness: lllumine us, with your
daughter Lucy, with the light of Christ, that by the merits
of his passion we may be led to eternal life; through the
same Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives
and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

131 Song of Solomon 6:1—9
Revelation 19:5-8
John 1:9-13
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John of the Cross was unknown outside the Discalced Carmelites for
nearly three hundred years after his death. More recently, scholars
of Christian spirituality have found in him a hidden treasure. Once
described by Thomas Merton as “the church’s safest mystical
theologian,” John has been called the “the poet’s poet,” “spirit of
flame,” “celestial and divine.”

John was born in 1542 at Fontiveros, near Avila, Spain. After his third
birthday, his father died leaving his mother and her children reduced
to poverty. John received elementary education in an orphanage in
Medina del Campo. By the age of seventeen he had learned carpentry,
tailoring, sculpturing, and painting through apprenticeships to local
craftsmen.

After university studies with the Jesuits, John entered the Carmelite
Order in Medina del Campo and completed his theological studies in
Salamanca. In 1567 he was ordained to the priesthood and recruited
by Teresa of Avila for the reformation of the Carmelite Order.

By the age of thirty-five he had studied extensively, had been spiritual
director to many, and yet devoted himself to the search for God so
fully that he reached the peak of the mystical experience: a complete
transformation in God.

John became disillusioned with what he considered the laxity of the
Carmelites and in 1568 he opened a monastery of “Discalced” (strict
observance) Carmelites, an act that met with sharp resistance from
the General Chapter of the Calced Carmelites. John was seized, taken
to Toledo, and imprisoned in the monastery. During nine months of
great hardship, he comforted himself by writing poetry. It was while
he was imprisoned that he composed the greater part of his luminous
masterpiece, The Spiritual Canticle, as well as a number of shorter
poems. Other major works are, The Ascent of Mount Carmel, The
Living Flame of Love and The Dark Night. It is this latter work,
Noche obscura del alma, that gave the English language the phrase
dark night of the soul.

After a severe illness, John died on December 14, 1591, in Ubeda, in
southern Spain.
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[Juan de la Cruz (John of the Cross)]

Mystic, 1591

Judge eternal, throned in splendor, who gavest Juan de la
Cruz strength of purpose and mystical faith that sustained
him even through the dark night of the soul: Shed thy light
on all who love thee, in unity with Jesus Christ our Savior;
who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

11 Judge eternal, throned in splendor, you gave Juan de la

Cruz strength of purpose and mystical faith that sustained
him even through the dark night of the soul: Shed your
light on all who love you, in unity with Jesus Christ our
Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
121 Song of Solomon 3:1—4

Colossians 4:2—6
John 16:12~15,25-28
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Born in Exeter, England, in 1828, John Horden was apprenticed to

the blacksmith’s trade as a young boy, and devoted his spare hours to
self-education. He eventually qualified as a schoolteacher and attended
the Vicar’s Bible Class at St. Thomas, Exeter, where he was educated
in the Bible and in missionary work. Horden, along with some friends,
volunteered his services to the Church Missionary Society, but was
told to wait due to his young age.

Finally, in 1851, he received a letter informing him that he was being
appointed mission schoolmaster in Moose Factory, James Bay, on the
southern end of Hudson Bay, in Canada. He immediately devoted
himself to learning Cree, the native language of those whom he served.
Over time, Horden’s ability as a linguist was evident in his ability to
function in no less that five First Nations’ languages, plus Norwegian,
English, Greek and Latin.

In addition to working with the native peoples of the region, Horden
regarded it as part of his work to serve the employees of the Hudson’s
Bay Company. With their help, he built a schoolhouse and church,
and developed a variety of ministries to serve the people in this remote
territory. He ministered to his people through several epidemics often
in the face of rugged, unforgiving conditions.

In 1872 he was recalled to England to receive Episcopal orders, and
following his ordination in Westminster Abbey, he was appointed the
first bishop of the Diocese of Moosonee. He returned to James Bay,
traveling to the outer regions of his vast diocese, often by dog-team
in harsh weather. Many congregations in the small towns and cities
of the area trace their formation back to the inspiring work of Bishop
Horden.
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[John Horden]

Bishop and Missionary in Canada, 1893

Creator God, whose hands holdeth the storehouses of

the snow and the gates of the sea, and from whose Word
springeth forth all that is: We bless thy holy Name for

the intrepid witness of thy missionary John Horden, who
followed thy call to serve the Cree and Inuit nations of
the North. In all the places we travel, may we, like him,
proclaim thy Good News and draw all into communion
with thee through thy Christ; who with thee and the Holy
Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, in glory everlasting.
Amen.

Creator God, whose hands hold the storehouses of the
snow and the gates of the sea, and from whose Word
springs forth all that is: We bless your holy Name for the
intrepid witness of your missionary John Horden, who
followed your call to serve the Cree and Inuit nations of
the North. In all the places we travel, may we, like him,
proclaim your Good News and draw all into communion
with you through your Christ; who with you and the
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.
Amen.

Psalm Lessons

107:35—43 Numbers 10:29-36
Acts 6:1—7
Luke s:1-171
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Robert McDonald was a priest, missionary, and archdeacon, who
served among the First Nations peoples of Canada.

McDonald was born in 1829 in Point Douglas, Manitoba. He
attended local schools, worked alongside his father on the family farm,
and married Julia Kuttag with whom he had nine children.

Although McDonald showed initial reluctance, he responded to the
church’s call to mission service among the native peoples of Canada.
He was ordained a priest in 1853 and took charge of the Islington
Mission on the Winnipeg River. It was there that he discovered his gift
for languages and it was there that he became fluent in the language of
the Ojibway Tribe and began to translate the Bible.

In 1862, the Church Missionary Society persuaded McDonald to
establish a new mission at Fort Yukon. It was here, as later at Fort
McPherson, where McDonald made his enduring contribution to the
tribes of the Tinjiyzoo Nation. He developed a written alphabet for
the Tukudh language so that the people could read the texts of the
Christian tradition. He also published a grammar and dictionary in
Tukudh, both of which remain standard reference works. Over the
next forty years, working together with his wife, Julia, and other
translators, he accomplished the translation of the whole of the Bible,
the Book of Common Prayer, a hymnal and other texts. Possessing
these commons texts was critical not only to the Christian mission, but
also had a unifying impact on the common life of the various tribes in
the region.

McDonald retired from the Church Missionary Society in 1904 and
lived in Winnipeg, Manitoba, until his death in 1913. He is buried in
the cemetery of St. John’s Anglican Cathedral.
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[Robert McDonald]

Priest, 1913

God of ice, sea and sky, who didst call thy servant Robert
McDonald, making him strong to endure all hardships
for the sake of serving thee in the Arctic: Send us forth as
laborers into thy harvest, that by patience in our duties
and compassion in our dealings, many may be gathered to
thy kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

God of ice, sea and sky, you called your servant Robert
McDonald and made him strong to endure all hardships
for the sake of serving you in the Arctic: Send us forth as
laborers into your harvest, that by patience in our duties
and compassion in our dealings, many may be gathered to
your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

§7:4—11 Isaiah 66:18-23
1 Thessalonians 1:2—8
Luke 9:1-6
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Ralph Adams Cram and Richard Upjohn were major architects whose
influence on the design and decoration of Episcopal churches in the
late 19™ and early 20™ centuries is without equal.

Cram was born on this day in 1863 in New Hampshire. After

an apprenticeship in Boston, Cram established his own firm in

1890 that specialized in designing churches. Heavily influenced by
Anglo-Catholic principles, Cram was a leading proponent for an
“American gothic revival”—buildings that were reminiscent of the
ritual and structural dominance of the medieval period. Because of

his many commissions for chapels and other buildings on college and
university campuses, Cram is also remembered as the originator of the
“collegiate gothic” style. Among his works is the great gothic nave of
the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, New York City.

Richard Upjohn was born in England in 1802 where he trained

as a cabinetmaker. He immigrated to the United States in 1829

and eventually took up residence in Boston where he worked as a
draftsman, art teacher, and eventually an architect. His first major
commission was for a gothic-style building for St. John’s Episcopal
Church in Bangor, Maine, a building that was later destroyed by
fire. He was commissioned in 1839 to design and supervise the
construction of a new building for the Parish of Trinity Church, Wall
Street, New York City. It was completed in 1846 and continues as
Upjohn’s most well known accomplishment.

Upjohn is also remembered for his sketchbooks of small wood-frame
designs for churches in rural towns and villages. These designs were
widely copied and adapted. As a result, Upjohn was among the early
progenitors of “carpenter gothic.”

John Lafarge was born in 1835 in New York City and was a devout
Roman Catholic. As an artist, LaFarge worked in a variety of media
but is most often remembered for the murals that decorate Trinity
Church, Boston, and the Church of the Ascension, New York City,
among others. He also made significant contributions to ecclesiastical
decoration in stained glass.
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[Ralph Adams Cram, Richard Upjohn
and John LaFarge]

Architects, 1942, 1878 Artist, 1910

Gracious God, we offer thanks for the vision of Ralph
Adams Cram, John LaFarge and Richard Upjohn, whose
harmonious revival of the Gothic enriched our churches
with a sacramental understanding of reality in the face of
secular materialism; and we pray that we may honor thy
gifts of the beauty of holiness given through them, for the
glory of Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee
and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Gracious God, we thank you for the vision of Ralph
Adams Cram, John LaFarge and Richard Upjohn, whose
harmonious revival of the Gothic enriched our churches
with a sacramental understanding of reality in the face of
secular materialism; and we pray that we may honor your
gifts of the beauty of holiness given through them, for the
glory of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

118:19-29 2 Chronicles 6:12—20
Ephesians 2:17-22
Matthew 7:24-29

Preface for the Dedication of a Church
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William Lloyd Garrison was born in Newburyport, Massachusetts, in
1805. His father, a sailor, had abandoned the family when he was five
years old. His experience of poverty at a young age awakened in him

a religious zeal for justice and a hatred for slavery. After working on a
Quaker periodical in Baltimore, Garrison returned to Boston and, with
the help of the black community, started his own antislavery paper,
The Liberator.

His proclamation of purpose in the first issue became famous around
the country: “On [the subject of slavery| I do not wish to think, or
speak, or write, with moderation. No! No! Tell a man whose house is
on fire to give a moderate alarm ... but urge me not to use moderation
in a cause like the present.”

The Liberator came to be the dominant voice in the abolitionist
movement demanding immediate emancipation without compensation
to slave owners. Garrison invoked the ire and rage of people all over
the country, particularly in slaveholding states. In 1835 an angry mob
attacked Garrison who was jailed for his own safety.

In what was a radical policy for the time, Garrison opened up his
columns to black and female writers. Among those to respond to his
call was Maria W. Stewart, a freeborn African-American woman who
showed up at his office in 1831 with several essays that were published
in The Liberator.

Born in Hartford, Connecticut, Stewart was orphaned at the age of
five and grew up in the home of a white minister. She married James
W. Stewart, a successful shipping outfitter, but was widowed just three
years later. Soon after she experienced a religious conversion and
responded with her vigorous antislavery advocacy. Her efforts called
upon African Americans in the south to rise up against slavery and for
northern blacks to resist racial restrictions. When her speaking career
ended after three years, she became a schoolteacher and then Head
Matron of Freedom’s Hospital in Washington D.C., which was later to
become Howard University.
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[William Lloyd Garrison and

Maria Stewart]
Prophetic Witnesses, 1879

God, in whose service alone is perfect freedom: We offer
thanks for thy prophets William Lloyd Garrison and Maria
Stewart, who testified that we are made not by the color

of our skin but by the principle formed in our soul. Fill us,
like them, with the hope and determination to break every
chain of enslavement, that bondage and ignorance may melt
like wax before flames, and we may build that community
of justice and love which is founded on Jesus Christ our
cornerstone; who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and
reigneth, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

God, in whose service alone is perfect freedom: We thank
you for your prophets William Lloyd Garrison and Maria
Stewart, who testified that we are made not by the color
of our skin but by the principle formed in our soul. Fill
us, like them, with the hope and determination to break
every chain of enslavement, that bondage and ignorance
may melt like wax before flames, and we may build that
community of justice and love which is founded on Jesus
Christ our cornerstone; who with you and the Holy Spirit
lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

82 Wisdom 10:9-14
1 John 2:28-3:3
Mark 5:25-34
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Lillian Hunt Trasher was born in 1887 in Brunswick, Georgia. As a
young woman she worked at an orphanage in North Carolina, not
knowing at the time that her life’s work would be devoted to caring
for abandoned children.

In 1909, while engaged to a man she loved deeply, she heard the
testimony of a missionary from India, and she was aware at that
moment that she could not be married. God had called her to service
as a missionary. Not knowing where she would go, she opened her
Bible and read Acts 7:34: “I have seen, I have seen the affliction of
my people which is in Egypt, and I have heard their groaning and
am come down to deliver them. And now come, I will send thee to

Egypt.”

In 19710, she arrived in Alexandria, Egypt, with her sister Jenny, and
they found their way to the village of Asyut near the Nile. Shortly after
arriving, Lillian was called to the bedside of a dying mother whose
malnourished daughter was also near death. Though ordered by the
mission directors to return the child to the village, Lillian refused to
abandon her to poverty and certain death. In T911 she rented a small
house and some furniture and nursed the child back to health.

As she took in additional children, she had to rely on charity, though
she eventually received aid from the newly formed Assemblies of God
in the United States. In 1916 she was able to purchase additional land,
the buildings for which were built from bricks which Lillian and the
older children made themselves. In 1919 she was ordered out of the
country by the British government in the midst of political turmoil,
and when she returned, she took in widows and the blind in addition
to children. Despite the Nazi invasion of Egypt and the subsequent
violence during World War II, she kept her orphanage running. When
she died in 1961, she had become known as the “Mother of the Nile”
and had cared for nearly 25,000 Egyptian children. Her orphanage
remains open today.
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[Lillian Trasher]

Missionary in Egypt, 1961

God, whose everlasting arms support the universe: We
offer thanks for moving the heart of Lillian Trasher to
heroic hospitality on behalf of orphaned children in

great need, and we pray that we also may find our hearts
awakened and our compassion stirred to care for thy little
ones, through the example of our Savior Jesus Christ and
by the energy of thy Holy Spirit, who broodeth over the
world as a mother over her children; for they live and
reign with thee, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

God, whose everlasting arms support the universe: We
thank you for moving the heart of Lillian Trasher to heroic
hospitality on behalf of orphaned children in great need,
and we pray that we also may find our hearts awakened
and our compassion stirred to care for your little ones,
through the example of our Savior Jesus Christ and by the
energy of your Holy Spirit, who broods over the world like
a mother over her children; for they live and reign with
you, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

10:12-19 Genesis 21:8-21
2 Corinthians 1:3—7
Luke 17:1-6

Preface of a Saint (1)
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The Gospel according to John records several incidents in which
Thomas appears, and from them we are able to gain some impression
of the sort of man he was. When Jesus insisted on going to Judea,

to visit his friends at Bethany, Thomas boldly declared, “Let us also
go, that we may die with him” (John 11:16). At the Last Supper, he
interrupted our Lord’s discourse with the question, “Lord, we do not
know where you are going; how can we know the way?” (John 14:5).
And after Christ’s resurrection, Thomas would not accept the account
of the other apostles and the women, until Jesus appeared before
him, showing him his wounds. This drew from him the first explicit
acknowledgment of Christ’s Godhead, “My Lord and my God!”
(John 20:28).

Thomas appears to have been a thoughtful if rather literal-minded
man, inclined to scepticism; but he was a staunch friend when his
loyalty was once given. The expression “Doubting Thomas,” which
has become established in English usage, is not entirely fair to
Thomas. He did not refuse belief: he wanted to believe, but did not
dare, without further evidence. Because of his goodwill, Jesus gave
him a sign, though Jesus had refused a sign to the Pharisees. His Lord’s
rebuke was well deserved: “Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet believe” (John 20:29). The sign did not create faith; it merely
released the faith which was in Thomas already.

According to an early tradition mentioned by Eusebius and others,
Thomas evangelized the Parthians. Syrian Christians of Malabar,
India, who call themselves the Mar Thoma Church, cherish a tradition
that Thomas brought the Gospel to India. Several apocryphal writings
have been attributed to him, the most prominent and interesting being
the “Gospel of Thomas.”

Thomas’ honest questioning and doubt, and Jesus’ assuring response

to him, have given many modern Christians courage to persist in faith,
even when they are still doubting and questioning.
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Saint Thomas the Apostle

Everliving God, who didst strengthen thine apostle
Thomas with sure and certain faith in thy Son’s
resurrection: Grant us so perfectly and without doubt to
believe in Jesus Christ, our Lord and our God, that our
faith may never be found wanting in thy sight; through
him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Everliving God, who strengthened your apostle Thomas
with firm and certain faith in your Son’s resurrection:
Grant us so perfectly and without doubt to believe in Jesus
Christ, our Lord and our God, that our faith may never be
found wanting in your sight; through him who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

126 Habakkuk 2:1—4
Hebrews 10:35-11:1
John 20:24-29
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Henry Budd was the first person of First Nations ancestry to
be ordained in the Anglican tradition in North America. He is
remembered for his service among the Cree in Western Canada.

Budd was an orphan and the date of his birth is unknown. He entered
a mission school that was a joint venture with the Hudson’s Bay
Company to provide a Christian education to the First Nations people
in the area of Rupert’s Land, the vast expanse of land that encircled
Hudson Bay before its division into Canadian provinces. Before
embarking on a vocation as a priest and teacher, he worked as a clerk
for the Hudson’s Bay Company.

Henry Budd’s ministry began as a lay teacher in the Red River region
of Manitoba where he taught at St. John’s Anglican Parish School. He
and his wife, Betsy, remained in the area for the next thirteen years

where Budd taught school and served as a lay minister in the Anglican
Church.

Ordained to the Anglican priesthood on December 22, 1850, having
been trained largely by personal mentoring and tutoring from other
clergy, Budd was assigned to the Mission at Nipawim where he
worked as a pastor until 1867. Thereafter, Budd returned to The

Pas where he was put in charge of a vast area encompassing several
communities, and where he continued his vocation as both priest and
teacher. Sadly, records of the Church Missionary Society indicate that
Budd, a person of native, mixed race, was paid half of what the white
missionaries were paid.

Henry Budd is remembered as an eloquent speaker and writer in
both Cree and English. He endeared himself to those he served by
exhibiting clearly in the living of his life the Christian principles

he preached and the values he taught. Enduring among his many
contributions are his translations of the Scriptures and the Book of
Common Prayer into the Cree language.

Budd died on April 2, 1875, just a few days after he had conducted
Easter services. He is buried in The Pas, Manitoba.
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[Henry Budd]

Priest, 1875

Creator of light, we offer thanks for thy priest Henry
Budd, who carried the great treasure of Scripture to his
people the Cree nation, earning their trust and love. Grant
that his example may call us to reverence, orderliness and
love, that we may give thee glory in word and action;
through Jesus Christ our Savior, who with thee and the
Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Creator of light, we thank you for your priest Henry Budd,
who carried the great treasure of Scripture to his people
the Cree nation, earning their trust and love. Grant that
his example may call us to reverence, orderliness and love,
that we may give you glory in word and action; through
Jesus Christ our Savior, who with you and the Holy Spirit
lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
29 Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) 11:1-6,14,17
1 Thessalonians 5:13-18

John 14:15-21
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Born in Virginia, in 1840, Charlotte Diggs (Lottie) Moon was the child
of pious, and affluent, Baptist parents. Precocious in schooling, she
received an M.A. in Classics, thereby earning one of the first graduate
degrees awarded a woman in the South. She had a gift for languages,
learning first the Biblical and Romance languages—and then later, and
famously, Mandarin.

Lottie Moon’s piety lagged behind her learning, and through her teens
she remained indifferent to her Baptist heritage. During a revival at
age eighteen, she experienced a powerful conversion and devoted the
rest of her life to Christ.

After college, Moon taught school in Alabama, Kentucky, and Georgia,
one of the few occupations open to educated women in the South.
Another vocation became available to her when Southern Baptists began
to appoint women as foreign missionaries in 1872, and the following
year, at age 33, Moon accepted an appointment in China.

Moon settled in Northern China and continued her work of education
for girls. She soon became restless in teaching and she began
evangelizing among adults, particularly women. Her supervisors
disapproved of her initiative, but Moon quickly gained credibility
because of her ease in relating, woman-to-woman.

Lottie Moon’s ceaseless correspondence with Baptist women in the United
States, seeking their support and encouraging would-be missionaries,

was instrumental in the denomination’s burgeoning missionary
movement. She appealed to women for a special offering for missionaries
at Christmastime in 1887. Her influence led to the formation of the
Women’s Missionary Union in 1888, which continues the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering as a hallmark of Southern Baptist practice.

On arriving in China, Moon remained aloof from the Chinese,
thinking them her cultural inferiors. Over time, however, she found a
deep respect for Chinese culture, adopting not only their language but
their dress and customs. As she wrote, “It is comparatively easy to give
oneself to mission work, but it is not easy to give oneself to an alien
people. Yet the latter is much better and truer work than the former.”

Lottie Moon died on Christmas Eve, 1912.
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[Charlotte Diggs (Lottie) Moon]

Missionary in China, 1912

O God, who in Christ Jesus hast brought Good News to
those who are far off and to those who are near: We praise
thee for awakening in thy servant Lottie Moon a zeal for
thy mission and for her faithful witness among the peoples
of China. Stir up in us the same desire for thy work
throughout the world, and give us the grace and means to
accomplish it; through the same Jesus Christ our Savior,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, in Christ Jesus you have brought Good News to
those who are far off and to those who are near: We praise
you for awakening in your servant Lottie Moon a zeal

for your mission and for her faithful witness among the
peoples of China. Stir up in us the same desire for your
work throughout the world, and give us the grace and
means to accomplish it; through the same Jesus Christ our
Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

148:1-6 Ruth 1:15-192
2 Corinthians §5:16-21
John 1:29-33
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That Jesus was born is a fact both of history and revelation. The
precise date of his birth, however, is not recorded in the Gospels,
which are, after all, not biographies, and show little concern for those
biographical details in which more modern Christians are interested.
Such interest began to become prominent in the fourth century,
together with the development of liturgical observances of the events
of biblical history.

It was in Rome, in 336, that the date, December 25, was settled

upon for the celebration of the Nativity. The day, coming as it does

at the winter solstice, was already a sacred one, as the festival of the
birth of the Unconquerable Sun (dies natalis Solis Invicti); but its
correspondence with the historical date of Jesus’ birth was stoutly
maintained by learned, if ingenious, writers. The observance spread
rapidly throughout the West; and it is accepted also by most of the
Eastern Churches, in which, however, it does not have the prominence
it has in the West.

The full title of the feast dates from the 1662 edition of the Book of
Common Prayer. Prior to that revision, the day was known only as
“Christmas Day.” The word “Christmas,” which can be traced to the
twelfth century, is a contraction of “Christ’s Mass.”
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The Nativity of Our Lord

O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance
of the birth of thy only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that as we
joyfully receive him for our Redeemer, so we may with
sure confidence behold him when he shall come to be our
Judge; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth
of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully
receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence
behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Onmne of the sets of Psalms and Lessons on page 137 is used.

Preface of the Incarnation

December 25 135



I

A Second Proper for Christmas Day

O God, who hast caused this holy night to shine with the
illumination of the true Light: Grant us, we beseech thee,
that as we have known the mystery of that Light upon
earth, so may we also perfectly enjoy him in heaven; where
with thee and the Holy Spirit he liveth and reigneth, one
God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the
brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have
known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy
him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy
Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.
Amen.

Onmne of the sets of Psalms and Lessons on the following page is used.

Preface of the Incarnation
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A Third Proper for Christmas Day

Almighty God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son
to take our nature upon him and as at this time to be born
of a pure virgin: Grant that we, being regenerate and made
thy children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed
by thy Holy Spirit; through the same our Lord Jesus
Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same
Spirit ever, one God, world without end. Amen.

Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to
take our nature upon him, and to be born [this day] of

a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again
and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily
be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus
Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor
and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
I 96 Isaiah 9:2—4,6—7
or 96:1—4,I1—-12 Titus 2:11-14

Luke 2:1-14(15-20)

I 97 Isaiah 62:6-7,10-12
O 97:T—4,T1-12 Titus 3:4—7
Luke 2:(1-14)15-20
I 98 Isaiah 52:7-10
or 98:1-6 Hebrews 1:1-12
John 1:1-14
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Very probably a Hellenistic Jew, Stephen was one of the “seven men
of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom” (Acts 6:3), who were
chosen by the apostles to relieve them of the administrative burden

of “serving tables and caring for the widows.” By this appointment

to assist the apostles, Stephen, the first named of those the New
Testament calls “The Seven,” became the first to do what the Church
traditionally considers to be the work and ministry of a deacon.

It is apparent that Stephen’s activities involved more than simply
“serving tables,” for the Acts of the Apostles speaks of his preaching
and performing many miracles. These activities led him into conflict
with some of the Jews, who accused him of blasphemy, and brought
him before the Sanhedrin. His powerful sermon before the Council
is recorded in the seventh chapter of Acts. His denunciations of the
Sanhedrin so enraged its members that, without a trial, they dragged
him out of the city and stoned him to death.

Saul, later called Paul, stood by, consenting to Stephen’s death, but
Stephen’s example of steadfast faith in Jesus, and of intercession for
his persecutors, was to find fruit in the mission and witness of Paul
after his conversion. The Christian community in Jerusalem, taking
fright at the hostility of the Judean authorities, was scattered; so
that for the first time the Gospel of Christ began to spread beyond
Jerusalem.
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Saint Stephen, Deacon and Martyr

We give thee thanks, O Lord of glory, for the example

of the first martyr Stephen, who looked up to heaven
and prayed for his persecutors to thy Son Jesus Christ,
who standeth at thy right hand; where he liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory
everlasting. Amen.

We give you thanks, O Lord of glory, for the example of
the first martyr Stephen, who looked up to heaven and
prayed for his persecutors to your Son Jesus Christ, who
stands at your right hand; where he lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.
Amen.

Psalm Lessons
31 Jeremiah 26:1-9,12-15
or 31:1-§ Acts 6:8-7:2a,51¢—-60

Matthew 23:34-39
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John, the son of Zebedee, with his brother James, was called from
being a fisherman to be a disciple and “fisher of men.” With Peter
and James, he became one of the inner group of three disciples whom
Jesus chose to be with him at the raising of Jairus’ daughter, at the
Transfiguration, and in the garden of Gethsemane.

John and his brother James are recorded in the Gospel as being so
hotheaded and impetuous that Jesus nicknamed them “Boanerges,”
which means, “sons of thunder.” They also appear ambitious, in that
they sought seats of honor at Jesus’ right and left when he should
come into his kingdom; yet they were faithful companions, willing,
without knowing the cost, to share the cup Jesus was to drink. When
the other disciples responded in anger to the audacity of the brothers
in asking for this honor, Jesus explained that in his kingdom leadership
and rule takes the form of being a servant to all.

If, as is commonly held, John is to be identified with the “disciple
whom Jesus loved,” then he clearly enjoyed a very special relationship
with his Master, reclining close to Jesus at the Last Supper, receiving
the care of his mother at the cross, and being the first to understand
the truth of the empty tomb.

The Acts of the Apostles records John’s presence with Peter on
several occasions: the healing of the lame man at the Beautiful Gate
of the Temple, before the Sanhedrin, in prison, and on the mission to
Samaria to lay hands upon the new converts that they might receive
the Holy Spirit.

According to tradition, John later went to Asia Minor and settled at
Ephesus. Under the Emperor Domitian, he was exiled to the island of
Patmos, where he experienced the visions recounted in the Book of
Revelation. Irenaeus, at the end of the second century, liked to recall
how Polycarp, in his old age, had talked about the apostle whom he
had known while growing up at Ephesus. It is probable that John died
there. He alone of the Twelve is said to have lived to extreme old age
and to have been spared a martyr’s death.
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Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist

Shed upon thy Church, we beseech thee, O Lord, the
brightness of thy light; that we, being illumined by the
teaching of thine apostle and evangelist John, may so walk
in the light of thy truth, that we may at length attain to the
fullness of life everlasting; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Shed upon your Church, O Lord, the brightness of your
light, that we, being illumined by the teaching of your
apostle and evangelist John, may so walk in the light of
your truth, that at length we may attain to the fullness of
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
92 Exodus 33:18-23
or 92:1—4,11-14 1 John 1:1—9

John 21:19b—24
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Herod the Great, ruler of the Jews, appointed by the Romans in 40
B.C., kept the peace in Palestine for 37 years. His ruthless control,
coupled with genuine ability, has been recorded by the Jewish historian
Josephus, who describes him as “a man of great barbarity towards
everyone.” An Idumaean, married to the daughter of Hyrcanus, the
last legal Hasmonean ruler, Herod was continually in fear of losing
his throne. It is not surprising that the Wise Men’s report of the birth
of an infant King of the Jews (Matthew 2) caused him fear and anger.
Although the event is not recorded in secular history, the story of the
massacre of the Innocents is totally in keeping with what is known of
Herod’s character.

To protect himself against being supplanted by an infant king, Herod
ordered the slaughter of all male children under two years of age in
Bethlehem and the surrounding region. No one knows how many were
killed, but the Church has always honored these innocent children as
martyrs. Augustine of Hippo called them “buds, killed by the frost of
persecution the moment they showed themselves.”
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The Holy Innocents

We remember this day, O God, the slaughter of the holy
innocents of Bethlehem by the order of King Herod.
Receive, we beseech thee, into the arms of thy mercy all
innocent victims; and by thy great might frustrate the
designs of evil tyrants and establish thy rule of justice,
love, and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

We remember today, O God, the slaughter of the holy
innocents of Bethlehem by King Herod. Receive, we pray,
into the arms of your mercy all innocent victims; and by
your great might frustrate the designs of evil tyrants and
establish your rule of justice, love, and peace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Psalm Lessons

124 Jeremiah 31:15-17
Revelation 21:1-7
Matthew 2:13-18
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The life and death of Thomas Becket have intrigued scholars and
church people for centuries. Was he a politician or a saint? or perhaps

both?

He was born in London in 1118 of a wealthy Norman family and
educated in England and in France. He then became an administrator
for Theobald, Archbishop of Canterbury. Later he was sent to

study law in Italy and France and, after being ordained deacon,

he was appointed Archdeacon of Canterbury. His administrative
skills eventually brought him to the notice of King Henry II, who to
Thomas’s surprise, appointed him Chancellor of England. He and the
King became intimate friends, and because of Becket’s unquestioning
loyalty and support of the King’s interests in both Church and State,
Henry secured Thomas’s election as Archbishop of Canterbury in
1162. Becket, foreseeing a break with his Royal Master, was reluctant
to accept. As Archbishop he changed, as he tells us, “from a patron of
play actors and a follower of hounds, to being a shepherd of souls.”
He also defended the interests of the Church against those of his
former friend and patron, the King. The struggle between the two
became so bitter that Thomas sought exile at an abbey in France.

When he returned to England six years later, the fragile reconciliation
between Henry and the Archbishop broke down. In a fit of rage the
King is alleged to have asked his courtiers, “Who will rid me of this
turbulent priest?” Four barons, taking Henry’s words as an order,
made their way to Canterbury, and upon finding the Archbishop in the
cathedral, struck him down with their swords. Later, when the monks
of Canterbury undressed Thomas’s body to wash it and prepare it for
burial, they discovered that under his episcopal robes their worldly
and determined Archbishop was wearing a hair shirt. While such a
garment hardly proves that a person is a saint, it clearly indicates that
Thomas was motivated in the exercise of his office by far more than
political considerations. His final words to the four barons before
receiving the fatal blow were, “Willingly I die for the name of Jesus
and in the defense of the Church.”
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Thomas Becket

Archbishop of Canterbury, 1170

O God, our strength and our salvation, who didst call thy
servant Thomas Becket to be a shepherd of thy people and
a defender of thy Church: Keep thy household from all evil
and raise up among us faithful pastors and leaders who are
wise in the ways of the Gospel; through Jesus Christ the
shepherd of our souls, who liveth and reigneth with thee
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, our strength and our salvation, you called your
servant Thomas Becket to be a shepherd of your people
and a defender of your Church: Keep your household from
all evil and raise up among us faithful pastors and leaders
who are wise in the ways of the Gospel; through Jesus
Christ the shepherd of our souls, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Psalm Lessons
125 2 Esdras 2:42—48

1 John 2:3-6,15-17
Mark 11:24-33
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Frances was born in a log cabin in Holmesville, Mississippi, in 1861,
of African American and Native American descent. Raised by her
grandparents, she later went to live with a brother in New Orleans
where she attended school and Straight College.

While still a young woman, Gaudet dedicated her life to prison
reform. In 1894, she began holding prayer meetings for Black
prisoners. She wrote letters for them, delivered messages, and found
them clothing. Later, she extended this ministry to white prisoners
as well. Her dedication to the imprisoned and to penal reform won
her the respect of prison officials, city authorities, the governor of
Louisiana, and the Prison Reform Association.

In 1900 she was a delegate to the international convention of the
Women’s Christian Temperance Union in Edinburgh, Scotland. Gaudet
worked to rehabilitate young Blacks arrested for misdemeanors or
vagrancy, becoming the first woman to support young offenders in
Louisiana. Her efforts helped to found the Juvenile Court.

Deeply committed to the provision of good education, she eventually
purchased a farm and founded the Gaudet Normal and Industrial
School. Eventually, it expanded to over 105 acres with numerous
buildings, and also served as a boarding school for children with
working mothers. Gaudet served as its principal until 1921, when she
donated the institution to the Episcopal Church in Louisiana. Though
it closed in 1950, the Gaudet Episcopal Home opened in the same
location four years later to serve African American children aged four
to 16.

Frances Joseph Gaudet died on December 30, 1934.
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Frances Joseph Gaudet

Educator and Prison Reformer, 1934

Merciful God, who didst raise up thy servant Frances
Joseph Gaudet to work for prison reform and the
education of her people: Grant that we, encouraged by the
example of her life, may work for those who are denied
the fullness of life by reasons of incarceration and lack of
access to education; through Jesus Christ, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Merciful God, who raised up your servant Frances Joseph
Gaudet to work for prison reform and the education of
her people: Grant that we, encouraged by the example of
her life, may work for those who are denied the fullness
of life by reasons of incarceration and lack of access to
education; through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Psalm Lessons

146 Lamentations 3:26—36
Acts 16:25-34
John 13:31-35
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In Canterbury Cathedral on St. Peter’s Day, June 29, 1864, Samuel
Ajayi Crowther (c. 1807 — 1891) was ordained the first African bishop
in Nigeria for “the countries of Western Africa beyond the limits of
the Queen’s domains.”

Crowther’s gifts to the church were many. A skilled linguist, he
helped translate the Bible and Book of Common Prayer into Yoruba
and other West African languages. He founded schools and training
colleges, where he encouraged the study of the Gospel, traditional
subjects, and farming methods that allowed students to raise basic
crops and cotton as sources of income.

As a child, Crowther had been captured in 1822 during a Nigerian
civil war and sold to Portuguese slave traders. Intercepted by a
British anti-slavery patrol, the ship and its human cargo were taken
to Freetown, Sierra Leone, a haven for freed captives after the British
Parliament abolished the slave trade in 1807. There Crowther was
educated at a Church Missionary Society (CMS) school, was baptized
in 1825, and became a teacher in Sierra Leone, an active center of
African Christian ministry that sent indigenous lay and ordained
ministers throughout West Africa.

Crowther’s leadership skills were soon evident, and in 1842 the CMS
sent him to their Islington, England, training college. He was ordained
a year later, returned to Sierra Leone, and then moved on to Yoruba
territory. He also made extended mission journeys to the interior

of Nigeria, where in encounters with Muslims he was known as a
humble, patient listener and a thoughtful, non-polemical partner in
dialogue.

At the time of his ordination as bishop, the British tried to keep
missionary activity solely under the control of white British clerics,
some of whom set about subverting Crowther’s authority, something
he patiently endured, while actively continuing his expansive work
among Africans. Despite the difficulties, Crowther’s achievement
was considerable, and he has been called the most widely known
African Christian of the nineteenth century. He created a solid base
from which a much later generation of indigenous African leadership
emerged to chart their own political and ecclesial futures.
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[Samuel Ajayi Crowther]

Bishop in the Niger Territories, 1891

Almighty God, who didst rescue Samuel Ajayi Crowther
from slavery, sent him to preach the Good News of Jesus
Christ to his people in Nigeria, and made him the first
bishop from the people of West Africa: Grant that those
who follow in his steps may reap what he has sown and
find abundant help for the harvest; through him who took
upon himself the form of a slave that we might be free, the
same Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Almighty God, you rescued Samuel Ajayi Crowther from
slavery, sent him to preach the Good News of Jesus Christ
to his people in Nigeria, and made him the first bishop
from the people of West Africa: Grant that those who
follow in his steps may reap what he has sown and find
abundant help for the harvest; through him who took
upon himself the form of a slave that we might be free, the
same Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
119:57-64 Isaiah 60:4—9

Romans 8:15-23
Matthew 9:35-38
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The designation of this day as the Feast of the Holy Name is new to
the 1979 revision of the Prayer Book. Previous Anglican Prayer Books
called it the Feast of the Circumcision. January first is, of course, the
eighth day after Christmas Day, and the Gospel according to Luke
records that eight days after his birth the child was circumcised and
given the name Jesus.

The Law of Moses required that every male child be circumcised on
the eighth day from his birth (Leviticus 12:3); and it had long been the
custom to make of it a festive occasion, when family and friends came
together to witness the naming of the child.

The liturgical commemoration of the Circumcision is of Gallican
origin, and a Council in Tours in 567 enacted that the day was to be
kept as a fast day to counteract pagan festivities connected with the
beginning of the new year. In the Roman tradition, January first was
observed as the octave day of Christmas, and it was specially devoted
to the Virgin Mother.

The early preachers of the Gospel lay stress on the name as showing
that Jesus was a man of flesh and blood, though also the Son of God,
who died a human death, and whom God raised from death to be the
Savior (Acts 2:32; 4:12). The name was given to Jesus, as the angel
explained to Joseph, because he would “save his people from their
sins” (Matthew 1:21). (The word means “Savior” or “Deliverer” in
Hebrew.)

Then as now, people longed to be freed from evils: political, social,

and spiritual. The name of Jesus calls to mind the true freedom which
is ours through Jesus the Christ.
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The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Eternal Father, who didst give to thine incarnate Son the
holy name of Jesus to be the sign of our salvation: Plant

in every heart, we beseech thee, the love of him who is the
Savior of the world, even our Lord Jesus Christ; who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, in
glory everlasting. Amen.

Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy
name of Jesus to be the sign of our salvation: Plant in
every heart, we pray, the love of him who is the Savior
of the world, our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory
everlasting. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

8 Exodus 34:1-8
Romans 1:1-7
ot, in year A only, Philippians 2:9-13
Luke 2:15-21
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Vedanayagam Samuel Azariah (1874-1945) was the Anglican Church’s
first Indian bishop. Zealous to promote church growth, he was also

a strong advocate of ecumenism and church unity among India’s
numerous Protestant denominations.

His father was a village vicar and his mother spent long hours on her
son’s religious instruction. After more than a decade working with the
Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA), he was ordained a priest
in 1909, and in 1912 was ordained bishop of the new Diocese of
Dornakal, a populous diocese located in two parts of Madras.

Azariah was a mainstream broad church Anglican with a high priority
for evangelism and much of his preaching centered on the resurrection.
His ministry cut across class lines and focused heavily on rural
“untouchables” caste members. The bishop’s traditional Anglicanism
frustrated many Indian political leaders, who hoped he would be a
leading voice for Indian nationalism. Azariah also took sharp issue
with Mahatma Gandhi, who was unalterably opposed to Christians
trying to convert Indians. Azariah saw conversion as foundational

to Christian mission. Gandhi acknowledged the dominant Hindu
religion needed reform, but Azariah went further and said it was
repressive and grounded in a destructive caste system. He said, “It is
by proclamation of the truth that the early Church turned the world
upside down ... It is this that will today redeem Indian society and
emancipate it from the thralldom of centuries.”

By 1935 the Dornakal diocese had 250 ordained Indian clergy and
over 2,000 village teachers, plus a growing number of medical clinics,
cooperative societies, and printing presses. Traveling over the vast
diocese by bullock cart or bicycle, and accompanied by his wife and
coworker, Anbu, Azariah often built his village sermons around

“the four demons — Dirt, Disease, Debt, and Drink.” He believed in
adapting liturgy to local cultures. Epiphany Cathedral, Dornakal,
which took a quarter century to build, was an architectural statement
of the bishop’s vision, mixing Muslim, Hindu, and Christian designs.
He saw it as a visual statement of the gifts and beauty of other faith
traditions finding their fulfillment in Christianity.
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[Vedanayagam Samuel Azariah]
First Indian Anglican Bishop, Dornakal, 1945

Emmanuel, God with us, who dost make thy home in
every culture and community on earth: We offer thanks
for the raising up of thy servant Samuel Azariah as the
first indigenous bishop in India. Grant that we may be
strengthened by his witness to thy love without concern
for class or caste, and by his labors for the unity of the
Church in India, that people of many languages and
cultures might with one voice give thee glory, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Emmanuel, God with us, making your home in every
culture and community on earth: We thank you for raising
up your servant Samuel Azariah as the first indigenous
bishop in India. Grant that we may be strengthened by his
witness to your love without concern for class or caste,
and by his labors for the unity of the Church in India, that
people of many languages and cultures might with one
voice give you glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and
for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

37:23—31 Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) 4:1-12
Acts 14:21-27
Luke 9:46—50

Preface of God the Father
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William Passavant was a Pennsylvania Lutheran pastor who left an
uncommonly rich legacy of service. He was driven by a desire to see the
consequences of the Gospel worked out in practical ways in the lives of
people in need. For Passavant, the church’s commitment to the Gospel
must not be spiritual only. It must be visible. For him, it was essential
that Gospel principles were worked out in clear missionary actions.

Passavant was a parish pastor at heart and served in that capacity for
much of his ministry even while pursing other duties. Passavant was
the founder of numerous hospitals, orphanages, and other charitable
organizations, principally in Western Pennsylvania, but the reach of
his efforts extended from Boston and New York in the east to Chicago
and Milwaukee in the mid-west. Many of these institutions continue
to this day.

On a visit to Germany, Passavant came into contact with Theodor
Fliedner, the founder of the reconstituted deaconess movement among
German Lutherans, and in 1849 he invited Fliedner to come to
Pittsburgh and bring four of his deaconesses to serve in the hospital
there. A year later, in 1850, the first American Lutheran deaconess
was consecrated by Passavant and thus began the renewed deaconess
movement among American Lutherans.

Passavant also knew the importance of education and was the founder
of a number of church schools scattered across the mid-west, principal
among these being Thiel College, a Lutheran-affiliated college in
Greenville, Pennsylvania.

In addition to his charitable, philanthropic, and educational work,
and his guidance of the early years of the deaconess movement,
Passavant was also a cutting-edge communicator of his time. He
founded two church newspapers, The Missionary and The Workman,
both designed to interpret the church’s mission, in consonance with
the Lutheran confessions, for the purpose of provoking the desire of
the faithful toward loving service to those in need without concern for
race, color, creed, or national origin. Later generations of Lutheran
communicators look to Passavant as one of the trailblazers of their
vocation.

Passavant died on January 3, 1894.
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[William Passavant]
Prophetic Witness, 1894

Compassionate God, we offer thanks for William
Passavant, who did bring the German deaconess
movement to America so that dedicated women might
assist him in founding orphanages and hospitals for those
in need and provide for the theological education of
future ministers. Inspire us by his example, that we may
be tireless to address the wants of all who are sick and
friendless; through Jesus the divine Physician, who hath
prepared for us an eternal home, and who with thee and
the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, in glory
everlasting. Amen.

Compassionate God, we thank you for William Passavant,
who brought the German deaconess movement to America
so that dedicated women might assist him in founding
orphanages and hospitals for those in need and provide for
the theological education of future ministers. Inspire us by
his example, that we may be tireless to address the wants
of all who are sick and friendless; through Jesus the divine
Physician, who has prepared for us an eternal home, and
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one
God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
147:1—7 I[saiah 29:17-24

Revelation 3:14—22
Luke 13:10-22

Preface of God the Holy Spirit
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Elizabeth Ann Seton was the founder of Sisters of Charity, the first
community of sisters native to the United States. She was also a wife,
a widow, a single mother, an educator, a social activist and a spiritual
leader.

Elizabeth Ann was born in New York in 1774. She endured a
turbulent childhood and suffered severe bouts of depression. She
survived by immersing herself in poetry, piano lessons, and devoted
participation in the Episcopal Church.

In 1795 she married William Seton. Samuel Provoost, the first
Episcopal Bishop of New York, presided. Three years later, her father-
in-law died leaving her husband with the responsibility for a large
family and a struggling family business and Elizabeth with a large,
inherited family to care for. In 18071 the business failed and the Setons
lost everything. Her husband showed the symptoms of tuberculosis
and in 1803, they set sail for Italy in the hopes that the warm climate
would cure his disease. The Italian authorities fearing Yellow Fever
quarantined them in a cold stone hospital for the dying. William soon
died and left Elizabeth Ann a young widow with five children and few
resources. While in Italy, she discovered Roman Catholicism.

Returning to New York, she encountered bitter opposition to her new
religious leanings. With five children to support, she felt alone and
estranged. She turned to Roman Catholic clergy for support and in
1805 she formally converted to Roman Catholicism.

In 1806, she met Father Louis Dubourg, S.S. who wanted to start

a congregation of women religious, patterned after the French
Daughters of Charity. In 1809 Elizabeth Ann took vows and became
“Mother Seton” to a small community of seven women dedicated

to teaching. The sisters were given land in rural Maryland and in
1810 they opened St. Joseph’s Free School to educate needy girls. The
Sisters intertwined social ministry, education and religious formation
in all their varied works. Mother Seton dispatched sisters to operate
orphanages in Philadelphia and New York.

Elizabeth Ann Seton remained the Mother of the Sisters of Charity
until her death on January 4, 1821.
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|[Elizabeth Seton]

Founder of the American Sisters of Charity, 1821

Holy God, who didst bless Elizabeth Seton with thy grace
as wife, mother, educator and founder, that she might
spend her life in service to thy people: Help us, by her
example, to express our love for thee in love of others;
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Holy God, you blessed Elizabeth Seton with your grace as
wife, mother, educator and founder, that she might spend
her life in service to your people: Help us, by her example,
to express our love for you in love of others; through Jesus
Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
T19:TO5—TT12 2 Esdras 2:15-24
Romans 16:19-20

Luke 14:15-23

Preface of a Saint (2)
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The name “Epiphany” is derived from a Greek word meaning
“manifestation” or “appearing.” Anglican Prayer Books interpret the
word with an alternative title, “The Manifestation of Christ to the
Gentiles.” The last phrase, of course, is a reference to the story of the
Wise Men from the East.

A Christian observance on January 6 is found as early as the end of
the second century in Egypt. The feast combined commemorations of
the visit of the Magi, led by the star of Bethlehem; the Baptism of Jesus
in the waters of the River Jordan; and Jesus’ first recorded miracle, the
changing of water into wine at the marriage of Cana of Galilee—all
thought of as manifestations of the incarnate Lord.

The Epiphany is still the primary Feast of the Incarnation in Eastern
Churches, and the three-fold emphasis is still prominent. In the West,
however, including Anglican Churches, the story of the Wise Men

has tended to overshadow the other two events. Modern lectionary
reform, reflected in the 1979 Prayer Book, has recovered the primitive
trilogy, by setting the event of the Baptism as the theme of the First
Sunday after the Epiphany in all three years, and by providing the
story of the Miracle at Cana as the Gospel for the Second Sunday after
the Epiphany in Year C.
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The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ

O God, who by the leading of a star didst manifest thy
only-begotten Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us,
who know thee now by faith, to thy presence, where we
may behold thy glory face to face; through the same Jesus
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only
Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you
now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your
glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
72 Isaiah 60:1-6,9
or 72:1-2,10-17 Ephesians 3:1-12

Matthew 2:1-12

Preface of the Epiphany
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Harriet Bedell was born on March 19, 1875. Inspired by an Episcopal
missionary, she enrolled as a student at the New York Training School
for Deaconesses where she was instructed in religion, missions,
teaching, and hygiene. She then became a missionary-teacher among
the Cheyenne at the Whirlwind Mission in Oklahoma. In 1916, Bedell
was sent to Stevens Village, Alaska, where she was finally set apart

as a deaconess in 1922. She also served as a teacher and nurse at St.
John’s in the Wilderness at Allakaket, just 40 miles south of the Arctic
Circle, where she sometimes traveled by dogsled to remote villages.
During her last years in Alaska, Bedell opened a boarding school.

In 1932, hearing about the plight of the Seminoles in Florida, Bedell
used her own salary to reopen a mission among the Mikasuki
Indians. There, she worked to revive some of their traditional crafts:
Doll-making, basket-weaving, and intricate patchwork designs. The
arts and crafts store that they established to sell their handicrafts
improved the economy of the Blades Cross Mission. Though forced to
officially retire at age 63, Bedell continued her ministry of health care,
education, and economic empowerment until 1960 when Hurricane
Donna wiped out her mission.

Active into her eighties, Deaconess Bedell drove an average of 20,000
miles per year during her ministry. She was one of the most popular
writers in the national Episcopal mission periodical, The Spirit of
Missions. Bedell won the respect of indigenous people through her
compassion and respect for their way of life and beliefs. While active
in ministry among the Cheyenne, she was eventually adopted into the
tribe and given the name “Bird Woman.” The diocese of Southwest
Florida has long celebrated Harriet Bedell Day on January 8, the
anniversary of her death in 1969.
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Harriet Bedell

Deaconess and Missionary, 1969

Holy God, thou didst choose thy faithful servant Harriet
Bedell to exercise the ministry of deaconess and to be

a missionary among indigenous people: Fill us with
compassion and respect for all people, and empower us for
the work of ministry throughout the world; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Holy God, you chose your faithful servant Harriett

Bedell to exercise the ministry of deaconess and to be

a missionary among indigenous peoples: Fill us with
compassion and respect for all people, and empower us for
the work of ministry throughout the world; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
96:1—7 Proverbs 8:32-9:6

Romans 16:1—2
Matthew 5:1-12

Preface of Apostles and Ordinations
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Julia Chester Emery was born in Dorchester, Massachusetts, in 1852.
In 1876 she succeeded her sister, Mary, as Secretary of the Woman’s
Auxiliary of the Board of Missions which had been established by the
General Convention in 1871.

During the forty years she served as Secretary, Julia helped the Church
to recognize its call to proclaim the Gospel both at home and overseas.
Her faith, her courage, her spirit of adventure and her ability to inspire
others combined to make her a leader respected and valued by the
whole Church.

She visited every diocese and missionary district within the United
States, encouraging and expanding the work of the Woman’s
Auxiliary; and in 1908 she served as a delegate to the Pan-Anglican
Congress in London. From there she traveled around the world,
visiting missions in remote areas of China, in Japan, Hong Kong, the
Philippines, Hawaii, and then all the dioceses on the Pacific Coast
before returning to New York. In spite of the fact that travel was
not easy, she wrote that she went forth “with hope for enlargement
of vision, opening up new occasions for service, acceptance of new
tasks.”

Through her leadership a network of branches of the Woman’s
Auxiliary was established which shared a vision of and a commitment
to the Church’s mission. An emphasis on educational programs, a
growing recognition of social issues, development of leadership among
women, and the creation of the United Thank Offering are a further
part of the legacy Julia left to the Church when she retired in 1916.

In 1921, the year before she died, the following appeared in the Spirit
of Missions: “In all these enterprises of the Church no single agency
has done so much in the last half-century to further the Church’s
Mission as the Woman’s Auxiliary.” Much of that accomplishment
was due to the creative spirit of its Secretary of forty of those fifty
years, Julia Chester Emery.
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Julia Chester Emery

Missionary, 1922

God of all creation, thou callest us in Christ to make
disciples of all nations and to proclaim thy mercy and
love: Grant that we, after the example of thy servant
Julia Chester Emery, may have vision and courage in
proclaiming the Gospel to the ends of the earth; through
Jesus Christ our light and our salvation, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

God of all creation, you call us in Christ to make disciples
of all nations and to proclaim your mercy and love: Grant
that we, after the example of your servant Julia Chester
Emery, may have vision and courage in proclaiming the
Gospel to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our
light and our salvation, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
67 Isaiah 61:1—3

Romans 12:6-13
Mark 10:42—45

Preface of a Saint (2)
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William Laud, born in 1573, became Archbishop of Canterbury

in 1633, having been Charles I’s principal ecclesiastical adviser for
several years before. He was the most prominent of a new generation
of Churchmen who disliked many of the ritual practices which had
developed during the reign of Elizabeth I, and who were bitterly
opposed by the “Puritans.”

Laud believed the Church of England to be in direct continuity with
the medieval Church, and he stressed the unity of Church and State,
exalting the role of the king as the supreme governor. He emphasized
the priesthood and the Sacraments, particularly the Eucharist, and
caused consternation by insisting on the reverencing of the Altar,
returning it to its pre-Reformation position against the east wall of the
church, and hedging it about with rails.

As head of the courts of High Commission and Star Chamber, Laud
was abhorred for the harsh sentencing of prominent Puritans. His
identification with the unpopular policies of King Charles, his support
of the war against Scotland in 1640, and his efforts to make the
Church independent of Parliament, made him widely disliked. He was
impeached for treason by the Long Parliament in 1640, and finally
beheaded on January 1o, 1645.

Laud’s reputation has remained controversial to this day. Honored as
a martyr and condemned as an intolerant bigot, he was compassionate
in his defense of the rights of the common people against the
landowners. He was honest, devout, loyal to the king and to the

rights and privileges of the Church of England. He tried to reform and
protect the Church in accordance with his sincere convictions. But in
many ways he was out of step with the views of the majority of his
countrymen, especially about the “Divine Right of Kings.”

He made a noble end, praying on the scaffold: “The Lord receive my
soul, and have mercy upon me, and bless this kingdom with peace and
charity, that there may not be this effusion of Christian blood amongst
them.”
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William Laud

Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645

Keep us, O Lord, constant in faith and zealous in witness,
that, like thy servant William Laud, we may live in thy
fear, die in thy favor, and rest in thy peace; for the sake
of Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Keep us, O Lord, constant in faith and zealous in witness,
that, like your servant William Laud, we may live in your
fear, die in your favor, and rest in your peace; for the sake
of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Psalm Lessons
73:24-29 Isaiah 6:1-8

Hebrews 12:5-7,11-14
Matthew 10:32-39

Preface of a Saint (2)
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Aelred was born in 1109, of a family which had long been treasurers
of the shrine of Cuthbert of Lindisfarne at Durham Cathedral. While
still a youth, he was sent for education in upper-class life to the

court of King David of Scotland, son of Queen Margaret. The King’s
stepsons Simon and Waldef were his models and intimate friends.
After intense disillusion and inner struggle, Aelred went to Yorkshire,
where he became a Cistercian monk at the abbey of Rievaulx in 1133.

Aelred soon became a major figure in English church life. Sent to
Rome on diocesan affairs of Archbishop William of York, he returned
by way of Clairvaux. Here he made a deep impression on Bernard,
who encouraged the young monk to write his first work, Mirror of
Charity, on Christian perfection. In 1143, Aelred led the founding of
a new Cistercian house at Revesby. Four years later he was appointed
abbot of Rievaulx. By the time of his death from a painful kidney
disease in 1167, the abbey had over 600 monks, including Aelred’s
biographer and friend, Walter Daniel. During this period, Aelred
wrote his best known work, Spiritual Friendship.

Friendship, Aelred teaches, is both a gift from God and a creation of
human effort. While love is universal, freely given to all, friendship is a
particular love between individuals, of which the example is Jesus and
John the Beloved Disciple. As abbot, Aelred allowed his monks to hold
hands and give other expressions of friendship. In the spirit of Anselm
of Canterbury and Bernard of Clairvaux, Aelred writes:

There are four qualities which characterize a friend: Loyalty,
right intention, discretion, and patience. Right intention seeks
for nothing other than God and natural good. Discretion
brings understanding of what is done on a friend’s behalf, and
ability to know when to correct faults. Patience enables one
to be justly rebuked, or to bear adversity on another’s behalf.
Loyalty guards and protects friendship, in good or bitter times.
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Aelred

Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167

Almighty God, who didst endow thy abbot Aelred with
the gift of Christian friendship and the wisdom to lead
others in the way of holiness: Grant to thy people that
same spirit of mutual affection, that, in loving one another,
we may know the love of Christ and rejoice in the gift of
thy eternal goodness; through the same Jesus Christ our
Savior, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, you endowed the abbot Aelred with the
gift of Christian friendship and the wisdom to lead others
in the way of holiness: Grant to your people that same
spirit of mutual affection, that, in loving one another,

we may know the love of Christ and rejoice in the gift of
your eternal goodness; through the same Jesus Christ our
Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
36:5-10 Ruth 1:15-18

Philippians 2:1—4
Mark 12:28-34a
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Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, was a prolific writer on Scripture and
doctrine, an orator, and a poet to whom some of the earliest Latin
hymns have been attributed. Augustine called him “the illustrious
doctor of the Churches.” Jerome considered him “the trumpet of the
Latins against the Arians.”

Hilary was born in Poitiers in Gaul, about 315, into a pagan family
of wealth and power. In his writings, he describes the stages of the
spiritual journey that led him to the Christian faith. He was baptized
when he was about thirty.

In 350, Hilary was made Bishop of Poitiers. Although he demurred, he
was finally persuaded by the people’s acclamations. He proved to be a
bishop of skill and courage. His Orthodoxy was shown when, in 355,
the Emperor Constantius ordered all bishops to sign a condemnation
of Athanasius, under pain of exile. Hilary wrote to Constantius,
pleading for peace and unity. His plea accomplished nothing, and,
when he dissociated himself from three Arian bishops in the West,
Constantius ordered Julian (later surnamed the Apostate) to exile him
to Phrygia. There he remained for three years, without complaining,
writing scriptural commentaries and his principal work, On the
Trinity.

Hilary was then invited by a party of “semi-Arians,” who hoped

for his support, to a Council at Seleucia in Asia, largely attended

by Arians; but with remarkable courage, in the midst of a hostile
gathering, Hilary defended the Council of Nicaea and the Trinity,
giving no aid to the “semi-Arians.” He wrote again to Constantius,
offering to debate Saturninus, the Western bishop largely responsible
for his exile. The Arians feared the results of such an encounter and
persuaded Constantius to return Hilary to Poitiers.

In 360, Hilary was welcomed back to his see with great
demonstrations of joy and affection. He continued his battle against
Arianism, but he never neglected the needs of his people. Angry

in controversy with heretical bishops, he was always a loving and
compassionate pastor to his diocese. Among his disciples was Martin,
later Bishop of Tours, whom Hilary encouraged in his endeavors to
promote the monastic life.
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Hilary

Bishop of Poitiers, 367

O Lord our God, who didst raise up thy servant Hilary to
be a champion of the catholic faith: Keep us steadfast in
that true faith which we professed at our baptism, that we
may rejoice in having thee for our Father, and may abide
in thy Son, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; thou who
livest and reignest for ever and ever. Amen.

O Lord our God, you raised up your servant Hilary to

be a champion of the catholic faith: Keep us steadfast in
that true faith which we professed at our baptism, that we
may rejoice in having you for our Father, and may abide
in your Son, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; who live
and reign for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
37:3-6,32-33 Zechariah 6:9-15
1 John 2:18-25

Luke 12:8-12

Preface of Trinity Sunday
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Richard Meux Benson and Charles Gore are remembered for their role
in the revival of Anglican monasticism in the nineteenth century.

Richard Meux Benson, the principal founder of the Society of Saint
John the Evangelist, was born on July 6, 1824, in London. As a student
at Christ Church, Oxford, he came under the influence of Edward
Bouverie Pusey, who became his spiritual mentor and lifelong friend.

In 1849 Benson was ordained a priest and became rector of Cowley, a
village neighboring Oxford. In 1866, together with two other priests,
he founded the Society of Saint John the Evangelist (SSJE), “a small
body to realize and intensify the gifts and energies belonging to the
whole Church.” SSJE became the first stable religious community

for men in the Anglican Church since the Reformation, styled as a
missionary order patterned on St. Vincent de Paul’s Company of
Mission Priests. A branch house was established in Boston in 1870.
In 1874 work began in Bombay, and later Poona. By 1880 SSJE had
opened a mission house in Cape Town, South Africa, and in 1903

in the Transkei. Benson wrote the original SSJE Rule and served as
Superior until 1890.

Charles Gore was born in 1853 in Wimbledon and educated mainly
at Oxford. He was ordained in 1876 and served in positions at
Cuddeston and Pusey House, Oxford, both of which were focused
upon theological education and the formation of clergy. While at
Pusey House, Gore founded the Community of the Resurrection, a
community for men that sought to combine the rich traditions of the
religious life with a lively concern for the demands of ministry in the
modern world.

Gore, a prolific writer, was a principal progenitor of liberal
Anglo-Catholicism in late nineteenth and early twentieth century
Anglicanism. He was concerned to make available to the church the
critical scholarship of the age, particularly with respect to the Bible. A
second but no less important concern was to prick the conscience of
the church and plead for its engagement in the work of social justice
for all. Between 1902 and 1919, Gore served successively as bishop of
the dioceses of Worcester, Birmingham, and Oxford.
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[Richard Meux Benson and Charles Gore]

Religious, 1915 Bishop of Worcester, of Birmingham, and of Oxford,
1932

Gracious God, who hast inspired a rich variety of
ministries in thy Church: We offer thanks for Richard
Meux Benson and Charles Gore, instruments in the revival
of Anglican monasticism. Grant that we, following their
example, may call for perennial renewal in thy Church
through conscious union with Christ, witnessing to the
social justice that is a mark of the reign of our Savior
Jesus, who is the light of the world; and who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Gracious God, you have inspired a rich variety of
ministries in your Church: We give you thanks for Richard
Meux Benson and Charles Gore, instruments in the revival
of Anglican monasticism. Grant that we, following their
example, may call for perennial renewal in your Church
through conscious union with Christ, witnessing to the
social justice that is a mark of the reign of our Savior
Jesus, who is the light of the world; and who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

27:5—11 1 Kings 19:9-12
1 John 4:7-12
John 17:6-11
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In the third century, many young men turned away from the corrupt
and decadent society of the time, and went to live in deserts or
mountains, in solitude, fasting, and prayer. Antony of Egypt was

an outstanding example of this movement, but he was not merely

a recluse. He was a founder of monasticism, and wrote a rule for
anchorites. Antony’s parents were Christians, and he grew up to be
quiet, devout, and meditative. When his parents died, he and his
younger sister were left to care for a sizable estate. Six months later, in
church, he heard the reading about the rich young ruler whom Christ
advised to sell all he had and give to the poor. Antony at once gave his
land to the villagers, and sold most of his goods, giving the proceeds
to the poor. Later, after meditating on Christ’s bidding, “Do not be
anxious about tomorrow,” he sold what remained of his possessions,
placed his sister in a “house of maidens,” and became an anchorite
(solitary ascetic).

Athanasius, who knew Antony personally, writes that he spent his
days praying, reading, and doing manual labor. For a time, he was
tormented by demons in various guises. He resisted, and the demons
fled. Moving to the mountains across the Nile from his village, Antony
dwelt alone for twenty years. In 303, he left his cave and founded a
“monastery,” a series of cells inhabited by ascetics living under his
rule. Athanasius writes of such colonies: “Their cells like tents were
filled with singing, fasting, praying, and working that they might give
alms, and having love and peace with one another.”

Antony visited Alexandria, first in 321, to encourage those suffering
martyrdom under the Emperor Maximinus; later, in 355, to combat
the Arians by preaching, conversions, and the working of miracles.
Most of his days were spent on the mountain with his disciple
Macarius.

He willed a goat-skin tunic and a cloak to Athanasius, who said of
him: “He was like a physician given by God to Egypt. For who met
him grieving and did not go away rejoicing? Who came full of anger
and was not turned to kindness? ... What monk who had grown
slack was not strengthened by coming to him? Who came troubled by
doubts and failed to gain peace of mind?”
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Antony

Abbot in Egypt, 356

O God, who by thy Holy Spirit didst enable thy servant
Antony to withstand the temptations of the world, the
flesh, and the devil: Give us grace, with pure hearts and
minds, to follow thee, the only God; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, by your Holy Spirit you enabled your servant
Antony to withstand the temptations of the world, the
flesh, and the devil: Give us grace, with pure hearts and
minds, to follow you, the only God; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
91:9—-16 1 Kings 17:1—9

1 Peter 5:6-10
Mark ro:17-21
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When Simon Bar-Jona confessed, “You are the Christ,” Jesus
responded, “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church.”
This rough fisherman and his brother Andrew were the first disciples
called by Jesus. Peter figures prominently in the Gospels, often
stumbling, impetuous, intense, and uncouth.

It was Peter who attempted to walk on the sea, and began to sink; it
was Peter who impulsively wished to build three tabernacles on the
mountain of the Transfiguration; it was Peter who, just before the
crucifixion, three times denied knowing his Lord.

But it was also Peter who, after Pentecost, risked his life to do the
Lord’s work, speaking boldly of his belief in Jesus. It was also Peter,
the Rock, whose strength and courage helped the young Church in its
questioning about the mission beyond the Jewish community. Opposed
at first to the baptism of Gentiles, he had the humility to admit a
change of heart, and to baptize the Roman centurion Cornelius and
his household. Even after this, Peter had a continuing struggle with

his Jewish conservatism; for Paul, writing to the Galatians, rebukes
him for giving way to the demands of Jewish Christians to dissociate
himself from table-fellowship with Gentiles.

Though the New Testament makes no mention of it, the tradition
connecting Peter with Rome is early and virtually certain. According
to a legend based on that tradition, Peter fled from Rome during the
persecution under Nero. On the Appian Way, he met Christ, and
asked him, “Domine, quo vadis?” (“Lord, where are you going?”).
The Lord answered, “I am coming to be crucified again.” Peter
thereupon retraced his steps, and was shortly thereafter crucified, head
downwards. “I am not worthy to be crucified as my Lord was,” he is
supposed to have said.

As we watch Peter struggle with himself, often stumble, love his Lord
and deny him, speak rashly and act impetuously, his life reminds

us that our Lord did not come to save the godly and strong but to
save the weak and the sinful. Simon, an ordinary human being, was
transformed by the Holy Spirit into the “Rock,” and became the
leader of the Church.
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Confession of Saint Peter the Apostle

Almighty Father, who didst inspire Simon Peter, first
among the apostles, to confess Jesus as Messiah and Son of
the living God: Keep thy Church steadfast upon the rock
of this faith, that in unity and peace we may proclaim the
one truth and follow the one Lord, our Savior Jesus Christ;
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty Father, who inspired Simon Peter, first among the
apostles, to confess Jesus as Messiah and Son of the living
God: Keep your Church steadfast upon the rock of this
faith, so that in unity and peace we may proclaim the one
truth and follow the one Lord, our Savior Jesus Christ;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
23 Acts 4:8-13
1 Peter 5:1—4

Matthew 16:13-19
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Waulfstan was one of the few Anglo-Saxon bishops to retain his see
after the Norman Conquest of England in 1066. Beloved by all classes
of society for his humility, charity, and courage, he was born in
Warwickshire about 1008, and educated in the Benedictine abbeys of
Evesham and Peterborough. He spent most of his life in the cathedral
monastery of Worcester as monk, prior, and then as bishop of the

see from 1062 until his death on January 18, 1095. He accepted the
episcopate with extreme reluctance, but having resigned himself to it,
he administered the diocese with great effectiveness. Since the see of
Worcester was claimed by the province of York before its affiliation as
a suffragan see of Canterbury in 1070, Wulfstan was consecrated at
York. As bishop, he rapidly became famous for his continued monastic
asceticism and personal sanctity.

Even though Wulfstan had been sympathetic to King Harold of
Wessex, he was among those who submitted to William the Conqueror
at Berkhamstead in 1066. He therefore was allowed to retain his see.
At first, the Normans tended to disparage him for his lack of learning
and his inability to speak French, but he became one of William’s
most trusted advisers and administrators, and remained loyal in
support of William I and William II in their work of reform and
orderly government. He assisted in the compilation of the Domesday
Book, and supported William I against the rebellious barons in 1075.
William came to respect a loyalty based on principle and not on
self-seeking. Archbishop Lanfranc also recognized the strength of
Wulfstan’s character, and the two men worked together to end the
practice at Bristol of kidnaping Englishmen and selling them as slaves
in Ireland.

Because he was the most respected prelate of the Anglo-Saxon
Church, Wulfstan’s profession of canonical obedience to William

the Conqueror’s Archbishop of Canterbury, Lanfranc, proved to be

a key factor in the transition from Anglo-Saxon to Anglo-Norman
Christianity. William’s policy, however, was to appoint his own fellow-
Normans to the English episcopate, and by the time of William’s
death, in 1087, Wulfstan was the only English-born bishop still living.
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Waulfstan

Bishop of Worcester, 1095

Almighty God, whose only-begotten Son hath led captivity
captive and given gifts to thy people: Multiply among

us faithful pastors, who, like thy holy bishop Wulfstan,
will give courage to those who are oppressed and held in
bondage; and bring us all, we pray, into the true freedom
of thy kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Almighty God, your only-begotten Son led captivity
captive and gave gifts to your people: Multiply among

us faithful pastors, who, like your holy bishop Wulfstan,
will give courage to those who are oppressed and held in
bondage; and bring us all, we pray, into the true freedom
of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
146:4-9 Genesis 26:26—31
1 Corinthians 4:1—5

John 15:5-8, 14-16
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In 236, an assembly was held at Rome to elect a pope as successor to
Antherus. In the throng was Fabian, a layman from another part of
Italy. Suddenly, according to the historian Eusebius, a dove flew over
the crowd and lighted on Fabian’s head. In spite of the fact that he was
both a total stranger and not even a candidate for election, the people
unanimously chose Fabian to be pope, shouting, “He is worthy! He is
worthy!” Fabian was ordained to the episcopate without opposition.

During his fourteen years as pontiff, Fabian made numerous
administrative reforms. He developed the parochial structure of the
Church in Rome, and established the custom of venerating martyrs

at their shrines in the catacombs. He appointed seven deacons and
seven sub-deacons to write the lives of the martyrs, so that their deeds
should not be forgotten in times to come.

When Privatus, in Africa, stirred up a new heresy, Fabian vigorously
opposed and condemned his actions. He also brought back to Rome,
for proper burial, the remains of Pontian, a pope whom the emperor
had exiled in 235 to a certain and rapid death in the mines of Sardinia.

The Emperor Decius ordered a general persecution of the Church in
239 and 240, probably the first persecution to be carried out in all
parts of the empire. Fabian was one of the earliest of those martyred,
setting a courageous example for his followers, many of whom died in
great torment.

Cyprian of Carthage, in a letter to Cornelius, Fabian’s successor, wrote
that Fabian was an incomparable man. “The glory of his death,”
Cyprian commented, “befitted the purity and holiness of his life.”

Fabian’s tombstone, the slab which covered his gravesite, still exists.
It is in fragments, but the words “Fabian ... bishop ... martyr” are still
dimly visible.
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Fabian
Bishop and Martyr of Rome, 250

Almighty God, who didst call Fabian to be a faithful
pastor and servant of thy people, and to lay down his life
in witness to thy Son: Grant that we, strengthened by his
example and aided by his prayers, may in times of trial
and persecution remain steadfast in faith and endurance,
for the sake of him who laid down his life for us all, Jesus
Christ our Savior; who liveth and reigneth with thee and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Almighty God, you called Fabian to be a faithful pastor
and servant of your people, and to lay down his life in
witness to your Son: Grant that we, strengthened by his
example and aided by his prayers, may in times of trial
and persecution remain steadfast in faith and endurance,
for the sake of him who laid down his life for us all, Jesus
Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
126 2 Esdras 2:42—48

1 Corinthians 15:31-36,44b—49
Luke 21:20-24

Preface of a Saint (3)
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As a child of twelve years, Agnes suffered for her faith, in Rome,
during the cruel persecution of the Emperor Diocletian. After
rejecting blandishments and withstanding threats and tortures by
her executioner, she remained firm in refusal to offer worship to the
heathen gods, and was burned at the stake—or, according to another
early tradition, was beheaded with the sword. The early Fathers of
the Church praised her courage and chastity, and remarked upon her
name, which means “pure” in Greek and “lamb” in Latin.

Pilgrims still visit Agnes’ tomb and the catacomb surrounding it,
beneath the basilica of her name on the Via Nomentana in Rome that
Pope Honorius I (625-638) built in her honor to replace an older
shrine erected by the Emperor Constantine. On her feast day at the
basilica, two lambs are blessed, whose wool is woven into a scarf
called the pallium, with which the Pope invests archbishops. Pope
Gregory the Great sent such a pallium in 601 to Augustine, the first
Archbishop of Canterbury. A representation of the pall appears on the
coat of arms of Archbishops of Canterbury to this day.
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Agnes

Martyr at Rome, 304

Almighty and everlasting God, who dost choose those
whom the world deemeth powerless to put the powerful to
shame: Grant us so to cherish the memory of thy youthful
martyr Agnes, that we may share her pure and steadfast
faith in thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, you choose those whom
the world deems powerless to put the powerful to shame:
Grant us so to cherish the memory of your youthful
martyr Agnes, that we may share her pure and steadfast
faith in you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

45:T1-16 Song of Solomon 2:10-13
2 Corinthians 6:16-18
Matthew 18:1-6

Preface of a Saint (3)
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Vincent has been called the protomartyr of Spain. Little is known
about the actual events surrounding his life, other than his name, his
order of ministry, and the place and time of his martyrdom. He was a
native of Huesca, in northeastern Spain, and was ordained deacon by
Valerius, Bishop of Saragossa. In the early years of the fourth century,
the fervent Christian community in Spain fell victim to a persecution
ordered by the Roman emperors Diocletian and Maximian. Dacian,
governor of Spain, arrested Valerius and his deacon Vincent, and had
them imprisoned at Valencia.

According to one legend, Valerius had a speech impediment, and
Vincent was often called upon to preach for him. When the two
prisoners were challenged to renounce their faith, amid threats of
torture and death, Vincent said to his bishop, “Father, if you order me,
I will speak.” Valerius is said to have replied, “Son, as I committed
you to dispense the word of God, so I now charge you to answer in
vindication of the faith which we defend.” The young deacon then
told the governor that he and his bishop had no intention of betraying
the true God. The vehemence and enthusiasm of Vincent’s defense
showed no caution in his defiance of the judges, and Dacian’s fury was
increased by this exuberance in Christian witness. Valerius was exiled,
but the angry Dacian ordered that Vincent be tortured.

Although the accounts of his martyrdom have been heavily
embellished by early Christian poets, Augustine of Hippo writes
that Vincent’s unshakeable faith enabled him to endure grotesque
punishments and, finally, death.

Records of the transfer and present whereabouts of Vincent’s relics
are of questionable authenticity. We are certain, however, that his
cult spread rapidly throughout early Christendom and that he was
venerated as a bold and outspoken witness to the truth of the living
Christ.
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Vincent

Deacon of Saragossa, and Martyr, 304

Almighty God, whose deacon Vincent, upheld by thee,
was not terrified by threats nor overcome by torments:
Strengthen us, we beseech thee, to endure all adversity
with invincible and steadfast faith; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Almighty God, your deacon Vincent, upheld by you,

was not terrified by threats nor overcome by torments:
Strengthen us to endure all adversity with invincible and
steadfast faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
116:10-17 Jeremiah 26:12-15

Revelation 7:13-17
Luke 12:4-12
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Writing about Phillips Brooks in 1930, William Lawrence, who as a
young man had known him, began, “Phillips Brooks was a leader of
youth .... His was the spirit of adventure, in thought, life, and faith.”
To many who know him only as the author of “O little town of
Bethlehem,” this part of Brooks’ life and influence is little known.

Born in Boston in 183 5, Phillips Brooks began his ministry

in Philadelphia. His impressive personality and his eloquence
immediately attracted attention. After ten years in Philadelphia, he
returned to Boston as rector of Trinity Church, which was destroyed
in the Boston fire three years later. It is a tribute to Brooks’ preaching,
character, and leadership that in four years of worshiping in temporary
and bare surroundings, the congregation grew and flourished. The
new Trinity Church was a daring architectural enterprise for its day,
with its altar placed in the center of the chancel, “a symbol of unity;
God and man and all God’s creation,” and was a symbol of Brooks’
vision—a fitting setting for the greatest preacher of the century.

This reputation has never been challenged. His sermons have passages
that still grasp the reader, though they do not convey the warmth and
vitality which so impressed his hearers. James Bryce wrote, “There
was no sign of art about his preaching, no touch of self-consciousness.
He spoke to his audience as a man might speak to his friend, pouring
forth with swift, yet quiet and seldom impassioned earnestness, the
thoughts of his singularly pure and lofty spirit.”

Brooks ministered with tenderness, understanding, and warm
friendliness. He inspired men to enter the ministry, and taught many
of them the art of preaching. He was conservative and orthodox in
his theology; but his generosity of heart led him to be regarded as the
leader of the liberal circles of the Church.

In 1891, he was elected Bishop of Massachusetts. The force of his
personality and preaching, together with his deep devotion and loyalty,
provided the spiritual leadership needed for the time. His constant
concern was to turn his hearers’ thoughts to the revelations of God.
“Whatever happens,” he wrote, “always remember the mysterious
richness of human nature and the nearness of God to each one of us.”
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Phillips Brooks

Bishop of Massachusetts, 1893

O everlasting God, who didst reveal truth to thy servant
Phillips Brooks, and didst so form and mold his mind and
heart that he was able to mediate that truth with grace
and power: Grant, we pray, that all whom thou dost call
to preach the Gospel may steep themselves in thy Word,
and conform their lives to thy will; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

O everlasting God, you revealed truth to your servant
Phillips Brooks, and so formed and molded his mind and
heart that he was able to mediate that truth with grace

and power: Grant, we pray, that all whom you call to
preach the Gospel may steep themselves in your Word, and
conform their lives to your will; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
33:1—5,20—21 Jonah 3:1-10

Ephesians 3:14-21
Matthew 24:24-27
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Named by her father “much beloved daughter,” Li Tim-Oi was born in
Hong Kong in 1907. When she was baptized as a student, she chose the
name of Florence in honor of Florence Nightingale. Florence studied at Union
Theological College in Guangzhou (Canton). In 1938, upon graduation, she
served in a lay capacity, first in Kowloon and then in nearby Macao.

In May 1941 Florence was ordained deaconess. Some months later
Hong Kong fell to Japanese invaders, and priests could not travel
to Macao to celebrate the Eucharist. Despite this setback, Florence
continued her ministry. Her work came to the attention of Bishop
Ronald Hall of Hong Kong, who decided that “God’s work would
reap better results if she had the proper title” of priest.

On January 25, 1944, the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul, Bishop
Hall ordained her priest, the first woman so ordained in the Anglican
Communion.

When World War II came to an end, Florence Li Tim-Oi’s ordination was
the subject of much controversy. She made the personal decision not to
exercise her priesthood until it was acknowledged by the wider Anglican
Communion. Undeterred, she continued to minister with great faithfulness,
and in 1947 was appointed rector of St. Barnabas Church in Hepu where,
on Bishop Hall’s instructions, she was still to be called priest.

When the Communists came to power in China in 1949, Florence
undertook theological studies in Beijing to further understand the
implications of the Three-Self Movement (self-rule, self-support, and
self- propagation) which now determined the life of the churches. She
then moved to Guangzhou to teach and to serve at the Cathedral of

Our Savior. However, for sixteen years, from 1958 onwards, during

the Cultural Revolution, all churches were closed. Florence was forced
to work first on a farm and then in a factory. Accused of counter-
revolutionary activity, she was required to undergo political re-education.
Finally, in 1974, she was allowed to retire from her work in the factory.

In 1979 the churches reopened, and Florence resumed her public
ministry. Then, two years later, she was allowed to visit family members
living in Canada. While there, to her great joy, she was licensed as a
priest in the Diocese of Montreal and later in the Diocese of Toronto,
where she finally settled, until her death on February 26, 1992.
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Ordination of Florence Li Tim-O1i

First Woman Priest in the Anglican Communion, 1944

Gracious God, we thank thee for calling Florence Li Tim-
Oi, much-beloved daughter, to be the first woman to
exercise the office of a priest in our Communion: By the
grace of thy Spirit inspire us to follow her example, serving
thy people with patience and happiness all our days,

and witnessing in every circumstance to our Savior Jesus
Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Gracious God, we thank you for calling Florence Li
Tim-Oi, much-beloved daughter, to be the first woman
to exercise the office of a priest in our Communion: By
the grace of your Spirit inspire us to follow her example,
serving your people with patience and happiness all our
days, and witnessing in every circumstance to our Savior
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the same
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

116:1-12 Jeremiah 17:14-18a
Galatians 3:23-28
Luke 10:1-9
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Paul, or Saul as he was known until he became a Christian, was a
Roman citizen, born at Tarsus, in present-day Turkey. He was brought
up as an orthodox Jew, studying in Jerusalem for a time under
Gamaliel, the most famous rabbi of the day. Describing himself, he
said, “I am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the
tribe of Benjamin” (Romans 11:1).

A few years after the death of Jesus, Saul came in contact with the new
Christian movement, and became one of the most fanatical of those
who were determined to stamp out this “dangerous heresy.” Saul
witnessed the stoning of Stephen. He was on the way to Damascus

to lead in further persecution of the Christians when his dramatic
conversion took place.

From that day, Paul devoted his life totally to Christ, and especially
to the conversion of Gentiles. The Acts of the Apostles describes
the courage and determination with which he planted Christian
congregations over a large area of the land bordering the eastern
Mediterranean.

His letters, the earliest of Christian writings, reveal him as the greatest
of the interpreters of Christ’s mind, and as the founder of Christian
theology. He writes, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I
who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh
I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me” (Galatians 2:20).

Paul describes himself as small and insignificant in appearance: “His
letters are weighty and strong,” it was said of him, “but his bodily
presence is weak, and his speech of no account” (2 Corinthians
10:10). He writes of having a disability which he had prayed God to
remove from him, and quotes the Lord’s reply, “My grace is sufficient
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore, Paul
went on to say, “I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses,
that the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Corinthians 12:9).

Paul is believed to have been martyred at Rome in the year 64 under
Nero.
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Conversion of Saint Paul the Apostle

O God, who, by the preaching of thine apostle Paul,

hast caused the light of the Gospel to shine throughout

the world: Grant, we beseech thee, that we, having his
wonderful conversion in remembrance, may show forth
our thankfulness unto thee for the same by following the
holy doctrine which he taught; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

O God, by the preaching of your apostle Paul you have
caused the light of the Gospel to shine throughout the
world: Grant, we pray, that we, having his wonderful
conversion in remembrance, may show ourselves thankful
to you by following his holy teaching; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
67 Acts 26:9-21

Galatians 1:11-24
Matthew 10:16-22
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Timothy and Silas are mentioned in The Acts of the Apostles.
Timothy’s father was Greek and his mother a Jewish believer. Paul
chose him as a companion for his mission to Asia Minor but had him
circumcised because the “Jews who were in those places” knew that
his father was a Greek (Acts 16:1—3). Timothy undertook missions to
the Thessalonians, Corinthians and the Ephesians. Eusebius counts
him as the first bishop of that city.

Silas is known by his Latinized name Silvanus when Paul cites him as
his companion along with Timothy (1 & 2 Thessalonians 1:1). He was
a prophet in the Jerusalem church (Acts 15:22~35), but also a Roman
citizen (Acts 16:37-8). He went with Paul and Barnabas to deliver

the decision of the apostolic council in Jerusalem (Acts 15:1—21) that
Gentile believers did not have to observe the law of Moses. Paul chose
Silas to accompany him on missions to Asia Minor and Macedonia
where he may have remained after Paul left (Acts 15:41-18:5).
Tradition has it that he died there after some years of missionary
work.

Titus, a Greek, accompanied Paul to Jerusalem for the apostolic
council. During Paul’s third missionary journey Titus was sent on
missions to Corinth from which he gave Paul encouraging reports
(2 Corinthians 7:13-15). Paul, who calls him: “my true child in the
common faith”(Titus 1:14) left him to organize the church in Crete
(Titus 1:5) and Eusebius reports that he was the first bishop there.

These three are celebrated on the day after the Feast of the Conversion
of St. Paul because of their close connections with him. Though they
were all young and inexperienced, they were entrusted with missions
and matters that helped form the very life and history of the Church.
Faithfulness, love and devotion to Christ saw them through situations
they could not have imagined.
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Timothy, Titus, [and Silas]

Companions of Saint Paul

Just and merciful God, who in every generation hast raised
up prophets, teachers and witnesses to summon the world
to honor and praise thy holy Name: We give thanks for
the calling of Timothy, Titus and Silas, whose gifts built
up thy Church in the power of the Holy Spirit. Grant that
we, too, may be living stones built upon the foundation of
Jesus Christ our Savior; who with thee and the Holy Spirit
liveth and reigneth, one God now and for ever. Amen.

Just and merciful God, in every generation you raise up
prophets, teachers and witnesses to summon the world

to honor and praise your holy Name: We thank you for
sending Timothy, Titus and Silas, whose gifts built up your
Church by the power of the Holy Spirit. Grant that we too
may be living stones built upon the foundation of Jesus
Christ our Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives
and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
112:1-9 Isaiah 42:5—9

Acts 15:22-26,30-33,16:1—5
John 10:1-10
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The commemoration of these three devout women follows directly on the
observance of three of Paul’s male co-workers in the Lord. It is a reminder
that though the first century was a patriarchal time from which we have
very few women’s voices, the apostles and indeed the whole early church
depended on women for sustenance, protection and support.

Lydia was Paul’s first European convert. She was a Gentile woman

in Philippi who, like many others, was attracted to Judaism. As what
the Jewish community called a “God-fearer” she was undoubtedly
accorded respect by the Jewish community, but still would have been
marginalized. Paul encountered her on a riverbank where she and a
group of women had gathered for Sabbath prayers. Undoubtedly Paul
preached his gospel of inclusiveness to them and Lydia “opened her
heart” and, together with the whole household of which she was head,
was baptized.

Lydia was a prosperous cloth-merchant and a person of means. She
was able to lodge Paul, Timothy, and other of his companions in her
house, which Paul used as a local base of operations (Acts 16: 11-40).

Phoebe was the apparent patroness of the Christian community in
Cenchreae near Corinth. She is the first person mentioned in the long
list of Paul’s beloved associates in Chapter 16 of Romans. Paul refers
to her as a “sister”, as a “deacon” and as a “patroness” or “helper” of
many. In other words, Paul includes her as part of his family in Christ
and infers that she has housed and provided legal cover for the local
church. Paul’s use of the word “deacon” should be used with caution
since the diaconate as an order had not yet developed in the church,
but it does suggest the kind of ministry out of which the notion of
ordained deacons developed. It would not be too much to call her a
“proto-deacon”.

Dorcas (Tabitha in Aramaic), was a revered disciple in Joppa who
devoted herself to “good works and acts of charity.” When she fell ill
and died, the community sent for Peter who came and after prayer,
revived her (Acts 9:36-42).

Though we have no record of the words of these three women, the

apostolic testimony to their faith and their importance to the mission
of the early church speaks for itself.
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[Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe]

Witnesses to the Faith

Filled with thy Holy Spirit, gracious God, thine earliest
disciples served thee with the gifts each had been given:
Lydia in business and stewardship, Dorcas in a life

of charity and Phoebe as a deacon who served many.
Inspire us today to build up thy Church with our gifts
in hospitality, charity and bold witness to the Gospel of
Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Filled with your Holy Spirit, gracious God, your earliest
disciples served you with the gifts each had been given:
Lydia in business and stewardship, Dorcas in a life

of charity and Phoebe as a deacon who served many.
Inspire us today to build up your Church with our gifts
in hospitality, charity and bold witness to the Gospel of
Christ; who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

100 Malachi 3:16-18
Acts 16:11-15
Luke 8:1—3

Preface of Pentecost
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Thomas Aquinas is the greatest theologian of the high Middle Ages,
and, next to Augustine, perhaps the greatest theologian in the history
of Western Christianity. Born into a noble Italian family, probably in
1225, he entered the new Dominican Order of Preachers, and soon
became an outstanding teacher in an age of intellectual ferment.

Perceiving the challenges that the recent rediscovery of Aristotle’s
works might entail for traditional catholic doctrine, especially in its
emphasis upon empirical knowledge derived from reason and sense
perception, independent of faith and revelation, Thomas asserted that
reason and revelation are in basic harmony. “Grace” (revelation),

he said, “is not the denial of nature” (reason), “but the perfection of
it.” This synthesis Thomas accomplished in his greatest works, the
Summa Theologica and the Summa Contra Gentiles, which even today
continue to exercise profound influence on Christian thought and
philosophy. He was considered a bold thinker, even a “radical,” and
certain aspects of his thought were condemned by the ecclesiastical
authorities. His canonization on July 18, 1323, vindicated him.

Thomas understood God’s disclosure of his Name, in Exodus 3:14,
“I Am Who I Am,” to mean that God is Being, the Ultimate Reality
from which everything else derives its being. The difference between
God and the world is that God’s essence is to exist, whereas all other
beings derive their being from him by the act of creation. Although,
for Thomas, God and the world are distinct, there is, nevertheless,
an analogy of being between God and the world, since the Creator
is reflected in his creation. It is possible, therefore, to have a limited
knowledge of God, by analogy from the created world. On this
basis, human reason can demonstrate that God exists; that he
created the world; and that he contains in himself, as their cause, all
the perfections which exist in his creation. The distinctive truths of
Christian faith, however, such as the Trinity and the Incarnation, are
known only by revelation.

Thomas died in 1274, just under fifty years of age. In 1369, on
January 28, his remains were transferred to Toulouse. In addition to
his many theological writings, he composed several eucharistic hymns.
They include “O saving Victim” and “Now, my tongue, the mystery
telling.”
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Thomas Aquinas
Priest and Theologian, 1274

Almighty God, who hast enriched thy Church with the
singular learning and holiness of thy servant Thomas
Aquinas: Enlighten us more and more, we pray thee, by
the disciplined thinking and teaching of Christian scholars,
and deepen our devotion by the example of saintly lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Almighty God, you have enriched your Church with the
singular learning and holiness of your servant Thomas
Aquinas: Enlighten us more and more, we pray, by the
disciplined thinking and teaching of Christian scholars,
and deepen our devotion by the example of saintly lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Psalm Lessons

119:97-104 Wisdom 7:7-14
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Matthew 13:47-52

Preface of Trinity Sunday
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Generally acknowledged as Russia’s greatest iconographer, Andrei
Rublev was born around 1365 near Moscow. While very young

he entered the monastery of The Holy Trinity and in 1405, with

the blessing of his igumen (the Orthodox equivalent of abbot), he
transferred to the Spaso-Andronikov monastery where he received
the tonsure and studied iconography with Theophanes the Greek and
the monk Daniel. Among his most revered works are those in the
Dormition Cathedral in Vladimir.

The icon (“image” in Greek) is central to Orthodox spirituality. It
finds its place in liturgy and in personal devotion. An icon is two-
dimensional and despite being an image of someone it is not a physical
portrait. Western art, especially since the Renaissance, has sought to
represent figures or events so that the viewer might better imagine
them. A western crucifix seeks to enable us to imagine what Golgotha
was like. Icons seek to provide immediate access to the spiritual and
the divine unmediated by the human, historical imagination.

For Andrei, writing an icon was a spiritual exercise. It involved the
ritual of preparing the surface, applying the painted and precious
metal background and then creating the image, first outlining it in red.
Throughout he would repeatedly say the “Jesus Prayer” (“Lord Jesus,
Son of God, have mercy on me”). He was creating a window into the
Divine which he knew was always before him but which was invisible
to the human eye. He knew he was able to create such an image of
God because he himself was made in the image of God. His object was
to be totally focused on receiving God’s love and loving in return. He
died peacefully in 1430.

As Jesus was the icon of God, so each one of us is also. Ascetic
practice aims at freeing that image from sinful distraction and claiming
it more and more. To venerate an icon is to find some of the ineffable
beauty that is God, that is manifest in Christ and the saints, and is also
in each one of us.
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[Andrei Rublev]

Monk and Iconographer, 1430

Holy God, we bless thee for the gift of thy monk and icon
writer Andrei Rublev, who, inspired by the Holy Spirit,
provided a window into heaven for generations to come,
revealing the majesty and mystery of the holy and blessed
Trinity; who liveth and reigneth through ages of ages.
Amen.

Holy God, we bless you for the gift of your monk and icon
writer Andrei Rublev, who, inspired by the Holy Spirit,
provided a window into heaven for generations to come,
revealing the majesty and mystery of the holy and blessed
Trinity; who lives and reigns through ages of ages. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
62:6—9 Genesis 28:10-17

2 Corinthians 2:14-17
Matthew 6:19-23

Preface of a Saint (1)
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Giovanni Bosco was born near Turin, Italy. His father died when he
was two leaving his mother to provide marginal subsistence for the
family. He showed a remarkably sweet and kind disposition, which
put him at odds with many of the rough boys with whom he grew up.
When he was nine, he received a vision. Christ and the Blessed Virgin
encouraged him to be kind, obedient and hard-working and a great
future would be shown him. Don Bosco always counted this as the
beginning of his vocation.

Giovanni was fascinated by the traveling circuses which visited his
region and went about learning to juggle, walk a tightrope and do
magic tricks. He put on local “shows” which drew both children
and adults. The “price” of admission to these exhibitions was time
spent at the end of the show saying prayers together. With help from
some patrons who recognized his intelligence and talent, he attended
seminary and when ordained took an appointment as chaplain to a
girls boarding school.

Don Bosco was not satisfied ministering only to well-to-do young
women. In time, every Sunday and feast day the campus filled up

with ragamuffin boys who came for catechism, basic schooling and
supervised play. The raucous energy of the boys scandalized the school
and Don Bosco was fired. In 1846 he was able to open an orphanage
and put the new work under the patronage of St. Francis de Sales.
With the help of an assistant priest and some seminarians he had
groomed from among his boys, he formed the Salesian Order. This
order, grudgingly admired by secular politicians, was recognized by the
Pope and grew to include women religious, lay brothers, and dedicated
laity, operating orphanages, vocational schools and nighttime primary
schools for working people.

Don Bosco summed up his theory of education: “Every education
teaches a philosophy by suggestion, implication, atmosphere. Every
part has a connection with every other part. If it does not combine to
convey some general view of life, it is not education at all.”
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[Juan Bosco (John Bosco)]
Priest, 1888

Compassionate God, who didst call Juan Bosco to be a
teacher and father to the young: Fill us with love like his,
that we may give ourselves completely to thy service and
to the salvation of all; through thy Son Jesus Christ, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Compassionate God, you called Juan Bosco to be a teacher
and father to the young: Fill us with love like his, that we
may give ourselves completely to your service and to the
salvation of all; through your Son Jesus Christ, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

25:4—9 I[saiah 59:14-16
Philippians 4:4—9
Mark 13:10-16

Preface of a Saint (1)
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Born in Baltimore in 1893, Sam Shoemaker was a highly influential
priest of the Episcopal Church and is remembered for his
empowerment of the ministry of the laity.

While attending Princeton University, Shoemaker came under the
influence of several major evangelical thinkers, among them Robert
Speer and John Mott. After college he spent several years in China and
came under the influence of Frank Buchman, founder of The Oxford
Group, a group initially oriented toward the personal evangelization
of the wealthy and influential. Although he would eventually break
from Buchman, aspects of the Oxford Group’s approach would
influence Shoemaker for the rest of his life.

Training for the priesthood at The General Seminary, Shoemaker
became an Episcopal priest in 1921. After a brief curacy and further
involvement with student ministry at Princeton, Shoemaker was called
in 1925 to become the Rector of Calvary Church, New York City, a
post he held for sixteen years. During his tenure, Calvary’s ministry
grew exponentially, largely through Shoemaker’s ability to hold in
creative tension the power of personal evangelism and giving authentic
witness to one’s faith while remaining faithful to the liturgical and
sacramental traditions of the church.

Two significant movements—Faith at Work and Alcoholics
Anonymous—have their roots in Shoemaker’s work at Calvary
Church, New York City. Faith at Work, founded in 1926, grew out
of Shoemaker’s passion for personal witness in the workplace. In the
1940’s, the movement became increasingly ecumenical and many of
the leaders of spiritual renewal in mainstream American evangelicalism
have connections to Shoemaker’s Faith at Work movement.

Also during Shoemaker’s tenure at Calvary, New York, Alcobolics
Anonymous was founded. Although Shoemaker did not create A.A.,
his work provided the foundation, based upon principles he learned
earlier from the Oxford Group, for the need to be recognized and
the movement to flourish. Much of the teaching upon which A.A. is
built bears the unmistakable influence of Shoemaker who is generally
regarded as the spiritual mentor of the movement.

Later in life, Shoemaker served as Rector of Calvary Church,
Pittsburgh. He died in 1963.
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[Samuel Shoemaker]
Priest and Evangelist, 1963

Holy God, we offer thanks for the vision of Samuel
Shoemaker, priest and co-founder of Alcoholics
Anonymous; and we pray that we may follow his example
to help others find salvation through knowledge and love
of Jesus Christ our Savior; who with thee and the Holy
Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Holy God, we thank you for the vision of Samuel
Shoemaker, priest and co-founder of Alcoholics
Anonymous; and we pray that we may follow his example
to help others find salvation through knowledge and love
of Jesus Christ our Savior; who with you and the Holy
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

130 Isaiah s1:17-52:12
1 Corinthians 5:6-8
Luke 4:40-44

Preface of God the Holy Spirit
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Next to Patrick, Brigid is the most beloved of Irish saints. Born

at Fauchart about the middle of the fifth century, she may have

met Patrick as a young girl. She was said to be the daughter of
Dubhthach, poet laureate of King Loeghaire, and was reared in a
Druid household. She decided early in life to dedicate her life to God
alone as a Christian. She received a nun’s veil from Bishop Macaile of
Westmeath.

Gathering around her a group of women, Brigid, in 470, founded a
nunnery at Kildare, a place whose name meant “Church of the Oak.”
Here had flourished the cult of a pagan goddess, from which it was
said to have derived the sacred fire, which she and her successors
maintained. To secure the sacraments, Brigid persuaded the anchorite
Conlaed to receive episcopal ordination and to bring his community
of monks to Kildare, thus establishing the only known Irish double
monastery of men and women. Brigid actively participated in policy-
making decisions in Church conventions. One story has it that she
received episcopal orders, which may reflect only the fact that she
exercised the jurisdictional authority that was customarily wielded by
medieval abbesses.

Many stories are told of Brigid’s concern for the poor and needy.
When a leper woman asked for milk she was healed also of her
infirmity. Two blind men were given their sight. Best known is the tale
that tells of Brigid’s taming of a wolf at the request of a local chieftain
whose pet dog had been killed accidentally by a peasant. The Gaelic
name given to the oyster-catching bird, galle-brigade, attests to her
affinity for birds. Her feast day itself, February 1, was long held sacred
as Imbolg, the Celtic festival of Spring.

Brigid died about 523 at Kildare, outside whose small cathedral the
foundations of her fire-house are still shown to tourists. Her remains
are said to have been re-interred, at the time of the Danish invasions
of the ninth century, with those of Patrick, at Downpatrick.

Brigid, also known as Bride, was very popular both in Scotland and
England, where many churches have been dedicated to her. The best
known of them is that church which was designed by Christopher
Wren on Fleet Street in London. In Wales, Brigid achieved fame under
her Gaelic name Ffraid.
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Brigid (Bride)

523

Everliving God, we rejoice today in the fellowship of thy
blessed servant Brigid, and we give thee thanks for her life
of devoted service. Inspire us with life and light, and give
us perseverance to serve thee all our days; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth
and reigneth, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Everliving God, we rejoice today in the fellowship of your
blessed servant Brigid, and we give you thanks for her life
of devoted service. Inspire us with life and light, and give
us perseverance to serve you all our days; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives
and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
138 Judges 4:4—9

1 Corinthians 1:26—31
Matthew 6:25-33

Preface of a Saint (2)
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Today’s Feast is sometimes known as the Purification of Saint Mary
the Virgin, sometimes as Candlemas. In the Eastern Church it has been
called the Meeting of Christ with Simeon. Such a variety of names is
sufficient testimony to the wealth of spiritual meaning that generations
of Christians have discovered in this small incident.

The title, “The Presentation,” reminds us of the Jewish law (Exodus
13:2; 22:29) that every firstborn son had to be dedicated to God in
memory of the Israelites’ deliverance from Egypt, when the firstborn
sons of the Egyptians died and those of Israel were spared.

When Mary placed her small son into the arms of Simeon, it was the
meeting of the Old and New Dispensations. The old sacrifices, the
burnt offerings and oblations, were done away; a new and perfect
offering had come into the temple. God had provided himself a lamb
for the burnt-offering (Genesis 22:8), his only Son. The offering was
to be made once for all on the cross. At every Eucharist those who are
in Christ recall that sinless offering and unite “themselves, their souls
and bodies” with the self-oblation of their Lord and Savior.
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The Presentation of Our Lord

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly beseech thee
that, as thy only-begotten Son was this day presented in
the temple, so we may be presented unto thee with pure
and clean hearts by the same thy Son Jesus Christ our
Lord; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as
your only-begotten Son was this day presented in the
temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and
clean hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Psalm Lesson
84 Malachi 3:1—4
or 84:1-6 Hebrews 2:14-18

Luke 2:22—40

Preface of the Epiphany
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On January 23, 1943, the Dorchester, a converted cruise ship, set
sail with a troop convoy from New York City for Greenland with
902 persons on board. Among them were four U.S. Army chaplains,
Lt. George L. Fox (Methodist), Lt. Alexander D. Goode (Jewish),
Lt. Clark V. Poling (Dutch Reformed), and Lt. John P. Washington
(Catholic).

George Fox had served as a medical corps assistant in World War

I, where he was decorated for heroism. Alexander Goode joined

the National Guard while he was studying for the rabbinate. Clark
Poling’s father told him that chaplains had a high mortality rate. He
prayed for strength, courage and understanding, then joined the Army
Chaplains Corps. John Washington was a gang leader in Newark,
New Jersey, when he was called to the priesthood.

On February 3, one day from their destination, a German U-Boat fired
torpedoes, striking the boiler room of the Dorchester. Even though
everyone was sleeping with their life jackets, many of the soldiers

left them behind as they clambered topside to seek escape and safety.
Unfortunately, only two of the fourteen lifeboats were successfully
lowered into the water, making it necessary for most men to dive into
the nineteen degree water.

The four chaplains moved among the men, assisting, calming, and
passing out life jackets from the ship’s store to those forced to jump
into the freezing ocean. Having given up their own life vests to save
the lives of the soldiers, the chaplains remained on the aft deck, arms
linked in prayer until the ship sank, claiming their lives. Two hundred
thirty men were rescued from the icy waters by other ships in the
convoy. Many survived because of the selflessness and heroism of the
four chaplains.

Chaplains Fox, Goode, Poling, and Washington responded to a high
calling from God to represent his love among men of war. On the day
they died, they personified the words of Jesus found in John 15:13
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his
friends.”
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[The Dorchester Chaplains: Lieutenant
George Fox, Lieutenant Alexander D.
Goode, Lieutenant Clark V. Poling,
Lieutenant John P. Washington]

1943

Holy God, who didst inspire the Dorchester chaplains

to be models of steadfast sacrificial love in a tragic and
terrifying time: Help us to follow their example, that
their courageous ministry may inspire chaplains and all
who serve, to recognize thy presence in the midst of peril;
through Jesus Christ our Savior, who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Holy God, you inspired the Dorchester chaplains to

be models of steadfast sacrificial love in a tragic and
terrifying time: Help us to follow their example, that their
courageous ministry may inspire chaplains and all who
serve, to recognize your presence in the midst of peril;
through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Psalm Lessons

46 Joel 2:28-32
Romans 8:15b-19,38-39
John 15:9-14

Preface of All Saints
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Anskar (Latinized as Ansgarius) was one of those valiant Christians

of whom it might be said, “These shall plant the seed, but others shall
reap the harvest.” As Archbishop of Hamburg, he was papal legate for
missionary work among the Scandinavians. The immediate result of
his devoted and perilous labors was slight: two churches established
on the border of Denmark and one priest settled in Sweden. He also
participated in the consecration of Gotbert, first bishop in Sweden.

Anskar was born in Corbie, France, in 8o1, and educated in the
outstanding monastic school there. His teaching skill led him to be
chosen master of a new monastery school, sent out by Corbie, in
Saxon Germany. His strongest call, however, was to be a missionary.

He was stirred, his biographer Rimbert says, by a prolonged vision, in
which a voice said, “Go and return to me crowned with martyrdom.”
When King Harald of Denmark sought missionaries for that country
in 826, Anskar was one of those selected. Rimbert notes that Anskar’s
missionary purpose caused astonishment. Why should he wish to leave
his brothers to deal with “unknown and barbarous folk?” Some of the
brethren tried to deter him; others considered him a freak.

Steadfast in his resolve, Anskar established a school and mission in
Denmark, working conscientiously but unsuccessfully to convert and
evangelize. He was not totally discouraged. Another vision appeared,
with a voice saying, “Go and declare the work of God to the nations.”
Shortly afterward (about 829), he was called to Sweden and eagerly
accepted. Meager aid both from the monastery and the emperor
frustrated his efforts.

While still a young man, Anskar was consecrated Archbishop of
Hamburg in 831, and continued his work among the Scandinavians
until 848, when he retired to the See of Bremen. The seeds of his
efforts were not to bear fruit until over one hundred years later, when
Viking devastation, weakness in the Frankish Church, and the lowest
ebb of missionary enthusiasm, came to an end. The rich harvest of
conversion was three generations away. Nevertheless, Anskar is looked
upon by Scandinavians as their apostle.
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Anskar

Archbishop of Hamburg, Missionary to Denmark and Sweden, 865

Almighty and everlasting God, who didst send thy servant
Anskar as an apostle to the people of Scandinavia,

and didst enable him to lay a firm foundation for their
conversion, though he did not see the results of his labors:
Keep thy Church from discouragement in the day of small
things, knowing that when thou hast begun a good work
thou wilt bring it to a fruitful conclusion; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, you sent your servant
Anskar as an apostle to the people of Scandinavia, and
enabled him to lay a firm foundation for their conversion,
though he did not see the results of his labors: Keep your
Church from discouragement in the day of small things,
knowing that when you have begun a good work you will
bring it to a fruitful conclusion; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

69:13—16 Zephaniah 3:9-12
Acts 1:1—9
Mark 6:7-13

Preface of Apostles
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Born in London in 1603, Roger Williams was ordained and served as
a priest in the Church of England. Williams found that he could not
abide by the rigorous, high-church policies of Archbishop William
Laud, and in 1630, he sailed to New England in search of religious
liberty.

Upon his arrival in Boston, Williams encountered further obstacles to
religious freedom. In particular, Williams objected to the ability of the
civil authorities to punish religious offenses, and he advocated for a
“wall of separation” between civil and religious powers. He believed
also in the fundamental right of all people to follow their consciences
in matter of religious belief. He left Massachusetts and founded a
nearby settlement called Providence, believing God had guided him to
this new land. He was eventually granted a charter for the colony of
Rhode Island, the new constitution of which granted wide religious
latitude and freedom of practice. Williams founded the first Baptist
Church in Providence, though he refused to be tied to the tenets of an

established church.

Like Roger Williams, Anne Hutchinson also immigrated to
Massachusetts in hope of finding religious freedom. She was an
outspoken advocate of the rights and equality of women, challenging
the dominant views of the Puritan leadership. She held Bible studies
in her home for the women of her community, at which she welcomed
critical examination of the faith. As a result of her activities, she
found herself at odds with not only the religious authorities, but with
the state civil authorities as well, and in 1638, she was tried by the
General Court of Massachusetts, presided over by Governor John
Winthrop, and was branded as a dangerous dissenter and banished
from the colony. Anne eventually relocated to what is now Bronx,
New York, where she and her family were killed, save one daughter,
by a group of Siwanoy Indians in 1643.

Today, both Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson are remembered as
early champions of religious liberty in this nation and as prophets of
the individual’s freedom of fellowship with the Creator.

210 February 5



II

[Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson]

Prophetic Witnesses, 1683, 1643

O God our light and salvation, we offer thanks for Roger
Williams and Anne Hutchinson, whose visions of the
liberty of the soul illumined by the light of Christ made
them brave prophets of religious tolerance in the American
colonies; and we pray that we also may follow paths of
holiness and good conscience, guided by the radiance of
Jesus Christ; who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and
reigneth, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

O God our light and salvation, we thank you for Roger
Williams and Anne Hutchinson, whose visions of the
liberty of the soul illumined by the light of Christ made
them brave prophets of religious tolerance in the American
colonies; and we pray that we also may follow paths of
holiness and good conscience, guided by the radiance of
Jesus Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

133 1 Kings 17:1-16
1 Peter 1:13-16
Luke 9:51-62

Preface of God the Father
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The introduction of Christianity into Japan in the sixteenth century,
first by the Jesuits under Francis Xavier, and then by the Franciscans,
has left exciting records of heroism and self-sacrifice in the annals of
Christian missionary endeavor. It has been estimated that by the end of
that century there were about 300,000 baptized believers in Japan.

Unfortunately, these initial successes were compromised by rivalries
among the religious orders; and the interplay of colonial politics, both
within Japan and between Japan and the Spanish and Portuguese,
aroused suspicion about western intentions of conquest. After a half
century of ambiguous support by some of the powerful Tokugawa
shoguns, the Christian enterprise suffered cruel persecution and
suppression.

The first victims were six Franciscan friars and twenty of their
converts who were crucified at Nagasaki, February 5, 1597. By 1630,
what was left of Christianity in Japan was driven underground. Yet it
is remarkable that two hundred and fifty years later there were found
many men and women, without priests, who had preserved through
the generations a vestige of Christian faith.
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The Martyrs of Japan

1597

O God our Father, who art the source of strength to

all thy saints, and who didst bring the holy martyrs of
Japan through the suffering of the cross to the joys of life
eternal: Grant that we, being encouraged by their example,
may hold fast the faith that we profess, even unto death;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

O God our Father, source of strength to all your saints,
you brought the holy martyrs of Japan through the
suffering of the cross to the joys of eternal life: Grant that
we, encouraged by their example, may hold fast the faith
we profess, even to death itself; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lesson

16:5—11 Lamentations 3:46—48,52—59
Galatians 2:19—20
Mark 8:34-38

Preface of Holy Week
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All that we know about Cornelius is contained in the Acts of the
Apostles (chapters to—11). He was the first Gentile converted to

the Christian faith, along with his household. A centurion was
commander of a company of one hundred men in the Roman army,
responsible for their discipline, both on the field of battle and in camp.
A centurion was a Roman citizen, a military career man, well-paid,
and generally noted for courage and competence. Some centurions,
such as Cornelius, and those whom we know about from the Gospel
narratives, were men of deep religious piety.

The author of Acts considered Cornelius’ conversion very momentous
for the future of Christianity. He records that it occurred as the

result of divine intervention and revelation, and as a response to the
preaching of Peter the chief apostle. The experience of Cornelius’
household was regarded as comparable to a new Pentecost, and it
was a primary precedent for the momentous decision of the apostolic
council, held in Jerusalem a few years later, to admit Gentiles to full
and equal partnership with Jewish converts in the household of faith.

According to tradition, Cornelius was the second Bishop of Caesarea,
the metropolitan see of Palestine. Undoubtedly, Cornelius and his
household formed the nucleus of the first Church in this important
city, a Church that was gathered by Philip the Evangelist (Acts 8:40
and 21:8).
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Cornelius the Centurion

O God, who by thy Spirit didst call Cornelius the
Centurion to be the first Christian among the Gentiles:
Grant to thy Church, we beseech thee, such a ready will

to go where thou dost send and to do what thou dost
command, that under thy guidance it may welcome all
who turn to thee in love and faith, and proclaim the
Gospel to all nations; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, by your Spirit you called Cornelius the Centurion
to be the first Christian among the Gentiles: Grant to
your Church such a ready will to go where you send and
to do what you command, that under your guidance it
may welcome all who turn to you in love and faith, and
proclaim the Gospel to all nations; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

67 Isaiah 56:6-8
Acts T11:1-18
Luke 13:22-29

Preface of Pentecost
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Fanny Crosby was the most prolific writer of hymn texts and gospel
songs in the American evangelical tradition of the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. She wrote more than eight thousand sacred
texts in addition to other poetry.

Frances Jane Crosby was born in Putnam County, New York, on
March 24, 1820. Although not born blind, she lost her sight as an
infant as a result of complications from a childhood illness. At the
age of fifteen, she entered the New York Institute for the Blind where
she would later teach for a number of years. In 1858, she married
Alexander van Alstyne, a musician in New York who was also blind.
Crosby was a lifelong Methodist.

Crosby’s texts were so popular that nearly every well-known composer
of gospel music of the period came to her for words to accompany
their melodies. In most hymn writing, the words come first and then

a composer sets them to music, but for Crosby the words came so
quickly and naturally that composers would often take her their tunes
and she would immediately begin to shape words that fit the music.

Perhaps the best example of this process led to the creation of Crosby’s
most well known hymn Blessed Assurance. On a visit to the home of

a friend, the composer Phoebe Knapp, a newly composed tune was
played for Crosby. After listening to the tune several times, the text
began to take shape, and in a very short time one of the world’s most
popular gospel hymns was born.

The American gospel song is a unique genre of sacred music that
combines words expressive of the personal faith and witness with
tunes that are simple and easily learned. Fanny Crosby’s contribution
to this genre is unequaled. Dozens of her hymns continue to find a
place in the hymnals of Protestant evangelicalism around the world.

Fanny Crosby died on February 12, 1913, in Bridgeport, Connecticut,
where she is buried.
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[Frances Jane (Fanny) Van Alstyne
Crosby]

Hymmwriter, 1915

O God, the blessed assurance of all who trust in thee:

We give thee thanks for thy servant Fanny Crosby, who,
though blind from infancy, beheld thy glory with great
clarity of vision and spent her life giving voice to thy
people’s heartfelt praise; and we pray that we, inspired

by her words and example, may rejoice to sing of thy
love, praising our Savior all the day long; who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God in perfect
harmony, now and for ever. Amen.

O God, the blessed assurance of all who trust in you: We
give you thanks for your servant Fanny Crosby, who,
though blind from infancy, beheld your glory with great
clarity of vision and spent her life giving voice to your
people’s heartfelt praise; and we pray that we, inspired by
her words and example, may rejoice to sing of your love,
praising our Savior all the day long; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God in perfect harmony,
now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

108:1-6 Isaiah 42:10-12,16
1 Peter 1:3—9
John 9:35-39

Preface of a Saint (3)
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Affectionately called “Christ’s Faithful Apostle” by his friend, the
Mahatma Gandhi, Charles Freer Andrews dedicated his life’s work to
relief and justice for the oppressed and poor in India and around the
globe.

Born in Birmingham, England in 1871, he converted to the Church

of England while studying at Cambridge and was ordained a priest

in 1897. An active member of the Christian Social Union since his
college days, Andrews was inspired by the cause of social justice
throughout the British Empire, particularly in India. In 1904 he joined
the Cambridge Brotherhood in India and began to teach philosophy
at St. Stephen’s College, Delhi. His Indian students and colleagues,
with whom he had grown close, referred to him as Deenabandhu, or
“Friend of the Poor.”

Andrews openly criticized the racist mistreatment of the Indian people
by British officials and, in 1913, he successfully mediated a cotton
worker’s strike in Madras which had the potential to become violent.

He traveled to South Africa to help the Indians there in their dispute
with the Government, and it was then that he met a young lawyer
named Mohandas Gandhi. Andrews was impressed with Gandhi’s
teaching of non-violence and with his knowledge of the Christian
faith, and helped him establish an ashram, or Indian hermitage,
devoted to the practice of peace. In 1915, Andrews helped convince
Gandhi to return to England with him. He also aided Gandhi in

his efforts to negotiate matters of Indian autonomy with the British
Government.

Andrews’ work also took him to Fiji, where he advocated for
indentured Indian workers and for the rights of oppressed sugar
workers. He eventually returned to England, where he continued to
teach about social justice and radical discipleship until his death in

1940.
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[Charles Freer Andrews]

Priest and “Friend of the Poor” in India, 1940

Gracious God, who didst call Charles Freer Andrews to
empty himself, after the example of our Savior, so that

he might proclaim thy salvation to the peoples of India
and the Pacific Islands: By thy Holy Spirit inspire us with
like zeal to bring together people of every race and class,
that there may be one Body and one Spirit in Jesus Christ,
our Savior; who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and
reigneth, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Gracious God, you called Charles Freer Andrews to empty
himself, after the example of our Savior, so that he might
proclaim your salvation to the peoples of India and the
Pacific Islands: By your Holy Spirit inspire us with like
zeal to bring together people of every race and class, that
there may be one Body and one Spirit in Jesus Christ, our
Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
113:2-8 Deuteronomy 15:7-11

Ephesians 2:13-22
Matthew 23:8-12

Preface of a Saint (2)
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Absalom Jones was born a house slave in 1746 in Delaware. He
taught himself to read out of the New Testament, among other books.
When sixteen, he was sold to a store owner in Philadelphia. There he
attended a night school for Blacks, operated by Quakers. At twenty, he
married another slave, and purchased her freedom with his earnings.

Jones bought his own freedom in 1784. At St. George’s Methodist
Episcopal Church, he served as lay minister for its Black membership.
The active evangelism of Jones and that of his friend, Richard Allen,
greatly increased Black membership at St. George’s. The alarmed
vestry decided to segregate Blacks into an upstairs gallery, without
notifying them. During a Sunday service when ushers attempted to
remove them, the Blacks indignantly walked out in a body.

In 1787, Black Christians organized the Free African Society, the
first organized Afro-American society, and Absalom Jones and
Richard Allen were elected overseers. Members of the Society paid
monthly dues for the benefit of those in need. The Society established
communication with similar Black groups in other cities. In 1792,
the Society began to build a church, which was dedicated on July 17,

1794.

The African Church applied for membership in the Episcopal Diocese
of Pennsylvania on the following conditions: 1, that they be received
as an organized body; 2, that they have control over their local affairs;
3, that Absalom Jones be licensed as layreader, and, if qualified, be
ordained as minister. In October 1794 it was admitted as St. Thomas
African Episcopal Church. Bishop White ordained Jones as deacon in
1795 and as priest on September 21, 1802.

Jones was an earnest preacher. He denounced slavery, and warned

the oppressors to “clean their hands of slaves.” To him, God was the
Father, who always acted on “behalf of the oppressed and distressed.”
But it was his constant visiting and mild manner that made him
beloved by his own flock and by the community. St. Thomas Church
grew to over 500 members during its first year. Known as “the Black
Bishop of the Episcopal Church,” Jones was an example of persistent
faith in God and in the Church as God’s instrument
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Absalom Jones
Priest, 1818

Set us free, O heavenly Father, from every bond of
prejudice and fear; that, honoring the steadfast courage of
thy servant Absalom Jones, we may show forth in our lives
the reconciling love and true freedom of the children of
God, which thou hast given us in thy Son our Savior Jesus
Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Set us free, heavenly Father, from every bond of prejudice
and fear; that, honoring the steadfast courage of your
servant Absalom Jones, we may show forth in our lives the
reconciling love and true freedom of the children of God,
which you have given us in your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
137:1-6 I[saiah 11:1—5

Galatians §5:1—5
John 15:12-15

Preface of a Saint (I)
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Cyril and Methodius, brothers born in Thessalonika, are honored as
apostles to the southern Slavs and as the founders of Slavic literary
culture. Cyril was a student of philosophy and a deacon, who
eventually became a missionary monastic. Methodius was first the
governor of a Slavic colony, then turned to the monastic life, and was
later elected abbot of a monastery in Constantinople.

In 862, the King of Moravia asked for missionaries who would teach
his people in their native language. Since both Cyril and Methodius
knew Slavonic, and both were learned men—Cyril was known as “the
Philosopher”—the Patriarch chose them to lead the mission.

As part of his task among the Moravians, Cyril invented an alphabet
to transcribe the native tongue, probably the “glagolithic,” in which
Slavo-Roman liturgical books in Russian and Serbian are still written.
The so-called “cyrillic” alphabet is thought to have been originated by
Cyril’s followers.

Pressures by the German clergy, who opposed the brothers’ teaching,
preaching, and writing in Slavonic, and the lack of a bishop to ordain
new priests for their people, caused the two brothers to seek foreign
help. They found a warm welcome at Rome from Pope Adrian II, who
determined to ordain both men bishops and approved the Slavonic
liturgy. Cyril died in Rome and was buried there. Methodius, now a
bishop, returned to Moravia as Metropolitan of Sirmium.

Methodius, still harassed by German bishops, was imprisoned at

their behest. Eventually, he was released by Pope John VIII, on the
condition that Slavonic, “a barbarous language,” be used only for
preaching. Later, the enmity of the Moravian prince caused Methodius
to be recalled to Rome on charges of heresy. Papal support again
allowed him to return to Moravia and to use Slavonic in the liturgy.

Methodius completed a Slavonic translation of the Bible and of
Byzantine ecclesiastical law, while continuing his missionary activities.
At his funeral, celebrated in Greek, Latin, and Slavonic, “the people
came together in huge numbers ... for Methodius had been all things
to all people that he might lead them all to heaven.”
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Cyril and Methodius

Monk and Bishop, Missionaries to the Slavs, 869, 885

Almighty and everlasting God, who by the power of the
Holy Spirit didst move thy servant Cyril and his brother
Methodius to bring the light of the Gospel to a hostile
and divided people: Overcome, we pray thee, by the love
of Christ, all bitterness and contention among us, and
make us one united family under the banner of the Prince
of Peace; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, by the power of the Holy
Spirit you moved your servant Cyril and his brother
Methodius to bring the light of the Gospel to a hostile and
divided people: Overcome all bitterness and strife among
us by the love of Christ, and make us one united family
under the banner of the Prince of Peace; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
69:8-18 Jeremiah 26:12-15

Ephesians 3:1—7
Mark 16:15-20

Preface of Apostles
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In 1696, Thomas Bray, an English country parson, was invited by
the Bishop of London to be responsible for the oversight of Church
work in the colony of Maryland. Three years later, as the Bishop’s
Commissary, he sailed to America for his first, and only, visitation.
Though he spent only two and a half months in Maryland, Bray was
deeply concerned about the neglected state of the American churches,
and the great need for the education of clergymen, lay people, and
children. At a general visitation of the clergy at Annapolis, before

his return to England, he emphasized the need for the instruction

of children, and insisted that no clergyman be given a charge unless
he had a good report from the ship he came over in, “whether ...

he gave no matter of scandal, and whether he did constantly read
prayers twice a day and catechize and preach on Sundays, which,
notwithstanding the common excuses, I know can be done by a
minister of any zeal for religion.” His understanding of, and concern
for, Native Americans and Blacks were far ahead of his time. He
founded thirty-nine lending libraries in America, as well as numerous
schools. He raised money for missionary work and influenced young
English priests to go to America.

Bray tried hard to have a bishop consecrated for America, but failed.
His greatest contributions were the founding of the Society for
Promoting Christian Knowledge and the Society for the Propagation
of the Gospel, both of which are still effectively in operation after two
and a half centuries of work all over the world.

From 1706 to 1730, Bray was the rector of St. Botolph Without,

Aldgate, London, where, until his death at the age of 72, he served
with energy and devotion, while continuing his efforts on behalf of
Black slaves in America, and in the founding of parochial libraries.

When the deplorable condition of English prisons was brought to
Bray’s attention, he set to work to influence public opinion and

to raise funds to alleviate the misery of the inmates. He organized
Sunday “Beef and Beer” dinners in prisons, and advanced proposals
for prison reform. It was Thomas Bray who first suggested to General
Oglethorpe the idea of founding a humanitarian colony for the relief
of honest debtors, but he died before the Georgia colony became a
reality.
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Thomas Bray

Priest and Missionary, 1730

O God of compassion, who didst open the eyes of thy
servant Thomas Bray to see the needs of the Church in

the New World, and didst lead him to found societies to
meet those needs: Make the Church in this land diligent at
all times to propagate the Gospel among those who have
not received it, and to promote the spread of Christian
knowledge; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

O God of compassion, you opened the eyes of your
servant Thomas Bray to see the needs of the Church in the
New World, and led him to found societies to meet those
needs: Make the Church in this land diligent at all times to
propagate the Gospel among those who have not received
it, and to promote the spread of Christian knowledge;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen

Psalm Lessons

102:1§5—22 [saiah 52:7-10
Philippians 2:1—5
Luke 10:1-9

Preface of Pentecost
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Charles Todd Quintard was the second bishop of the Diocese of
Tennessee and the first Vice Chancellor of The University of the South
at Sewanee.

Quintard was born in 1824 in Stamford, Connecticut. In 1847

he received the degree of Doctor of Medicine from the Medical
College of New York University and worked at New York’s Bellevue
Hospital. After a brief episode of practicing medicine in Athens,
Georgia, Quintard became the professor of anatomy and physiology
at Memphis Medical College and an editor of the Memphis Medical
Reporter. In 1848, Quintard married Katherine Isabella Hand, a
native of Roswell, Georgia, and together they were the parents of three

children.

It was while he was in Memphis that Quintard came to know Bishop
James Hervey Otey, the first bishop of Tennessee. Under Otey’s
personal tutelage, Quintard prepared for holy orders. He was ordained
to the diaconate on New Year’s Day 1855 and to the priesthood on the
Feast of the Epiphany, 1856. He served as rector of the Church of the
Advent, Nashville, until his election as the second bishop of Tennessee
in October 1865. He served as bishop until his death in 1898.

During the Civil War, Quintard played dual roles in the Confederate
Army as both chaplain and surgeon. Following the war, he was
instrumental in bringing together the previously divided factions and
extending the reach of the Episcopal Church, particularly among
African Americans.

Bishop Quintard was a strong advocate of education at every level
and played a major role in the establishment of schools. Perhaps his
greatest accomplishment was the rebuilding of the University of the
South at Sewanee after its destruction during the Civil War. He made
several successful trips to England to raise the funds to secure the
future of the University. From February 1867 to July 1872, Quintard
served as the reconstituted University’s first Vice Chancellor. Quintard
believed that a great Episcopal university was essential, not just to the
church in Tennessee and the southeast, but to the whole church, and
thus devoted much of his ministry to Sewanee.
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[Charles Todd Quintard]

Bishop of Tennessee, 1898

Mighty God, whose Name is blest in the example

of thy bishop Charles Todd Quintard, who opposed

the segregation of African Americans in separate
congregations and condemned the exclusion of the poor:
We pray that thy Church may be a refuge for all, for the
honor of thy Name; through Jesus Christ, who with thee
and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Mighty God, we bless your Name for the example of

your bishop Charles Todd Quintard, who opposed

the segregation of African Americans in separate
congregations and condemned the exclusion of the poor;
and we pray that your Church may be a refuge for all, for
the honor of your Name; through Jesus Christ, who with
you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
94:2-15 Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) 34:14-19
Romans 14:10-13

Luke 14:15-24

Preface of Baptism
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Janani Luwum was born in 1922 at Acholi in Uganda, near the
Sudanese border. After his early years as a teacher and lay reader
in Gulu, he was sent to St. Augustine’s College, Canterbury. He
was ordained priest in 1956 and returned to Uganda to assume
responsibility for twenty-four congregations. After several years of
service that included work at a local theological college, Luwum
returned to England on scholarship for further study at the London
College of Divinity.

In 1969 Luwum became Bishop of Northern Uganda, where he was

a faithful visitor to his parishes as well as a growing influence at
international gatherings of the Anglican Communion. In 1974 he was
elected Archbishop of the Church of Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, and
Boga-Zaire.

Luwum’s new position brought him into direct contact and eventual
confrontation with the Ugandan military dictator, Idi Amin, as

the Archbishop sought to protect his people from the brutality of
Amin’s regime. In August of 1976 Makerere University was sacked
by government troops. With Archbishop Luwum as their chair, the
Christian leaders of the country drafted a strong memorandum of
protest against officially sanctioned rape and murder.

In early February 1977 the Archbishop’s residence was searched for
arms by government security forces. On February 16 President Amin
summoned Luwum to his palace. He went there, accompanied by the
other Anglican bishops and by the Roman Catholic cardinal archbishop
and a senior leader of the Muslim community. After being accused of
complicity in a plot to murder the President, most of the clerics were
allowed to leave. However, Archbishop Luwum was ordered to remain
behind. As his companions departed, Luwum said, “They are going to
kill me. I am not afraid.” He was never seen alive again. The following
day the government announced that he had been killed in an automobile
accident while resisting arrest. Only after some weeks had passed was
his bullet-riddled body released to his family for burial.

Early in his confrontation with the Ugandan government, Archbishop
Luwum answered one of his critics by saying, “I do not know

how long I shall occupy this chair. I live as though there will be no
tomorrow ... While the opportunity is there, I preach the Gospel with
all my might, and my conscience is clear before God.
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Janani Luwum
Archbishop of Uganda, and Martyr, 1977

O God, whose Son the Good Shepherd laid down his

life for the sheep: We give thee thanks for thy faithful
shepherd Janani Luwum, who after his Savior’s example,
gave up his life for the people of Uganda. Grant us to be
so inspired by his witness that we make no peace with
oppression, but live as those who are sealed with the cross
of Christ, who died and rose again, and now liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

O God, whose Son the Good Shepherd laid down his

life for the sheep: We give you thanks for your faithful
shepherd Janani Luwum, who after his Savior’s example,
gave up his life for the people of Uganda. Grant us to be
so inspired by his witness that we make no peace with
oppression, but live as those who are sealed with the cross
of Christ, who died and rose again, and now lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
119:41—48 Daniel 3:13-29

2 Corinthians 6:2b-10
John 12:24-32

Preface of Holy Week
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Martin Luther was born November 10, 1483. His intellectual abilities
were evident early, and his father planned a career for him in law.
Luther’s real interest lay elsewhere, however, and in 1505 he entered
the local Augustinian monastery. He was ordained a priest April 3,

1507.

In October 1512 Luther received his doctorate in theology, and
shortly afterward he was installed as a professor of biblical studies at
the University of Wittenberg. His lectures on the Bible were popular,
and within a few years he made the university a center for biblical
humanism. As a result of his theological and biblical studies he called
into question the practice of selling indulgences. On the eve of All
Saints’ Day, October 31, 1517, he posted on the door of the castle
church in Wittenberg the notice of an academic debate on indulgences,
listing 95 theses for discussion. As the effects of the theses became
evident, the Pope called upon the Augustinian order to discipline their
member. After a series of meetings, political maneuvers, and attempts
at reconciliation, Luther, at a meeting with the papal legate in 1518,
refused to recant.

Luther was excommunicated on January 3, 1521. The Emperor
Charles V summoned him to the meeting of the Imperial Diet at
Worms. There Luther resisted all efforts to make him recant, insisting
that he had to be proved in error on the basis of Scripture. The Diet
passed an edict calling for the arrest of Luther. Luther’s own prince,
the Elector Frederick of Saxony, however, had him spirited away and
placed for safekeeping in his castle, the Wartburg.

Here Luther translated the New Testament into German and began the
translation of the Old Testament. He then turned his attention to the
organization of worship and education. He introduced congregational
singing of hymns, composing many himself, and issued model orders
of services. He published his large and small catechisms for instruction
in the faith. During the years from 1522 to his death, Luther wrote a
prodigious quantity of books, letters, sermons and tracts. Luther died
on February 18, 1546.
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Martin Luther

Theologian, 1546

O God, our refuge and our strength: Thou didst raise

up thy servant Martin Luther to reform and renew thy
Church in the light of thy word. Defend and purify the
Church in our own day and grant that, through faith, we
may boldly proclaim the riches of thy grace which thou
hast made known in Jesus Christ our Savior, who with
thee and the Holy Spirit, liveth and reigneth, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

O God, our refuge and our strength: You raised up your
servant Martin Luther to reform and renew your Church
in the light of your word. Defend and purify the Church in
our own day and grant that, through faith, we may boldly
proclaim the riches of your grace which you have made
known in Jesus Christ our Savior, who with you and the
Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Psalm Lessons

46 I[saiah 55:6-11
Romans 3:21-28
John r5:1-11

Preface of Trinity Sunday
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Born as a slave in 1818, Frederick Douglass was separated from

his mother at the age of eight and given by his new owner, Thomas
Auld, to his brother and sister-in-law, Hugh and Sophia Auld. Sophia
attempted to teach Frederick to read, along with her son, but her
husband put a stop to this, claiming, “it would forever unfit him to be
a slave.” Frederick learned to read in secret, earning small amounts of
money when he could and paying neighbors to teach him.

In 1838, Frederick Bailey (as he was then known) escaped and
changed his name to Frederick Douglass. At the age of 14, he had
experienced a conversion to Christ in the African Methodist Episcopal
Church, and his recollection of that tradition’s spiritual music
sustained him in his struggle for freedom: “Those songs still follow
me, to deepen my hatred of slavery, and quicken my sympathies for
my brethren in bonds.”

An outstanding orator, Douglass was sent on speaking tours in the
Northern States by the American Anti-Slavery Society. The more
renowned he became, the more he had to worry about recapture. In
1845 he went to England on a speaking tour. His friends in America
raised enough money to buy out his master’s legal claim to him so
that he could return to the United States in safety. Douglass eventually
moved to New York and edited the pro-abolition journal North Star,
named for the fleeing slave’s nighttime guide.

Douglass was highly critical of churches that did not disassociate
themselves from slavery. Challenging those churches, he quoted Jesus’
denunciation of the Pharisees: “They bind heavy burdens and grievous
to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will
not move them with one of their fingers” (Matt. 23.4)

A strong advocate of racial integration, Douglass disavowed black
separatism and wanted to be counted as equal among his white peers.
When he met Abraham Lincoln in the White House, he noted that
the President treated him as a kindred spirit without one trace of
condescension.
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[Frederick Douglass]

Prophetic Witness, 1895

Almighty God, whose truth maketh us free: We bless

thy Name for the witness of Frederick Douglass, whose
impassioned and reasonable speech moved the hearts of
a president and a people to a deeper obedience to Christ.
Strengthen us also to be outspoken on behalf of those in
captivity and tribulation, continuing in the Word of Jesus
Christ our Liberator; who with thee and the Holy Spirit
dwelleth in glory everlasting. Amen.

Almighty God, whose truth makes us free: We bless

your Name for the witness of Frederick Douglass, whose
impassioned and reasonable speech moved the hearts of
a president and a people to a deeper obedience to Christ.
Strengthen us also to be outspoken on behalf of those in
captivity and tribulation, continuing in the Word of Jesus
Christ our Liberator; who with you and the Holy Spirit
dwells in glory everlasting. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

85:7-13 Isaiah 32:11-18
Hebrews 2:10-18
John 8:30-32

Preface of a Saint (2)
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John Henry Newman was among the founders of the Oxford
Movement and a prolific tractarian, having authored two dozen of the
Tracts of the Times, the series of pamphlets setting forth the tenets of
the movement. Most notably, Newman is remembered as the author
of Tract 90, in which he sought to reconcile the teaching of Roman
Catholicism with the Thirty-Nine Articles of the Church of England.

Newman was born in London in 1801 and was educated at Oxford.
While a Fellow and Tutor at Oriel College, his evangelical upbringing
gave way to a more catholic understanding of the Christian faith. He
was ordained in 1826 and within two years became the Vicar of St.
Mary’s Church, Oxford.

Newman was an avid student of the writings of the early church.
Although he could be critical of the teachings of the Roman Church
in his day, he was even more troubled by the theological state of

the Church of England, particularly when weighed against what he
understood to be the standards of the ancient church. His passionate
interests in the texts of the early centuries of Christianity led Newman
to question the position of Scripture as the unchecked rule and
standard of the church’s faith. For Newman, Scripture was of critical
importance but it could not stand alone; it had to be held in balance
with the writings of the early church and the theological tradition of
the church through the ages.

Although the other leaders of the Oxford Movement remained loyal to
the Anglican tradition, spending their vocations advocating positions
similar to his, Newman found it difficult to withstand the furor of

the church’s infighting, particularly after the publication of Tract 90.
In 1845, he was received into the Roman Catholic Church and soon
thereafter went to Rome, where he was ordained to the priesthood. He
became a member of the Congregation of the Oratory. Upon his return
to England he established a house of the Oratory near Birmingham
where he lived for the rest of his life.

Although his relationship with the Roman Church in England was at
times problematic, Pope Leo XIII made him a Cardinal in 1877. He
died on August 11, 1890.
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[John Henry Newman]

Priest and Theologian, 1890

God of all wisdom, we offer thanks for John Henry
Newman, whose eloquence bore witness that thy Church
is one, holy, catholic and apostolic, and who did make of
his own life a pilgrimage towards thy truth. Grant that,
inspired by his words and example, we may ever follow
thy kindly light till we rest in thy bosom, with your dear
Son Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, where heart speaks to
heart eternally; for thou liveth and reigneth, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

God of all wisdom, we thank you for John Henry
Newman, whose eloquence bore witness that your Church
is one, holy, catholic and apostolic, and who made his own
life a pilgrimage towards your truth. Grant that, inspired
by his words and example, we may ever follow your
kindly light till we rest in your bosom, with your dear Son
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, where heart speaks to
heart eternally; for you live and reign, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

48 Song of Solomon 3:1—4
1 John 4:13-21
John 8:12-19
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Eric Henry Liddell achieved international renown as an Olympic gold
medalist, as an avid rugby player, and as a person totally devoted to
his faith in Jesus Christ.

Liddell was born in 1902 in China, the second son of missionary
parents. At the age of six he was sent with his older brother to
Eltham College, Blackheath, a boarding school for the children of
missionaries. Liddell remained there until he enrolled in Edinburgh
University. Liddell excelled in athletics throughout his educational
career.

Liddell won a position on the British track and field team for the Paris
Olympic games of 1924. Liddell won the gold in the 400 meter, setting
a world record, and a bronze in the 200 meter. His best event as a
university athlete was the oo meter and he was highly favored to win
gold in the Olympics. Liddell, however, chose not to run the oo meter
because the heat was to be held on Sunday. He chose not to break his
personal commitment to keeping a weekly sabbath even if that meant
not running in his best event in the Olympics. The award-winning
film, Chariots of Fire, is the story of Eric Liddell and his participation
in Olympiad VIII.

After his graduation from Edinburgh, Liddell returned to North China,
near his birthplace, and served as a missionary from 1925-1943. He
was ordained in 1932 and in 1934 married Florence Mackenzie, the
daughter of Canadian missionaries to China. Together they had three
daughters.

Because of ongoing conflict between China and Japan in the 19307,
Liddell and his family endured significant hardships. In 1941, after
the Japanese invasion of Pearl Harbor, the British government advised
expatriates to leave the country. Florence Liddell took the children
and fled to Canada. Eric Liddell and his brother Rob stayed on and
continued their work. In 1943, Liddell was interned in the Japanese
concentration camp at Weihsein. Having won the respect of his
captors, Liddell is remembered by camp survivors for his ministry
among them. He died in 1945 shortly before the camp’s liberation.
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[Eric Liddell]

Missionary to China, 1945

God whose strength bears us up as on mighty wings:

We rejoice in remembering thy athlete and missionary,
Eric Liddell, to whom thou didst bestow courage and
resolution in contest and in captivity; and we pray that we
also may run with endurance the race that is set before us
and persevere in patient witness, until we wear that crown
of victory won for us by Jesus our Savior; who with thee
and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

God whose strength bears us up as on mighty wings: We
rejoice in remembering your athlete and missionary, Eric
Liddell, to whom you gave courage and resolution in
contest and in captivity; and we pray that we also may
run with endurance the race set before us and persevere in
patient witness, until we wear that crown of victory won
for us by Jesus our Savior; who with you and the Holy
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
18:21-25,29-34 Isaiah 40:27-31

2 Peter 1:3-11
Mark 10:35-45
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Polycarp was one of the leaders of the Church who carried on the
tradition of the apostles through the troubled period of Gnostic
heresies in the second century. According to Irenaeus, who had known
him in his early youth, Polycarp was a pupil of John, “the disciple of
the Lord,” and had been appointed a bishop by “apostles in Asia.”

We possess a letter from Polycarp to the Church in Philippi. It reveals
his firm adherence to the faith, and his pastoral concern for fellow
Christians in trouble.

An authentic account of the martyrdom of Polycarp on February 23

is also preserved. It probably occurred in the year 156. The account
tells of Polycarp’s courageous witness in the amphitheater at Smyrna.
When the proconsul asked him to curse Christ, Polycarp said, “Eighty-
six years I have served him, and he never did me any wrong. How can
I blaspheme my King who saved me?” The account reports that the
magistrate was reluctant to kill the gentle and harmless old man, but
his hand was forced by the mob, who clamored that he be thrown to
wild beasts, as was the fate of other Christians on that dreadful day.

Polycarp was burned at the stake. Before his ordeal, he is reported to
have looked up to heaven, and to have prayed: “Lord God Almighty,
Father of your beloved and blessed child Jesus Christ, through whom
we have received knowledge of you, God of angels and hosts and

all creation, and of the whole race of the upright who live in your
presence, I bless you that you have thought me worthy of this day
and hour, to be numbered among the martyrs and share in the cup

of Christ, for resurrection to eternal life, for soul and body in the
incorruptibility of the Holy Spirit. Among them may I be accepted
before you today, as a rich and acceptable sacrifice just as you, the
faithful and true God, have prepared and foreshown and brought
about. For this reason and for all things I praise you, I bless you, I
glorify you, through the eternal heavenly high priest Jesus Christ, your
beloved child, through whom be glory to you, with him and the Holy
Spirit, now and for the ages to come. Amen.”
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Polycarp

Bishop and Martyr of Smyrna, 156

O God, the maker of heaven and earth, who didst give

to thy venerable servant, the holy and gentle Polycarp,
boldness to confess Jesus Christ as King and Savior, and
steadfastness to die for his faith: Give us grace, after his
example, to share the cup of Christ and rise to eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

O God, the maker of heaven and earth, you gave

your venerable servant, the holy and gentle Polycarp,
boldness to confess Jesus Christ as King and Savior, and
steadfastness to die for his faith: Give us grace, following
his example, to share the cup of Christ and rise to eternal
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Psalm Lessons

121 Numbers 23:5-12
1 Corinthians 2:1-5
Matthew 20:20-23
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In the nine days of waiting between Jesus’ Ascension and the Day of
Pentecost, the disciples remained together in prayer. During this time,
Peter reminded them that the defection and death of Judas had left
the fellowship of the Twelve with a vacancy. The Acts of the Apostles
records Peter’s proposal that “one of the men who have accompanied
us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,
beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken
up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his
resurrection” (Acts 1:21-22). Two men were nominated, Joseph called
Barsabbas who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. After prayer, the
disciples cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias, who was then enrolled
with the eleven.

Nothing further is told of Matthias after his selection. According to
tradition he was an exemplary Apostle, but we know nothing more.
Matthias seems an appropriate example to Christians of one whose
faithful companionship with Jesus qualifies him to be a suitable
witness to the resurrection, and whose service is unheralded and
unsung.
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Saint Matthias the Apostle

O Almighty God, who into the place of Judas didst choose
thy faithful servant Matthias to be of the number of the
Twelve: Grant that thy Church, being delivered from false
apostles, may always be ordered and guided by faithful
and true pastors; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, who in the place of Judas chose your
faithful servant Matthias to be numbered among the
Twelve: Grant that your Church, being delivered from
false apostles, may always be guided and governed by
faithful and true pastors; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

15 Acts 1:15-26
Philippians 3:13-21
John 15:1,6-16
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John Roberts was a priest and mission worker among the Shoshone
and Arapahoe in Wyoming where he worked tirelessly from his arrival
in 1883 until his death in 1949.

Born and educated in Wales, Roberts served briefly in the Bahamas
where he was ordained to the priesthood in 1878. Shortly thereafter,
on a visit to New York, he contacted John Spalding, the missionary
bishop of Wyoming and Colorado, asking for work among Native
Americans. Bishop Spalding sent Roberts to serve in Colorado initially,
but by 1883 he had made his way to Wyoming where he began work
among the Shoshone and Arapahoe Indians in the area that is now the
Wind River Reservation. Roberts learned the languages of both tribes
and made extensive notes on vocabulary that have been invaluable to
later generations of scholars.

Roberts shared his work with Laura Brown, a wealthy woman he
had met while serving in the Bahamas. They married on the day of
her arrival in Wyoming, Christmas Day 1884. Together they had six
children, five of whom survived the harsh conditions, all of whom
learned the native languages as well as English.

In 1887, after building trusting relationships with the people, the
Shoshone chief granted land to Roberts on which to build a mission
school for girls to complement the nearby government school for boys.
In addition to the mission school, Roberts was responsible for starting
congregations in nearly a dozen locations.

Unlike other missionaries who sought to change the culture and
lifestyle of Native peoples as a sign of their conversion to the Christian
faith, Roberts believed it was important to preserve the language,
customs, and culture of the people. Roberts sought to honor and
respect the ancient ways of the Native peoples while at the same

time proclaiming the Gospel among them, inviting them to faith,
establishing congregations, and serving their needs in the name of
Jesus.
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[John Roberts]

Priest, 1949

Creator God, we humbly thank thee that of thy goodness
thou didst bring thy missionary John Roberts from his
native shore that he might live and teach thy Gospel
among the Shoshone and Arapahoe peoples in a spirit of
respect and amity, and in their own tongue. Grant, we
entreat thee, that like him we might proclaim the Good
News of thy Christ with all those whom we meet, greeting
them in friendship in the bonds of thy Holy Spirit; for thou
art one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, living and true,
unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Creator God, we thank you for bringing your missionary
John Roberts from his native land to live and teach

your Gospel in a spirit of respect and amity among the
Shoshone and Arapahoe peoples in their own language;
and we pray that we also may share the Good News of
your Christ with all we meet as friends brought together
by your Holy Spirit; for you are one God, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, living and true, to the ages of ages. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
90:13-17 Deuteronomy 31:30-32:4,6b-12a
Acts 3:18-25

John 7:37—41a
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Emily Malbone Morgan, with the support of Harriet Hastings, was
the founder of the Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross
(SCHC), in 1884. Begun as an order of Episcopal laywomen rooted
in disciplined devotion, SCHC became a strong force for social justice
reform during the social gospel era around the turn of the twentieth
century.

Morgan was born on December 10, 1862, in Hartford, Connecticut.
Her family were prominent Hartford citizens and her Anglican roots
ran deep on both sides of her family. She never married.

A primary inspiration for Morgan was her friendship with Adelyn
Howard. Howard was homebound and because of her confinement
sought Morgan’s support for both spiritual companionship and as
a means by which she could offer intercessory prayer for others.
Meeting her friend’s need, Morgan called together a small group of
women for prayer and companionship. From that beginning, the
Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross came into being.

Morgan had a particular concern for working women who were
tired and restless and who had little hope for a vacation. In response,
Morgan, with the help of a growing number of her Companions,
developed summer vacation houses across the northeast where
working women and their daughters could have some time away for
physical and spiritual renewal and refreshment.

In 1901, the Society established a permanent home in Byfield,
Massachusetts. With the construction of new facilities on the site in
1913, it took the name Adelynrood, which continues to exist as the
headquarters and retreat center of the Society. At present, SCHC has
thirty-one chapters with more than seven hundred Companions, lay
and ordained women, serving in six countries.

Emily Malbone Morgan, together with her sisters in the Society

of the Companions of the Holy Cross, lived a life of prayer and
contemplation, rooted in the tradition, which led to powerful personal
and communal commitments to social justice particularly for women.
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[Emily Malbone Morgan]

Prophetic Witness, 1937

Gracious God, we offer thanks for the life and witness

of Emily Malbone Morgan, who helped to establish the
Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross so that
women living in the world might devote themselves to
intercessory prayer, social justice, Christian unity and
simplicity of life. Help us to follow her example in prayer,
simplicity, ecumenism and witness to thy justice, for the
glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ, who with thee
and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Gracious God, we thank you for the life and witness of
Emily Malbone Morgan, who helped to establish the
Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross so that
women who live in the world might devote themselves

to intercessory prayer, social justice, Christian unity and
simplicity of life. Help us to follow her example in prayer,
simplicity, ecumenism and witness to your justice, for the
glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ, who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
T19:T37-144 Exodus 1:15-21

Romans 16:1-6
Luke 10:38-42
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George Herbert is famous for his poems and his prose work, A
Priest in the Temple: or The Country Parson. He is portrayed by
his biographer Izaak Walton as a model of the saintly parish priest.
Herbert described his poems as “a picture of the many spiritual
conflicts that have passed betwixt God and my soul, before I could
submit mine to the will of Jesus my Master; in whose service I have
found perfect freedom.”

Herbert was born in 1593, a member of an ancient family, a cousin of
the Earl of Pembroke, and acquainted with King James I and Prince
(later King) Charles. Through his official position as Public Orator of
Cambridge, he was brought into contact with the Court. Whatever
hopes he may have had as a courtier were dimmed, however, because
of his associations with persons who were out of favor with King
Charles I—principally John Williams, Bishop of Lincoln.

Herbert had begun studying divinity in his early twenties, and in 1626
he took Holy Orders. King Charles provided him with a living as
rector of the parishes of Fugglestone and Bemerton in 1630.

His collection of poems, The Temple, was given to his friend, Nicholas
Ferrar, and published posthumously. Two of his poems are well known
hymns: “Teach me, my God and King,” and “Let all the world in every
corner sing.” Their grace, strength, and metaphysical imagery influenced
later poets, including Henry Vaughan and Samuel Taylor Coleridge.

Lines from his poem on prayer have moved many readers:

Prayer, the Church’s banquet, Angel’s age,

God’s breath in man returning to his birth,

The soul in paraphrase, the heart in pilgrimage,
The Christian plummet sounding heav’n and earth.

Herbert was unselfish in his devotion and service to others. Izaak
Walton writes that many of the parishioners “let their plow rest
when Mr. Herbert’s saints-bell rung to prayers, that they might also
offer their devotion to God with him.” His words, “Nothing is little
in God’s service,” have reminded Christians again and again that
everything in daily life, small or great, may be a means of serving and
worshiping God.
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George Herbert

Priest, 1633

Our God and King, who didst call thy servant George
Herbert from the pursuit of worldly honors to be a pastor
of souls, a poet, and a priest in thy temple: Give unto us
the grace, we beseech thee, joyfully to perform the tasks
thou givest us to do, knowing that nothing is menial or
common that is done for thy sake; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Our God and King, you called your servant George
Herbert from the pursuit of worldly honors to be a pastor
of souls, a poet, and a priest in your temple: Give us grace,
we pray, joyfully to perform the tasks you give us to do,
knowing that nothing is menial or common that is done
for your sake; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons
23 Exodus 28:29-30

Philippians 4:4—9
Matthew 5:1-10
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Anna Julia Haywood Cooper was born about 1859 in Raleigh,
North Carolina, to an enslaved woman and a white man, presumably
her mother’s master. She attended St. Augustine Normal School

and Collegiate Institute, founded by the Episcopal Church to

educate African American teachers and clergy. There she became an
Episcopalian and married George Cooper, one of her instructors,
who was the second African American ordained to the Episcopal
priesthood in North Carolina.

Widowed in 1879, Cooper received degrees from Oberlin College, and
was made principal of the African American high school in Washington,
D.C. Denied reappointment in 1906 because she refused to lower her
educational standards. Cooper emphasized the importance of equal
education for African Americans. An advocate for African American
women, Cooper assisted in organizing the Colored Women’s League
and the first Colored Settlement House in Washington, D.C.

At the age of 65, in 1925, Cooper became the fourth African
American woman to complete a doctorate, granted by the Sorbonne
in Paris. From 1930-1942, she served as President of Freylinghuysen
University. She died at the age of 1o4.

Elizabeth Evelyn Wright was born in Talbotton, Georgia, in 1872. Her
father was an African American and her mother of Cherokee descent.

With the encouragement of her teachers, Lizzie, as she was called,
enrolled at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. She worked for the school
during the day and attended night classes, but Olivia Washington, wife
of the head of Tuskegee, Booker T. Washington, noted her promise
and strength of character. Mrs. Washington made it possible for Lizzie
to attend day classes.

Wright interrupted her studies and went to Hampton County, South
Carolina, to establish a school for rural black children. Arsonists
thwarted her efforts and she returned to Tuskegee to finish her degree,
graduating in 1894. She returned to Hampton County to re-start her
school, but once again her efforts were turned back. Together with
two colleagues, Jessie Dorsey and Hattie Davidson, she ventured

to friendlier territory near Denmark in 1897. There she started the
Denmark Industrial Institute, modeled after Tuskegee. It continues
today as Voorhees College, affiliated with the Episcopal Church.
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[Anna Julia Haywood Cooper and
Elizabeth Evelyn Wright]

Educators, 1964, 1904

Eternal God, who didst inspire Anna Julia Haywood
Cooper and Elizabeth Evelyn Wright with the love

of learning and the joy of teaching: Help us also to
gather and use the resources of our communities for the
education of all thy children; through Jesus Christ our
Savior, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Eternal God, you inspired Anna Julia Haywood Cooper
and Elizabeth Evelyn Wright with the love of learning and
the joy of teaching: Help us also to gather and use the
resources of our communities for the education of all your
children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Psalm Lessons

78:1—7 Proverbs 9:1-6
1 Timothy 4:6-16
Luke 4:14—21
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John Cassian struggled with the problems of living the Christian life
in a time when the world s